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I. NESTORIAN MONUMENT AT SI-NGAN FU, CHINA. 


This monument attesting the early introduction of the Gos- 
pel into China by Nestorian missionaries, was found at Si-ngan in 
1625. It was erected in the second year of Kienchung of the 
Tang dynasty, corresponding to 781 A.D. Flow long, previously 
to this date, the Gospel had been propagated in China we know 
not. Mosheim says: “* We may believe that at an early period the 
christian religion extended to the Chinese, the Seres and Tartars.” 
Arnobius, so early as 300 A.D., speaks of the christian deeds done 
in India, and among the Seres, Persians and Medes. Nestorian 
monks brought eggs of silk-worms from China to Constantinople 
as early as 551 A.D., and we may reasonably infer that they had 
been long in China beforé that return visit, and that they had as- 
sociates and predecessors in the work of the Gospel in that land. 
Silas was patriarch of the Nestorians from 505 to 520 A.D., and 
Achaeus was archbishop at Seleucia in 415. Different authorities 
refer the erection of the metropolitan see of Sina to each of these, 
and Amro’s list of sees, arranged in order of their erection, makes 
the see of Sina second to that of India. With these data may well 
be considered the claim of Syrian christians on the Malabar coast 
of India that St. Thomas, after establishing Christianity in India, 
carried the Gospel into China also. 
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These data and traditions, as to the early introduction of 
christianity into China, are much strengthened, if not entirely con- 
firmed, by the discovery of this monument in 1625. 

The monument is said to have been first discovered by Chi- 
nese workmen digging the foundations of a house, and a Chinese 


| governor had it removed to the precincts of a temple near by and 
| placed on a pedestal. The measurement of the monument makes 
aa it five palms broad, one palm thick, and ten palms long or high. 
| The upper end is of pyramidal shape with a sculptured cross and 
mn arms terminating in lilies, as here represented. 
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{i The inscription on the tablet is mainly in ancient Chinese 


i characters, with marginal addenda unrecognized at * st, but subse- 

+m quently found to be in Syriac characters. 

| The city of Si-ngan Fu, near which the monument was found, 

| | is the capital of northwest China, and in size and importance is only 

| | second to Peking. In historical relics, records, age and interest, it 

is well worthy of its early name, Chang-an (continuous peace). The 
| author of the Mddle Kingdom, describing this city, says: 


‘‘ The approach to it from the east lies across a bluff, whose eastern face is filled 
‘ with houses cut in the dry earth, and from whose summit the lofty towers and imposing 
walls are seen across the plain three miles away. These defences were too solid for the 
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Mohammedan rebels, and protected the citizens while even their suburbs were burned, 
. . . Si-ngan has been taken and retaken, rebuilt and destroyed, since its establishment 
in the twelfth century B. C., by the Martial King, but its position has always assured for 
it the control of trade between the central and western provinces and Central Asia. The 
city itself is picturesquely situated, and contains some few remains of its ancient impor- 
tance, while the neighborhood promises better returns to the sagacious antiquarian and 
explorer than any [other] portion of China. The principal record of the Nestorian 
Mission work in China, the famous Tablet of A.D., 781, still remains in the yard of a 
temple. Some miles to the northwest liesthe temple Ta-fu-sz’ containing a notable col- 
ossus of Buddha, the largest in China, said to have been cut by one of the Emperors of 
the Tang in the ninth century. This statue is in a cave, hewn out of the sandstone 
rock, being cut out of the same material and left in the construction of the grotto. Its 
height is 56 feet ; the proportions of limbs and body of the sitting figure are on the 
whole good, the Buddha being represented with right hand upraised in blessing, and the 
figure, as well as garments, richly covered with color and gilt. Before the god stand | 
two smaller collossi of the Shamg-hoa, Buddha’s favorite disciples ; their inferior art 
and workmanship, however, testify to a later-origin. The cave is lighted from above, 
after the manner of the Pantheon, by a single round opening in the vaulting. Sixty feet 
over the rock temple rises a tile roofing, and upon the hillside without the cavern are a 
number of minor temples and statues.”’ 


Such are the surroundings in which this notable monument 
was discovered, in 1625, by a party of workmen when digging the 
foundations of a house. Much impressed by the appearance of 
this marble monument, though unable to decipher its inscription, 
the Chinese Governor of the Province had it removed toa neigh- 
boring temple and piaced on a pedestal. Careful examination soon 
disclosed the fact above stated that the body of the inscription was 
in ancient Chinese characters, and the marginal inscriptions in 
Syriac. It first became known to the European world in 1636, 
when Kircher published his Prodromus Capticus at Rome. Both 
the Chinese and Syriac characters are in such a state of preserva- 
tion that it was found easy to take fac-similes by inking the surface 
and spreading transparent paper upon it. More recently trans- 
lations of the tablet have been made by several Chinese and Syriac 
scholars. Rev. Dr. I. C. Bridgeman published a translation of it 
in 1845, and later still a missionary of the London Missionary So- 
ciety, Rev. A. Wylie, has published another. Readers, not familiar 
with the literature of this subject, should know the authenticity of 
this tablet has been called in question. While its discovery was 
joyfully hailed by many as evidence of the wonderful zeal of the 
early Nestorian christians, and of the rapid and wide extension of 
christianity in China in the early centuries, it was soon decried by. 
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skeptics as “a trick of the Jesuits,” and the arguments urged attest 
much zeal and ability on both sides. Those desiring a very care- 
ful, candid and impartial discussion of this question, may find it in 
the Fournal of the American Oriental Society, Vol. 3, Art. x, pp. 401 
to 419, by Edlward FE. Salisbury. With no attempt here to canvass 
or balance the arguments on either side, we note that among 
those who contend for the genuineness of the tablet are Rev. Dr. 
Bridgeman, Kircher, who first translated and brought it to the 
notice of the western world, Renaudot, author of Anczennes Re- 
lations des Indes ct de la China, Assemanni, author of Bibliotheca 
Orientalis, Moshiem, in his Historia Turtarorum Ecclesiastica, Klap- 
roth, Abel-Rémusat, who, in his /é/anges Astatiques makes an ex- 
tended and able argument to show the impossibility of fabrication ; 
and to these we may add the able author of the AZiddle Kingdom, 
S. Wells Williams, LL.D., who, with full knowledge of the argu- 
ments urged against the tablet’s authenticity, confidently affirms: 
“The weight of evidence, both internal and external, leaves no 
doubt regarding its verity” 

But our main purpose here is to give our readers the tablet 
itself, and the evidence it furnishes of the energy and zeal of the 
early Nestorian missionaries, and the favor with which christianity 
was received in China in those early centuries. We append it here 
in the translation made most recently by the Rev. A. Wylie: 


TABLET EULOGIZING THE PROPAGATION OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS 
RELIGION IN CHINA, WITTE A PREFACE; COMPOSED BY KING- 
TSING, A PRIEST OF THE SYRIAN CHURCH. 


Behold the unchangeably true and invisible, who existed through all eternity with- 
out origin; the far-seeing perfect intelligence, whose: mysterious existence is everlast- 
ing ; Operating on®primordial substance he created the universe, being more excellent 
than ali holy intelligences. inasmuch as he is the source of all that is honorable. This 


‘is our eternal true lord God, triune and mysterious in substance, He appointed the 


Cross as the means for determining the four cardinal points, he moved the original spirit, 
and produced the two principles of nature; the sombre void was changed, and heaven 
and earth were opened out ; the sun and moon revolved, and day and night commenced; 
having perfected all inferior objects, he then made the first man; upon him he bestowed 
an excellent disposition, giving him in charge the government of all created beings ; 


-man, acting out the original principles of his nature, was pure and unostentatious ; his 


unsullied and expansive mind was free from the least inordinate desire ; until Satan in- 
troduced the seeds of falsehood, to deteriorate his purity of principle; the opening thus 
commenced in his virtue gradually enlarged, and by this crevice in his nature was ob- 
scured and rendered vicious ; hence three hundred and sixty-five sects followed each 
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other in continuous track, inventing every species of doctrinal complexity; while some 
pointed to material objects as the source of their fiith, others reduced all to vacancy, 
even to the annihilation of the two primeval principles ; some sought to call down 
blessings by prayers and supplications, while others by an assumption of excellence 
held themselves up as superior to their fellows ; their intellects and thoughts continually 
wavering, their minds and affections incessintly on the move, they never obtained their 
vast desires, but being exhausted and distressed they revolved in their own heated at- 
mosphere ; till by an accumulation of obscurity they lost their path, and after long 
groping in darkness they were vnable to return. Thereupon, our Trinity being divided 
in nature, the illustrious and honorable Messiah, veiling his true dignity, appeared in 
the world as a man; angelic powers promulyated the glad tidings, a virgin gave birth 
to the Holy One in Syria; a bright star announced the felicitous event, and Persians A 
observing the splendor came to present tribute; the ancient dispensation, as declared by 
the twenty-four holy men,? was then fulfilled, andt he laid down great principles for the 
government of families and king oms; he established the new religion of the silent 
operation of the pure spirit of the Triune; he rendered virtue subservient to direct 
faith ; he fixed the extent of the eight boundaries,’ thus completing the truth and free- 
ing it from dross; he opened the gate of the three constant principles, introducing life — 
and destroying death; he suspended the bright sun to invade the chambers of darkness, 
and the falsehoods of the devil were thereupon defeated; he set in motion the vessel 
of mercy by which to ascend to the briyht mansions, whereupon rational beings 
were then released; having thus completed the manifestation of: his power, in clear 
day he ascended to his true station. Twenty-seven sacred books © have been left, which 
disseminate intelligence by unfolding the original transforming principles, By the rule 
for admission, it is the custom to apply the water of baptism, to wash away all superficial 
show and to cleanse and purify the neophytes. Asa seal, they hold the cross, whose 
influence is reflected in every direction, uniting all without distinction. As they strike 
the wood, the fame of their benevolence is diffused abroad; worshipping toward the 
east, they hasten on the way to life and glory ; they preserve the beard to symbolize their 
outward actions, they shave the crown td indicate the absence of inward affections ; 
they do not keep slaves, but put noble and mean all on an equality; they do not amass 
wealth, but cast all their property into the common stock ; they fast, in order to perfect 
themselves by self-inspection ; they submit to restraints, in order to strengthen them- 
selves by silent watchfulness ; seven times a day they have worship and praise, for the 
benefit of the living and the dead; once in seven days they sacrifice, to cleanse the heart 
and return to purity. 

It is difficult to find a name to express the excellence of the true and unchangeable 
doctrine ; but as its meritorious operations are manifestly displayed, by accommodation 


1 Po-sz’, ‘Persians.’ This name was well known to the Chinese at that time, being 
the designation of an extensive sect then located in the Empire, and the name of a na- 
tion with which they had held commercial and political intercourse for several centuries. 
The statement here is in admirable harmony with the general tradition of the early 
church, that the Magi or wise men mentioned in Matthew's yospel were no other than 
philosophers of the Parsee sect. 


2 The ** holy men’”’ denote the writers of the books of the old Testament. 

3 The * eight boundaries’ are inexplicable ; some refer them to the beatitudes. 
* The “three constant principles ’’ may perhaps mean faith, hope and charity, 
> Exactly the same number we have in the New Testament, 
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it is named the Illustrious Religion. Now without holy men, principles cannot become 
expanded; without principles, holy men cannot become magnified; but with holy men 
and right principles, united as the two parts of a signet, the world becomes civilized and 
enlightened. 

In the time of the accomplished Emperor Taitsung, the illustrious and magnificent 
founder of the dynasty, among the enlightened and holy men who arrived was the Most- 
virtuous Olopun, from the country of Syria. Observing the azure clouds, he bore the 
true sacred books; beholding the directions of the winds,-he braved difficulties and 
dangers. In the year A. D. 635 he arrived at Chang-an; the Emperor sent his Prime 
Minister, Duke Fang Hiuenling; who, carrying the official staff to the west border, con- 
ducted his guest into the interior ; the sacred books were translated in the imperial lib- 
rary, the sovereign investigated the subject in his private apartments; when becoming 
deeply impressed with the rectitude and truth of the religion, he gave special orders for 
its dissemination, In the seventh month of the year A. D. 638 the following imperial 
proclamation was issued : 

‘‘ Right principles have no invariable name, holy men have no invariable station ; 
instruction is established in accordance with the locality, with the object of benefiting 


the people at large. The Greatly-virtuous Olopun, of the kingdom of Syria, has brought 


his sacred books and images from that distant part, and has presented them at our chief 
capital, Having examined the principles of this religion, we find them to be purely 
excellent and natural; investigating its originating source, we find it has taken its rise 
from the establishment of important truths; its ritual is free from perplexing expres- 
sions, its principles wiil survive when the framework is forgot; it is beneficial to all 
creatures ; it is advantageous to mankind. Let it be published throughout the Empire, 


and let the proper authority build a Syrian church in the capital in the I-ning Way, 


which shall be governed by twenty-one priests. When the virtue of the Chau dynasty 
declined, the rider on the azure ox ascended to the west; the principles of the great 
Tang becoming resplendent, the Illustrious breezes have come to fan the East.”’ 

Orders were then issued ‘o the authorities to have a true portrait of the Emperor 
taken; when is was transferred to the wall of the church, the dazzling splendor of the 
celestial visage irradiated the Illustrious portals. ‘The sacred traces emitted a felicitous 
influence, and shed a perpetual splendor over the holy precincts. According to the II- 
Justrated Memoir of the Western Regions, and the historical books of the Han and 
Wei dynasties, the kingdom of Syria reaches south to the Coral Sea; on the north it 
joins the Gem Mountains; on the west it extends toward the borders of the immortals 
and the flowery forests; on the east it lies open to the violent winds and tideless waters. 
The country produces fire-proof cloth, life restoring incense, bright moon-pear!s, and 
night-lustre yems. Brigands and robbers are unknown, but the people enjoy happiness 


and peace. None but Illustrious laws prevail ; none but the virtuous are raised to sov- 


ereign power. The land is broad and ampie, and its literary productions are perspicu- 
ous and clear. 


The Emperor Kautsung respectfully succeeded his ancestor, and was still more be- 
neficent toward the institution of truth. In every province he caused Illustrious 
churches to be erected, and ratified the honor conferred upon Olopun, making him the 
great conservator of doctrine for the preservation of the State. While this doctrine 
pervaded every channel, the S:ate became enriched and tranquillity abounded. Every 
city was full of churches, and the royal family enjoyed lustre and happiness. In the 
year A. D. 699 the Buddhists gaining power, raised their voices in the eastern metropo- 
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lis; } in the year A. D. 713, some low fellows excited ridicule and spread slanders in 
the western capital. At that time there was the chief priest Lo-han, the Greatly-virtu- 
ous Kie-leih, and others of noble estate from the golden regions, lofty-minded priests, 
having abandoned all worldly interests ; who unitedly maintained the grand principles 
and preserved them entire to the end. 

The high-principled Emperor Hiuentsung caused the Prince of Ning and others, 
five princes in all, personally to visit the. felicitous edifice; he established the place of — 
worship; he restored the consecrated timbers which had been temporarily thrown down; 
and re-erected the sacred stones which for a time had been desecrated. 

In 742 orders were given to the great general Kau Lih-sz’, to send the five sacred 
portraits and have them placed in the church, and a gift of a hundred pieces of silk 
accompanied these pictures of intelligence. Although the dragon’s beard was then re- 
mote, their bows and swords were still within reach; while the solar horns sent 
forth their rays, and celestial visages seemed close at hand.” 

In 744 the priest Kih-ho, in the Kingdom of Syria, looking toward the star (of 
China), was attracted by its transforming influence, and observing the sun (7, e. Em- 
peror), came to pay court to the most honorable. The Emperor commanded the priest 
Lo-han, the priest Pulun, and others, seven in all, together with the Greatly-virtuous 
Kih-ho, to perform a service of merit in the Hing-king palace. Thereupon the Em- 
peror composed mottoes for the sides of the church, and the tablets were graced with 
the royal inscriptions; the accumulated gems emitted their effulgence, while their 
sparkling brightness vied with the ruby clouds; the transcripts of intelligence suspended 
in the void shot forth their rays as reflected by the sun; the bountiful gifts exceeded 
the height of the southern hills; the bedewing favors weie deep as the eastern sea. 
Nothing is beyond the range of right principle, and what is permissible may be indenti- 
fied; nothing is beyond the power of the holy man, and that which is practicable may 
be related, 

The accomplished and enlightened Emperor Suchtsung rebuilt the Illustrious 
churches in Ling-wu and four other places; great benefits were conferred, and felicity 
began to increase; great munificence was displayed, and the imperial State became es- 
tablished, 

The accomplished and military Emperor Taitsung magnified the sacred succession, 
and honored the latent principle of nature ; always on the incarnation-day, he bestowed 
celestial incense, and ordered the performance of a service of merit; he distributed of 
the imperial viands, in order to shed a glory on the Illusirious Congregation. Heaven 
is munificent in the dissemination of blessings whereby the benefits of life are extended ; 
the holy man embodies the original! principle of virtue, whence he is able to counteract 
noxious influences, 

Our sacred and sage like, accomplished and military Emperor Kienchung ap- 
pointed the eight branches of government, according to which he advanced or degraded 
the intelligent and dull; he opened up the nine categories, by means of which he reno. 


1“ Eastern metropolis”? is Tung Chau, literally ‘Eastern Chau.’ The Empire 
was at this time under the government of the Empress Wu Tsih-tien, who had removed 
her residence from Chang-an to Lohyang in Honan. 


2 These personages are the first five Emperors of the Tang dynasty, Hiuentsung’s 
predecessors. Their portraits were so admjrably painted that they seemed to be pres- 
ent, their arms could almost be handled, and their foreheads, or ‘* horns of the sun,’ 
radiated their intelligence. 
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vated the illustrious decrees; his transforming influence prevaded the most abstruse 
principles, while openness of heart distinguished his devotions. Thus, by correct 
and enlarged purity of principle, and undeviating consistency in sympathy with others; 
by extended commiseration rescuing multitudes from misery, disseminating blessings on 
all around, the cultivation of our doctrine gained a grand basis, and by gradual ad- 
vances its influence was diffused. If the winds and rains are sensible, the world will 
be at rest; men will be guided by principle, inferior objects will be pure; the living 
will be at ease, and the dead will rejoice; the thoughts will produce their appropriate 
response, the affections will be free, and the eyes will be sincere; such is the laudable 
condition which we of the Illustrious Religion are laboring to attain. 

Our great benefactor, the Imperially-conferred-purple-g »wn priest,’ I sz’, titular 
Great Statesman of the Banqueting-h use, Associate | Secondary Military Commissioner 
for the Northern Region, and Examinition-palace Overseer, was naturally mil. and gra- 
ciously Cisposed; his mind susceptible of sound doctrine, he was diligent in the per- 
formance; from the distant city of Rajagriha,? be came to visit China; his principles 
more lofty than those of the three dynastics, his pracice was perfect in every de- 
partment; at first he applied himself to duties pertaining to the palace, eventually 
his name was inscribed on the military roll. When the Duke Koh Tsz’-{, Secon- 
dary Minister of State and Prince of Fan-yang, at first conducted the military in 
the northern region, the Emperor Suhtsung made him (I-sz’) his attendant on his 
travels; although he was a private chamberlain, he assumed no distinction on the 
march; he was as claws and teeth to the duke, and in rousing the military he was 
as ears and eyes; he distributed the wealth conferred upon him, not accumulating 
treasure for his private use; he made offerings of jewelry which had been given by 
iinperial favor, he spread out a gollen carpet lor devotion; now he repaired the old 
churches, anon he increased the number of religious establishments ; he honored and 
decorated the various edifices, till they resembled the plumage of the pheasant in its 
flight ; moreover, practising the discipline of the Illustrious Religion, he distributed his 
riches in deeds of benevolence ; every year he assembled those in the sacred office from 
four churches, and respectfully engaged them for fisty days in purification and prepar- 
ation; the naked came and were clothed; the sick were attended to and restored; the 
dead were buried in repose; even amoung the must pure and self-denying of the Bud- 
dhists, such excellence was never heard of; the white-clad members of the Illustrious 
Congregation, now considering these men, have desired to engrave a broad tablet, in 
order to set forth a eulogy of their magnanimous deeds. 


1It was no rare occurrence for priests to occupy civil and military offices in the 
State during the Tang and preceding «dynasties, Oi the three utles here given, the first 
is merely an indication of rank, by which the bearer is entitled to a certain emviument 
from the State; the second is his title as an officer actively engaged im the imperial 
Service; and the third is an honorary title, which gives to the possessur a Certain status 
in the capital, without any duties or emolument conuecte.l therewith. 


*Wang shih, literary ‘ Royal residence,’ which is alsu the translation of the Sans- 
krit word Rajagriha, is the name of the city on the banks of the Gange-, which occurs 
in several Buddhist works. As this was one of the most importat of the Buddhist cities 
in India, it is natural to suppose that I-sz’ was a Buddhist priest. 
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ODE. 


The true Lord is without origin, 

Profound, invisible, and unchangeable ; 

With power and capacity to perfect and transform, 
He raised up the earth and established the heavens. 


Divided in nature, he entered the world, 
To save and to help without bounds ; 

The sun arose, and darkness was dispelled, 
All bearing witness to his true original. 


The glorious and resplendent, accomplished Emperor, 
Whose principles embraced those of preceding monarchs, 
Taking advantage of the occasion, suppressed turbulence ; 
Iieaven was spread out and the earth was enlarged. 


When the pure, bright Illustrious Religion 

Was introduced to our Tang dynasty, 

The Scriptures were translated, and churches built, 

And the vessel set in motion for the living and the dead ; 
Every kind of blessing was then obtained, 

And all the kingdoms enjoyed a state of peace. 


When Kautsung succeeded to his ancestral estate, 
He rebuilt the edifices of purity ; 

Palaces of concord, large and light, 

Covered the length and breadth of the land, 


The true doctrine was clearly announced, 

Overseers of the church were appointed in due form ; 

The people enjoyed happiness and peace, 

While all creatures were exempt from calamity and distress. 


When Hiuentsung commenced his sacred career, 

He applied himself to the cultivation of truth and rectitude ; 
His imperial tablets shot forth their effuigence, 

And the celestial writings mutually reflected their splendors. 


The imperial domain was rich and luxuriant, 
While the whole land rendered exalted homage ; 
Every business was flourishing throughout, 

And the people all enjoyed prosperity. 


Then came Suhtsung, who commenced anew, 

And celestial dignity marked the imperial movements ; 
Sacred as the moon’s unsullied expanse, 

While felicity was wafted like nocturnal gales. 


Happiness reverted to the imperial household, 
The autumnal influences were long removed ; 
Ebullitions were allayed, and risings suppressed, 
And thus our dynasty was firmly built up. 
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vated the illustrious decrees; his transforming influence prevaded the most abstruse 
principles, while openness of heart di-tinguished his devotions. Thus, by correct 
and enlarged purity of principle, and undeviating consistency in sympathy with others; 
by extended commiseration rescuing multitudes from misery, disseminating blessings on 
all around, the cultivation of our doctrine gained a grand basis, and by gradual ad- 
vances its influence was diffused. If the winds and rains are sensible, the world will 
be at rest; men will be guided by principle, inferior objects will be pure; the living 
will be at ease, and the dead will rejoice; the thoughts will produce their appropriate 
response, the affections will be free, and the eyes will be sincere; such is the laudable 
condition which we of the Illustrious Religion are laboring to attain. 

Our great benefactor, the Imperially-conferred-purple-g wn priest,' I sz’, titular 
Great Statesman of the Banqueting-h ouse, Associated’ Secondary Military Commissioner 
for the Northern Region, and Examinition-palace Overseer, was naturally mil.t and gra- 
ciously cisposed; his mind susceptible of sound doctrine, he was diligent in the per- 
formance; from the distant city of Rajagriha,? he came to visit China; his principles 
more lofty than those of the three dynastics, his pracice was perfect in every de- 
partment; at first he applied himself to duties pertaining to the palace, eventually 
his name was inscribed on the military roll. When the Duke Koh Tsz’-i, Secon- 
dary Minister of State and Prince of Fan-yang, at first conducted the military in 
the northern region, the Emperor Suhtsung made him (I-sz’) his attendant on his 
travels; although he was a private chamberlain, he assumed no distinction on the 
march; he was as claws and teeth to the duke, and in rousing the military he was 
as ears and eyes; he distributed the wealth conferred upon him, not accumulating 
treasure for his private use; he made offerings of jewelry which had been given by 
iinperial favor, he spread out a gollen carpet fur devotion; now he repaired the old 
churches, anon he increased the number of religious establishments ; he honored and 
decorated the various edifices, till they resembled the plumage of the pheasant in its 
flight; moreover, practising the discipline of the Illustrious Religion, he distributed his 
riches in deeds of benevolence ; every year he assembled those in the sacred office from 
four churches, and respectfully engaged them for fisty days in purification and prepar- 
ation; the naked came and were clothed; the sick were attended to and restored; the 
dead were buried in repose; even amoung the must pure and self-denying of the Bud- 
dhists, such excellence was never heard of; the white-clad members of the Illustrious 
Congregation, now considering these men, have desired to engrave a broad tablet, in 
order to set forth a eulogy of their magnanimous deeds. 


1It was no rare occurrence for priests to occupy civil and military offices in the 
State during the Tang and preceding dynasties, Ot the three utles here given, the first 
is merely an indication of rank, by which the bearer is entitled to a certain emviument 
from the State; the second its his tithe as an officer actively engaged im the impetial 
service; and the third is an honorary title, which gives to the pus»essur a certain status 
in the capital, without any duties or emolument conuecte.l therewith. 


2 Wang shih, literary ‘ Royal residence,’ which is the translation of the Sans- 
krit word R@jagriha, is the name of the city on the banks of the Gange-, which occurs 
in several Buddhist works. As this was one of the most importaut of the Buddhist cities 
in India, it is natural to suppose that I-sz’ was a Buddhist priest. 
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Nestorian Monument at Si-Ngan Fu, China. 


ODE. 


The true Lord is without origin, 

Profound, invisible, and unchangeable ; 

With power and capacity to perfect and transform, 
He raised up the earth and established the heavens. 


Divided in nature, he entered the world, 
To save and to help without bounds ; 

The sun arose, and darkness was dispelled, 
All bearing witness to his true original. 


The glorious and resplendent, accomplished Emperor, 
Whose principles embraced those of preceding monarchs, 
Taking advantage of the occasion, suppressed turbulence ; 
Iieaven was spread out and the earth was enlarged. 


When the pure, bright Illustrious Religion 

Was introduced to our Tang dynasty, 

The Scriptures were translated, and churches built, 

And the vessel set in motion for the living and the dead ; 
Every kind of blessing was then obtained, 

And all the kingdems enjoyed a state of peace. 


When Kautsung succeeded to his ancestral estate, 
He rebuilt the edifices of purity ; 

Palaces of concord, large and light, 

Covered the length and breadth of the land, 


The true doctrine was clearly announced, 

Overseers of the church were appointed in due form ; 

The people enjoyed happiness and peace, 

While all creatures were exempt from calamity and distress. 


When Hiuentsung commenced his sacred career, 

He applied himself to the cultivation of truth and rectitude ; 
His imperial tablets shot forth their effuigence, 

And the celestial writings mutually reflected their splendors. 


The imperial domain was rich and luxuriant, 
While the whole land rendered exalted homage ; 
Every business was flourishing throughout, 

And the people all enjoyed prosperity. 


Then came Suhtsung, who commenced anew, 

And celestial dignity marked the imperial movements ; 
Sacred as the moon’s unsullied expanse, 

While felicity was wafted like nocturnal gales. 


Happiness reverted to the imperial household, 
The autumnal influences were long removed ; 
Ebullitions were allayed, and risings suppressed, 
And thus our dynasty was firmly built up. 
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Taitsung the filial and just 

Combined in virtue with heaven and earth; 

By his liberal bequests the living were satisfied, 

And property formed the channel of imparting succor. 


By fragrant mementoes he rewarded the meritorious, 
With benevolence he dispensed his donations ; 

The solar concave appeared in dignity, 

And the lunar retreat was decorated to extreme. 


When Kienchung succeeded to the throne, 

He began by the cultivation of intelligent virtue ; 
His military vigilance extended to the four seas, 
And his accomplished purity influenced all lands. 


His light penetrated the secresies of men, 

And to him the diversities of objects were seen as in a mirror; 
He shed a vivifying influence through the whole realm of nature, 
And all outer nations took him for example. 


The true doctrine however expansive ! 
Its responses are minute ; 

How difficult to name it! 

To elucidate the three in one. 


The sovereign has the power to act! 
While the ministers record ; 

We raise this noble monument! 

To the praise of great felicity. 


This was erected in the 2d year of Kienchung, of the Tang dynasty (A.D, 781), on 
the 7th day of Ist month, being Sunday. 

Written by Lu Siu-yen, Secretary to Council, formerly Military Superintendent for 
Taichau ; while the Bishop Ning-shu had the charge of the congregations of the Lllus- 
trious in the East.” | 


This inscription is officially inscribed as follows: 


‘Assistant Examiner: the High Statesman of the Sacred rites, the Imperialiy-con- 
ferred. purple-gown Chief Presbyter and Priest Yili.” 


On the left margin of this tablet are inscribed, in Syriac, 76 
names of priests, and 61 are inscribed in Chinese. 

In view of this tablet and the testimony and details it gives 
of the extensive spread of christianity in China at and before its 
date (781, A. D.) the significant question arises : 

Whence the decline and extinction of the Nestorian Missions in 
China? Without attempting any full investigation or answer to 
this inquiry, we suggest: (1) For many years, beginning shortly 
after the date of this monument, China and all Central Asia were 
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intensely agitated by religious, secular and political strife. That 
the Buddhists should struggle for supremacy, and all the more on 
finding the Nestorian Missions and churches receiving imperial 
favor and patronage, is not at all surprising; while the incon- 
stancy of kings and emperors has been amply illustrated in every 
age. That the Nestorian missionaries and preachers, both foreign 
and indigenous, came under imperial disfavor, early in the ninth 
century, seems evident from the edict of Wutsung in 845. A. D., 
commanding 3,000 priests of the sect that came from Ta-Tsin to 
retire to private life. Two Arabian travellers also, in this same 
(oth) century, report that many christians perished in the siege of 
Canfu. The Moslems also were making their presence and power 
felt in China, and would lose no opportunity to oppose the Nes- 
torian christians, and weaken their influence with the Chinese 
rulers and people. Prester John, the christian prince spoken of by 
Marco Polo, as ruler of the Kara Kitai Tartars, in North China, 
perished in the wars of Genghis Khan, in 1203, and the ready in- 
ference is that his christian subjects and all Nestorian christians 
falling into the power of Genghis Khan, found little mercy at his 
hands. It is a matter of history also that while the Moslems were 
prosecuting their sweeping conquests over all Central Asia, the 
Nestoran christians in China were cut off from all intercourse with 
their mother church ; and subjected to oppression and persecution, 
what wonder if they failed to maintain the purity of their christian 
faith. (2.) Another suggestion, never hitherto considered by any 
authorities on this subject, so far as we know, is, that the Nestorian 
christians in China, instead of becoming extinct,as most have sup- 
posed, only declined in the vigor and purity of their faith and cor- 
rectness of christian life and practise, and were eventually ab- 
sorbed among the early converts of the Roman Catholic mission- 
aries. Marco Polo, as late as the ninth century, testifies that the 
Nestorians in China were “‘ numerous and respected;”’ mentioning 
churches at Hang-chau and Chin Kiang built by the Prefect, Marsar- 
chis, himself a member of the Nestorian church, and speaks of the 
Nestorian christians as living in most of the towns and countries 
of Central Asia. 

It is a well-known fact that, on the discovery of this monument, 
the Jesuits claimed it and its inscription as a memento and sum- 
mary of the doctrines and triumphs of christianity under the early 
Roman Catholic missionaries. With this fact must be considered 
two other facts: (a) That the best authorities date the coming of 
the Nestorian missionaries in China as early, at least, as 505 A. D., 
probably earlier. (b) The first organized Mission of the Roman 
Catholics in China, that under John of Montecorvino, dates from 
1288 A. D. Keeping in mind the testimony of Marco Polo and 
others as to the large number of Nestorian christians in China in 
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the oth century and later, the fact that they had been cut off by 
intervening wars and commotions in Central Asia from communi- 
cation with the mother church, and that the Nestorian missionaries. 
in China must all have died, and the mother church even had be- 
come more or less corrupt, is it not reasonable to suppose that the 
large body of Chinese (Nestorian) cheistians, deteriorated in their 
faith and practice, recognized in the first Roman Catholic mission - 
aries and their teaching so much of the elements of Nestorian 
christianity as to become ready cunverts, and thus soon became ab- 
sorbed in the Roman Catholic churches? We submit this sugges- 
tion with much delerence to the authorities who have given far 
more study to this subject than we have, while still regarding it a 
plausible solution of the doubt or objection urged by some to the 
genuineness of the tablet from the fact that, since its discovery,. 
no trace of Nestorian converts and churches has been found in 
China. If these Nestorian christians became thus alssorbed, in the 
absence of any and all authentic records of them later than this 
tablet, it surely is no marvel that no such Nestorian christians have 
been found since 1625, and that this tablet stands as the only re- 
liable, but unimpeachable, witness to the early triumphs and wide 
extension of christianity in China under the labors of Nestorian 
missionaries. 

And yet, this supposition that all traces of the Nestorian 
christians have disappeared in China, is only a concession to the 
claim of those who urge the absence of such traces as evidence 
against the genuineness of the tablet and its inscription. There is 
ample ground to take issue with them as to the absence of such 
traces. During the entire period from 781, the date of the tablet, 
down to 1842, what protestant missionaries explored interior and 
western China in search of such traces? The Roman Catholic 
missionaries had it all their own way, from the origin of their Mis- 
sions to the date mentioned, (1842); and much later, even, for pro- 
testant missionaries have only quite recently ventured into the in- 
terior and western provinces of China. So that if the Roman 
Catholic missionaries engrossed the Nestorian converts and churches. 
in their own Missions, they had only to omit all references to the 
early Nestorian missionaries, and claim all evidences and traces of 
those early christian churches and civilization as the result of 
Roman Catholic Missions. 

Besides, we must not overlook the fact, in this connection, that 
some disinterested travelers and writers have testified to many and 
positive traces of those early Nestcrian Missions and churches in 
China. Ritter, in his Erdkunde von Asien (1832), says that “ The 
influence of a Mission so early as that spoken of in this inscription, 
may be said to show itself unmistakably in the traces of Nestorian- 
ism found in that part of China which it refers to, by missionary 
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travelers and others, and noticed by annalists who were ignorant of 
the disputed fact of its introduction at that time.” And more 
recently protestant missionaries in China report the discovery of 
traces, and some report what they regard as positive evidences, of 
the existence and work of those early Nestorian missionaries— 
traces and evidences existing at the present time. As a specimen 
of these, take the testimony of Mr. Goddard, of Ningpo, so recently 
as September 2, 1852. He writes: 


“A few days since a respectable-looking stranger came into our chapel, and listened 
with much apparent attention to the discussion. After service he stopped to converse, 
He said that he and his ancestors had worshiped only one God, the Creator. He knew 
of Moses and Jesus, and Mary, said he was not a Romanist nor Mohammedan, neither 
had he seen our books, but that the doctrine was handed down from his ancestors. Ie 
did not know where they obtained it, nor for how many generations they had followed 
it. He is from one of the western provinces of China, and said that in his native place 
there are some thirty families of the same religion. They have books but do not pro- 
pagate them.” 


Must we not regard such individuals and communities, wor- 
shiping the Creator, and recognizing their own faith and practice as 
entirely distinct from those of the Romanists or Moslems, and 
readily assenting to the teachings of protestant missionaries as 
identical with their own views and beliefs—must we not regard 
such individuals and communities in China as very unmistakable 
traces of those early Nestorian Missions? But we only suggest, 
and submit this ancient inscription for the mature thought and 
study of all intelligent minds interested in the world’s evangeliza- 
tion. 

Since the above was in MS. we have found access to two let- 
ters of “ Father John, of Monte Corvino,” which seem to bear 
very directly on the question here discussed and the suggestions 
above introduced. Father John had traveled through Persia, had 
spent thirteen months in India, near the church of St. Thomas, and 
reached the Court of Pekin (Khan-balik) in 1293, where the intelli- 
gent Mogul Emperor, Coublai Khan, then held his court. These 
letters seem to confirm the view that the Nestorian christians were 
numerous and influential in China at the close of the 13th and be- 
ginning of the 14th centuries, that vigorous and persistent efforts 
were made to convert them to the Romish faith, and that the strug- 
gle between the Nestoria and Romish christians led both parties 
to enlist the ruling powers to favor and uphold his own, and oppose 
and persecute the other party; and this to the ultimate decrease 
and suppression of the Nestorians. As pertinent here we quote 


from Father John writing to the Vicar of the Minor Friers in the 
Crimea, thus: 


* In this country the Nestorians, who assume the title of Christians, but who have 
Strayed from the christian doctrine, have so much influence that they will not permit 
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christians of any other persuasion (alterius ritus) to have a small oratory or to teach any 
other than the Nestorian doctrines. As no apostle nor disciple of the apostles has ever 
penetrated these regions, the Nestorians, for this reason, have excited persecutions 
against me, asserting that I have not been sent by the pope, but that I am aspy anda 
traitor, and further, that an ambassador was indeed sent to the emperor with a large 
treasure, but that he was robbed and murdered by me in India. These machinations 
lasted about five years; so that I had frequently to appear with shame and fear of death 
before the tribunals. At last, through God’s goodness, from the confession of one of 
them, the emperor discovered my innocence and the guilt of my accusers, who, with 
their wives and children, were sent into banishment.’’ 


Note, here, this triumph of Father John and the Romish party 
over the Nestorians. In his letter to his friend, the Vicar, Father 
John goes on to report his labors, telling of the church he had 
built in Pekin, with its tower and three bells, and that he had bap- 
tized about 6,000 persons, and but for the accusations made against 
him by the Nestorians he would probably have baptized 30,000; 
that he had “bought successively 150 boys, the sons of hea- 
thens, from seven to eleven years of age, and who yet know no 
religion; and yet he baptized them and taught them Latin and 
Greek and the church ritual; the emperor taking pleasure in hear- 
ing them sing. In another part of the same letter Father John 
writes: 


‘“‘A certain king in these regions, George, of the sect of the Nestorians, who be.- 
longs to the family of the great king, who was called Prester John, attached himself to 
me the first year that I was here, and, after he had been converted by me to the truth of 
the Catholic faith, was received into the Oraines Afinores and stood by me in royal vest- 
ments while I said mass, Some Nestorians have accused him of defection, but he has 
brought a great portion of his people to the true Catholic faith, and with royal magnifi- 
cence has bui!i a fine church to the honor of our God, the Holy Trinity and the people, 
naming it the Romzsh Church, This King George fell asleep in the Lord a christian, 
Six years ago, leaving 9 son and successor who is now nine years of age. His brothers, 
attached to the cross of the Nestorians, were all converted by him, but since the king’s 
death have returned to the old sect.’’ 


How could we have more positive evidence of the many Nes- 
torian christians in China down to the date of this letter, 1305, of 
the prolonged contentions and struggles between them and the 
Romish missionaries ; and of the gradually waning influence of the 
Nestorians, and the growing power and final triumph of the Romish 
party—especially when we add some further facts, stated in this 
same letter, that Father John was honored with apartments in the 
palace where he was received as the pope’s legate, that the emperor 
honored him above all prelates, by what name soever called, and 
desired more Romish missionaries to be sent to him; and add 
also the fact that in 1307 Clement V. created Father John, Arch- 
bishop of Pekin and sent him seven Franciscans as suffragans, and 
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three more in 1312. How far these facts, and similar, and still 
greater subsequent Romish triumphs, in winning to the Romish 
faith both Nestorian christians and Mogul kings and subjects, tend 


to strengthen our second suggestion above, we leave to thoughtful 
readers. 


II. GENERAL GORDON, EGYPT, AND THE SOUDAN. 


The fall of Khartoum, the reported death of General Gordon, 
the death of Col. Stewart and other brave officers of the British 
forces invading the Soudan, and the hasty and _ harassed retreat of 
their advance troops to rejoin the main body of the army at Korti, 
—these events have followed each other in quick succession and 
startling force, causing English ears to tingle and English hearts to 
throb all the more violently in that their forces in the Soudan, with 
immense toil and suffering, had reached a point from which they 
were just ready to reach out the hand, grasp Khartoum and rescue 
Gordon. The full significance of these events will doubtless be 
better understood as the smoke and dust clear away, and excited 
and indignant feelings give place to sober judgment. 

As to General Gordon, while his death will be long and almost 
universally mourned, his cheracter will ever shine in the beauty and 
brightness of his pure, unfaltering faith in God, crowned and gem- 
med with the special lustre of his self-abnegation and of his lofty 
and humane purpose. Many have wondered, and even condemned 
Gordon for asking the government to appoint sucha notorious slave 
dealer as Zebehr Pasha to be Governor General of thé Soudan. 
And the detection of his later intrigues with the Mahdi may seem 
to confirm the unwisdom of Gordon’s request. And yet, it is not 
difficult to believe that had Zebehr been appointed and exercised 
his power under the magnetic and mighty influence of Gordon, he 
would have changed his policy and have achieved the very results 
Gordon desired. 

Some of our English exchanges seem disposed now to recon- 
sider the whole question of the occupancy of Egypt, and the course 
of their government in becoming involved in the present complica- 
tions. In one of them we read. ‘“* What business have we in 
Egypt. And what are we now going to do inthe Soudan..... 
Why should Arabi and his friends have been interfered with? If 
they were so far the national party as to be able to eject Tewfik 
and the whole family of the Khedive, and establish a government 
of their own, why should they not have been allowed to do so?” 
All very reasonable i inquiries, which should have been very mature- 
ly considered before the bombardment of Alexandria. 
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This exchange periodical finds comfort, and seeks to justify the 
course of its government in bombarding Alexandria and occupying 
Egypt, by quoting the views of an American Missionary, Rev. Dr. 
Jessup, thus: “ The revolt of Arabi Pasha against the lawful gov- 
ernment of Egypt was an attempt to turn back the tide of progress, 
European civilization, and religious liberty, and by expelling Eu- 
ropeans and removing christians from office to establish a govern- 
ment based on Mohammedan fanatical exclusiveness.” 

Our English friend seems to accept this statement of Dr. Jes- 
sup as a complete justification of the English in bombarding Alex- 
andria and crushing Arabi and the revolution he had undertaken. 
But is it so? Why had not Arabi and the National representatives 
acting with him, as good a right—nay, a far better right,—to dis- 
place Tewfik, than the European officials and governments had to 
displace Tewfik’s predecessor? Again, even if we concede that 
Arabi's revolt was an “attempt to turn back the tide of progress, 
European civilization, and religious liberty,” are we to propagate 
European civilization and religious liberty by war and bloodshed ? 
Even ifthe nation and its leaders had undertaken to establish an 
exclusively Mohammedan government, in preference to the wretch- 
ed conglomeration of policies forced upon them by their own 
spendthrift rulers and European governments, till Egypt had been 
forced to the very brink of destruction, was not the inherent right 
of choice with the people of Egypt and their leaders? Did they 
forfeit their right of choice by being Mohammedans? Is it the 
prerogative of England, or other christian nations, to destroy Mo- 
hammedan governments with fire and sword? 

Is there not a far better way to propagate christian liberty and 
civilizatioh than to bombard cities carrying death and destruction 
to their citizens promiscuously. But why should we assume that 
the success of the revolution attempted in Eygpt would have set 
back the tide of cliristian civilization and liberty ? Why not rather 
assume that, with the measure of enlightenment Arabi and his as- 
sociates had already gained, and in their position involving close and 
constant intercourse with the most enligtened christian nations and 
peoples of Europe and the world, and making it their own highest 
interest to keep on the best possible terms with them; why not as- 
sume that they would have adopted a far better government than 
Esypt had ever before known, and have administered it with such 
a measure of economy and even-handed justice as would have 
brought immense relief to the oppressed fel/ahvens and special 
joy and blessings to the whole land? Another comforting quota- 
tion made by our English exchange from the American mission- 
ary, is given thus: ‘“ The success of Arabi Pasha would involve 
not only the overthrow of established order and good government, 
the restoration of absolute and arbitrary rule, the oppression of the 
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poor, and the destruction of the reforms in civil administration, but 
also the stifling of the liberty of the press, and the serious interrup- 
tion, if not total suppression, of liberty of conscience.” Now, we 
have great respect for Dr. Jessup as an earnest and able mission- 
ary; but do the best possible capacities as a missionary fit a man 
for the role of a prophet? This extract assumes that there was 
“established order and good government” in Egypt at the date of 
the attempted revolution; whereas it is in evidence that there was 
a state of wretched dzs-order and demoralization, the laboring classes 
oppressed to the last stage of endurance, the finances of Egypt 
hopelessly embarrassed and her credit exhausted ; foreign creditors 
sucking the last drop of blood from her veins, and seeking the help 
of their stronger governments to hold their victim in their power 
till they should consume her very vitals. A revolution which 
should discard her spendthrift rulers, throw off these blood-sucking 
vampires, and bring in an entirely new order of things, was the on- 
ly possible hope of Egypt’s continued existence as an independent 
nation. Arabi and the nation’s representatives saw this, and in the 
spirit of true patriotism perilled their lives in the attempt. But for 
England’s interference they had good hope of success. Is our 
English friend ready to exclaim: ‘ Then Egypt would have repu- 
diated her bonds, and her foreign creditors would have lost their 
millions? Even so! Was this wretched pelf, then, the real cause 
of England’s action in bombarding Alexandria and destroying so 
many human lives? Must it be confessed that all talk of seeking 
the good of Egypt was the merest pretense, and that England’s 
real motive was to hold her victim by the throat and insist on pay- 
ment of the donds ?—while at the same time bringing upon hera 
fresh horde of hungry officials and military forces, to consume the 
scanty food of her starving children, enhance her agonies and hasten 
her national dissolution? And is this the process by which we hope 
to commend christian civilization and religious liberty to the un- 
evangelized ? 

Our good brother, Dr. Jessup, predicts that Arabi’s success 
would not only involve the overthrow of established order and 
good government, where no such things existed to be overthrown, 
_but he prophesies that it would involve “the oppression of the 
poor,” just as though it were possible for any government to op- 
press the poor fellaheen of Egypt more cruelly than they had been 
oppressed previously to the attempted revolution! And much the 
same of his predictions as to the “ stifling of the liberty of the press,” 
and “the suppression of liberty of conscience ’”’ by Arabi’s success. 
Where was liberty of conscience under previous rule? Did not 
Moslem converts to christianity have to flee from Egypt to obtain 
it? The prophecies of a missionary are worth as much as those of 
any other intelligent person ; but to all disinterested parties familiar 
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with the state of things in Egypt at the date of the attempted re- 
volution, and for 20 years before that event, we submit there is 
ample reason to believe Arabi and his compatriots would have in- 
troduced a government far more favorable to liberty of conscience 
and christian civilization than was that which previously existed. 
Even since the English occupancy of Eygpt an appeal to the Brit- 
ish officers for the protection of a christian convert from Islam 
proved unavailing, and he was compelled to fly to Europe to save 
his life. 

Writing on this subject soon after thc bombardment of Alex- 
andria and the English occupancy of Egypt, see vol. VI. p. 10, of this 
REVIEW,we remarked: “ We have watched the progress of events with 
some care, and have failed, hitherto, to find evidence that Arabi and 
his party were any more hostile to missions and missionaries in 
Egypt than the Khedive and his government were. Even the 
wanton mob, engaged in the massacre and plunder of Alexandria, 
June 11th, harmed no native christian, and none of Missionary 
Ewing’s audience of more than 100 christian worshippers, who 
were just then dismissed, and were passing through the streets at 
the very time of the massacre. The two Advent missionaries who 
perished were not known to the mob to be christians. Two of the 
missionaries, Drs. Ewing and Watson, remained at Alexandria dur- 
ing the whole conflict; and what means it that neither in Alexan- 
dria, nor in all Egypt, was mission property injured, or the chris- 
tian converts anywhere molested? We even read that during the 
whole period of the troubles the native converts in Cairo kept up a 
daily prayer-meeting unmolested. We waive all discussion of the 
political issues involved in this conflict between England and Egypt. 
We speak, not with regard to political issues, but with strict regard 
to the humane, moral and Missionary interests involved, when we 
repeat our conviction that the bombardment of Alexandria by the 
British fleet was a crime which will fasten a permanent blot on the 
present government of England, much as we admire, for’ many 
reasons, the head of that government..... Justice, integrity, and 
the true spirit of human brotherhood, exercised by christian na- 
tions, will avail more to extend their power and influence, and 
make even their enemies to dwell at peace with them, than the 
bombardment of all their cities and the devastation of their king- 
doms.” The later events of this English occupancy of Egypt give 
us no reason to modify these views, while of the nemesis already 
experienced, or that still pending, we need not now speak. 

Since the above was in type report comes of the bloody five- 
hours’ fight near Hasheen, with sad slaughter of both British and 
Arabs, General Graham and his forces driven back to Suakim, and 
the army of the Nile retreating from Korti to Dongola! 
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III. MISSIONARY FAREWELL MEETINGS. 


In the early years of modern Missions the departure of one or 
more to carry the Gospel to the heathen of distant lands, was re- 
garded as an event of sufficient importance to justify a public meet- 
ing, as a last interview with the departing Missionaries, and as a fit- 
ting and favorable occasion for imparting information and deepen- 
ing interest in this work of God as impressively and widely as pos- 
sible. We have long noticed, with sorrow, a growing tendency to 
discontinue this usage. Since our return from India we have at- 
tended the ordination of young brethren about to sail for Africa, 
India or China, at which the apparent interest, and the audience © 
present, were less than at the ordination of a pastor or Home Mis- 
sionary ; and in quite a number of cases, the young men have taken 
their departure silently and unobserved, awakening no special in- 
terest even in the circles where they were best known. © 

On the part of the young Missionaries, some may perhaps urge 
that this change of usage is in the interest of modesty ; but certain- 
ly on the part of the home pastors, friends and churches, it is a vol- 
untary and needless waste of christian forces. In case of young 
Missionaries, fitted in heart and soul for this sacred work among 
the heathen, their parting words in such farewell meetings have of- 
ten brought home to the impenitent the value of eternal interests 
with such force as to lead them to repentance and faith in Christ; 
while at the same time they have enlisted other young christians to 
consecrate their lives to the same blessed work among the heathen. 
Pastors and christian friends, too, in these farewell meetings, have 
found their own souls blessed, and Missionary interest revived and 
intensified in their own hearts and in the hearts of their people, to 
such a degree as to render the occasion a precious memory for life, 
and greatly to increase their prayers and efforts in behalf of the 
heathen. ‘The influence of such meetings on the young Missionar- 
ies also, must not be overlooked. If they are allowed to drop 
silently and unobserved out of christendom, and out of sight and 
memory of christian people, the effect on their minds and lives and 
work among the heathen must be altogether different from what it 
is when they go from such farewell meetings thronged by christian 
friends all alive with interest in this work, and giving assurances of 
warmest sympathy and earnest prayers in their behalf. 

In this latter case the memory of the parting lives, and amidst the 
trials, toils and discouragements of life and labor among the heath- 
en, ever recurs the vision of these earnest praying christians and 
their loving assurances of undying interest in the work. 


The discontinunce of these missionary farewell meetings is one 
of the many indications that the work of foreign missions is fast com- 
ing to be regarded as a kind of profession, or a branch of routine 
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business, its holier elements and spiritual vitality being proportion- 
ately diminished. And just as this view obtains, the home officials, 
and the missionaries abroad also, demand larger salaries, eliminat- 
ing more and more the self-denying elements of the work, and the 
larger salaries again react and help to strengthen and confirm the 
business and secular elements and character of the work;; till thought- 
ful and consecrated christians may well fear for the real vitality and 
spiritual results of the work as now conducted in some mission 
fields and by some mission boards and societies. 

But from these few thoughts and suggestions let us turn our 
attention, for a moment, to some recent missionary farewell meet- 
ings in England, which happily illstrate our view of the blessed re- 
sults of such meetings. ‘They have been held as farewell services 
at parting with seven young men going to the work of the China 
Inland Mission. Five of these young men are from the University 
of Cambridge, and two from the Army; one of the latter from the 
Royal Artillery, the other from the 2nd Dragoon Guards. Two of 
these, in company with Mr. Reginald Radcliffe, took an evangelistic 
tour over portions of England and Scotland, holding meetings in 
Liverpool, Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Greenock, New Castle, 
Leeds, Rochdale, Manchester, Bristol and other places. These meet- 
ings are said to have been of remarkable interest and power. ‘At 
one of them 60 persons professed conversion.” At Edinburgh “a 
shower of blessing” melted “ Professors and Students into tears” of 
penitence and joy. Of three meetings at Cambridge and Oxford it 
is said: ‘‘ No description can convey to those not present an ad- 
equate idea of their extraordinary character.’ Of one of these 
meetings it is said: It was the most remarkable missionary meet- 
ing ever held at Cambridge within living memory; it has stirred 
hearts deeply far and wide.” The last farewell was held in Exeter 
Hall which was so densely packed with the living mass of human 
beings that after filling the lower Hall also with the overflow, “ many 
were turned away at the doors.” And yet, “ The distinguishing 
feature of the meeting, however, was not the great concourse, but 
the spiritual power which pervaded it from the beginning to its 
close. ”’ 


“ As each speaker related how he was led to accept Christ as a personal Saviour, and 
that through faith fn the LorD JEsus religion had become to him a bright and living 
reality, the vast audience was deeply moved. Beautiful testimony was borne to the love 
of Christ, and the honour and joy of being engaged in His service, but not a word about 
any sacrifice they were to make. The fact that some of them had independent means 
was alluded to as a reason why they should /fx/f/ the Master’s command, ‘ Go’—not 
send others—‘ to teach all nations.’ ..... . If the example set by the University 
trained men and others in connection with the CHINA INLAND MISSION should fire the 
churches with missionary enthusiasm, and lead the Christian youth of our land to devote 
themselves to missions in far larger numbers, this will be the most blessed result which 
could follow from this remarkable modern missionary movement.’’ 
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Lhe Nonconformist says of this meeting : 


** Never before, probably, in the history of missions, has so unique a band set out 
to labour in the foreign field as the one which stood last night on the platform of Exeter 
Hall; and rarely has more enthusiasm been evoked than was aroused by their appear- 
ance and their stirring words. Students who have just completed their course at Col- 
lege, and have decided to devote themselves to foreign missionary work ; veterans who 
have been home on furlough, and are returning with recruited health to resume their 
toil; ladies who have consecrated themselves to a life which involves the renunciation 
of all that they may be supposed especially to prize—these we are accustomed to see on 
such occasions more than once ina year. But when before, were the stroke of a Uni- 
versity eight, the captain of a University eleven, an officer of the Royal Artillery, and 
an officer of the Dragoon Guards seen standing side by side renouncing the careers in 
which they had already gained no small distinction, putting aside the splendid prizes of 
earihly ambition which they might reasonably have expected to gain, taking leave of the 
social circles in which thry shone with no mean brilliance, and plunging into that war- 
fare whose splendours are seen only by faith and whose rewards seem so shadowy to the 
unopened vision of ordinary men? It was a sight to stir the blood, and a striking testi- 
mony to the power of the uplifted CHRIST to draw to Ilimself not the weak, the emotion- 
al, and the illiterate only, but all that is noblest in strength and finest in culture. One 
could not help wondering what had been the stages of that inner life of these devoted 
young men through which the past few months had brought them to the point at which they 
stood looking their last, for a long time, at least, upon all they loved, and all that had fasci- 
nated them during the early years of their preparation for the future, Some hint of these 
things, indeed, they gave us in the addresses which are reported below; but that which was 
deepest, and which would have been most interesting, was too sacred for revelation at such 
a time,and must be left to conjecture. We gathered, however, much to increase our faith 
in the Gospel, and to make us hopeful. Amidst all that has been recently said of Univer- 
sity life and its influence upon our rising youth, there was much in the incident of this 
farewell-meeting to convince us that in these seats of learning the Divine attraction of 
the Son of Man has not lost its power, and that in these Universities are being trained 
and qualified some who will be ready at His call to fill any post of Christian service, and 
to lay upon His altar all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, of strength and en- 
thusiasm, with which the highest manhood can be endowed, ... .. Certainly the 
meeting gave ground for the highest hopes, Even in Exeter Hall it is seldom that so 
large and enthusiastic an assembly has been seen, Down came the rain in sheets of 
water up to the time of commencing ; but this had no deterrent effect—platform, area, 
galleries, every nook and corner where a human being could sit or stand, was crowded, 
Of young men there were, of course, plenty, but not of young men only, or perhaps 
chiefly, was the vast audience composed. There were young women, too, in hundreds, 
and for that matter, old men and women who might well have been supposed unlikely 
to face the tempestuous weather, the crowding, and the excitement.” 


We would gladly give our readers some or all the soul-stirring 
addresses at this meeting, sent to us in a valued exchange, but our 
crowded pages forbid. They were full of the Gospel and of divine 


inspiration, as well as of the true spirit of consecration and self- 
sacrifice. 
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We allude to these meetings, just held in England, (the 7 
young men having sailed for China on the 5th of Feb. last) to illus- 
trate our idea of the immense loss of spiritual forces incurred by 
our missionary boards, secretaries, pastors and churches in allowing 
the early usage in this country to decline. Should not every de- 
parture of young or old missionaries to the heathen be made an oc- 
casion for such public meetings, thereby to impart information and 
rouse interest and enthusiasm, for the benefit alike of the churches 
and christians at home, of the cause of missions, nor less for the 
benefit of those who go to this self-denying work among the 
heathen ? | 


IV. MISSIONS. 


THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS. 


One grand law of God’s economy is, “‘ 0 receiving without imparting.’’ He lives 
to impart, the personification of Disinterested Benevolence, lavishly, without return or 
recompense. 

The spirit of Christ is se/fabnegation, ‘‘ He saved others, himself he could not 
save.’ And because no other work appeals so little to selfishness, as that of carrying 
His Gospel to a benighted world, the sony etoned rises into the loftiest altitudes of 
self-oblivion, and is peculiarly the Spirit of ist. The argument, commonly most 
potent, in behalf of a so-called benevolent cause, is advanced also in favor of a business 
project: “ [¢ will pay,”’ z. e., what you give comes back to you in material compensation, 
sometimes quickly, manifestly, manifoldly. Your gifts work reciprocally, reflexively. 
In giving to ‘* Education,” we raise up a ministry to supply our own pulpits, which are 
moral educators in their turn. In aiding “ Publication,’’ we are sowing broadcast a 
high-toned literature which makes better citizens. In teaching the Freedmen we help 
to control a race which otherwise might be like unchained wild beasts, 

Home micsionary work is so identified with national well being, that no line of 
separation can be drawn between piety and patriotism. The projectors of railways help 
to build churches along the lines, because a church is a nucleus for population, which 
means traffic and travel. Those who have no sympathy with Christ, or Christianity, may 
give money to home missions as a means of national development, and _ build churches 
aS a pecuniary investment; may even give largely, knowing that they are opening new 
avenues of commerce, and will indirectly get back all they expend. 

All this may be worldly wisdom, and farseeing patriotism; but itis not denevolence. 
It is on the principle of worldly investments. The Arab is as unselfish as this, for he | 
framed the proverb: ‘ The water poured on the roots of the cocoanut tree comes back 
sweetened in the milk of the cocoanut which falls from the top.’’ 

Christianity lifts a high standard; ‘‘ Be ye perfect as your Father in heaven is per- 
fect,’’ 7. ¢.,i22 benevolence. He is kind to the thankless and evil, makes Hissun to shine 
on the evil and on the good; His gifts have no reference to any returns. 

No man ever had a purely benevolent emotion, until he has done a deed or given a 
dollar without any desire or expectation of any recompense but the approval of God! 
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And any work which makes no appeal to selfishness, and offers no return save in ex- 
pansion and enrichment of our own spiritual nature, is most closely related to Christian 
growth ! | 

The great object of a true giving is to develope this »nselfishness ; not because God 
or His poor need our help, but because we meed the discipline of giving. Hence ‘*the 
poor are always with us, that whensoever we will, we may do them good.’’ And 
hence, also, the command of secrecy, lest we look for the compensation of human ap- 


plause. 
MISSIONARY THOUGHTS AND FACTs, 


Shaftesbury says: One city missionary is worth a hundred police, as a moral 
force in society. The French Government savs to McAII that his mission stations have 
proved better than police stations in preserving order. Everywhere, missions are the 
best friend to good government, the best corrective of misrule and anarchy. 

A seven-fold argument for Missions: 

1. A missionary Gospe/. It teaches all men are lost and need salvation, and the 
offer is universal. 

2. A missionary Sfirzt. Nothing else makes such a high type of piety and conse- 
cration, in disciples. 

3. Amissionary //zstory, ‘The highest civilization has sprung from, and is linked 
with, Christianity, 

4. A missionary Progress. However slow, a gradual and sure moulding of per- 
sonal and social life. 


5. A missionary Purpose. To carry the good news to every land and to every 
creature. 


6. A missionary prophecy. That the kingdoms of this world are to become the 
kingdoms of Christ. | 

7. Amissionary Presence. Lo, 1am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world, | 

The various languages and dialects have been thus classified: In Asia, 
987 ; in Europe, 587 ; in Africa, 300; in America, 1,664; total, 3,538. 

God specially calls Christian women to foster the missionary spirit. 1. 
As numerically the majority in the Church. 2. As the real creators of public senti- 
ment, 3. As representing the class most needing the Gospel in foreign lands. 4. As 
the only practical missionaries to women abroad. 5. As rocking the cradle of the 
world’s future missionaries. 

The Internal Revenue tax on tobacco, in New York alone, in 1879, 
was over $7,000,000, while the whole Christian Church gathered only $6,000,000 to 
evangelize the world. Rev. F. T. Bayley says, ‘*a deified appetite’ thus practically 
outranks a ‘‘crucified Christ.” | 

A collector handed me the following report of a collection at a monthly con- 
cert where 600 people were present: 2 dollars, 1 half-dollar, 17 quarter-dollars, 27 
dimes, 66 half-dimes, 11 three cent pieces, 3 two cent pieces, and 288 pennies ! ! 


INDIA.—It is no longer true no Moslem in India ever accepts Christianity. A 
Moulvie in Calcutta recently renounced Mohammedanism, and accepted the Gospel. 
He shows great intelligence in regard to Christian doctrines, and has placed himself un- 
der instruction for future usefulness. He has been a champion of Islam against Chris- 
tian teachers. Another converted Moulvie, in Northern India, has been abandoned by 
his Mohammedan wife, and subjected to bitter persecution by Moslems. | 


4 
ad 
be 
‘ 
‘ 
q 
- 
~ 
st 


206 The Missionary Review. [ May, 


NEw HEBRIDES,—Rev. Mr. Inglis, twenty-five years a missionary, says: When 
I went to Aneityum there was not a widow on the island, not even a mame for a widow, 
for the law doomed every woman, on the death of her hushand, to be strangled, and her 
body thrown into the sea with his, Now not only has this horrible practice disappeared 
under the influence of the missionaries, but the whole of this island and another have 
become Christian.—Rev, ARTHUR T. PIERSON D.D. ix Homiletic Review, 


Let no one imagine Mohammedan converts to Christ are un- 
known in India. One of our first converts, in 1847, was a teacher 
in our mission Seminary at Ahmednuggar. And though the cruel 
persecution inflicted by his Moslem friends and his own mother, 
depriving him of his much loved wife and hereditary rights and 
possessions, made him a Peter for a time, yet he repented, wept 
bitterly, and renewing his vows, lived and died a most earnest and 
devoted christian. The C. M.S. Mission at Peshawar, India, has 
a convert from Islam, Rev. Imam Shah, for its pastor, and among 
the native clergy of the C. M.S.,inthe Punjab, we notice such names 
as the following: 

Rev. Mian Sadiq, Rev. Yakub Ali, Rev. Malik Ishaq, the Pesh- 
awar Pastor above mentioned, and Rev. Imad-ud-din, D. D.; every 
one a Moslem name; while among the lay workers, not to mention 
others, take Mr. Abdullah Athim, formerly an assistant commis- 
sioner of government, but now laboring incessantly in the cause 
of Christ, though wholly at his own charges. In other provinces 
are Rev. Jani Alli, B. A., Rev. Aman Masih Levi, Rev. David 
Mohun, Rev. N. Rahim Bahksh, and others who were once Moham- 
medans but now earnestly preaching Christ. Rev. Imam Shah’s 
church at Peshawar has more than 80 baptised members, and our 
impression is that the larger part, if not all of them, are converts 
from Islam. The U.P. Missionaries report 39 converts from Islam 
in Egypt where the conversion of Moslems involves peril to life. 
Surely we should not feel that the conversion ofMoslems is beyond 
the power of the Gospel, or that it has had little or no effect among 
the Moslems of India. 

Missionary Hughes of Peshawar says: “ Many of our best 
converts come from Mohammedanism.” 


V. LETTERS. 


1. THE SACKING OF BuHAmo, By Rev. J. A. FREIDAY. 


In our last issue, p. 149, we mentioned the report of the attack 
on Bhamo in upper Burma. The attack was made by the Chinese, 
weary of Burman oppression. Rev. J. A. Freiday’s account of this 
event, dated Mandalay Dec. 22, 1884, is as follows : 


Soon after midnight, Sunday, Dec. 7, a force of some three hundred Chinamen, 
aided by about a hundred Ka-Chins, suddenly attacked and captured Bhamo, They 
possessed themselves of, and burned, the governor’s palace, with a loss of only three | 
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men ; after which the Burmese abandoned the town, ang fled to their steamer, anchored 
south of the city. The whole town was first looted, and then burned. Our mission- 
houses, except the oldest house,—which we are told by the Burmese refugees was burn- 
ed by the Burmese themselves,—were spared ; though my new Shan mission- house was 
saved from the flames of surrounding buildings only by the greatest exertions of a large 
company of refugees in my compound. Although the Chinese leaders evidently desired 
to respect our persons and property as religious teachers, they could not guard us against 
the bad fellows swarming into the place from all quarters, for loot ; and it was impossi- 
ble for us to remain longer. Mr. Roberts’s request that we might be taken to the Bur- © 
mese steamer was not only refused, but Mr, Roberts and Rev. Mankeh were three times 
fired upon as they were approaching the steaner; and we were all, most unjustly, ac- 
cused of abetting the Chinamen and Ka-Chins. 

Wednesday, Dec. t0, the regular English steamer from Mandalay came in sight, 
with Mr. Soltau on board ; but as the Burmese and Chinese were fighting in plain sight 
on the sands, and she could not communicate, she put away again, but returned once 
more on Friday, when the Burmese allowed her to send up a boat to take us away. The 
Chinese leader had treated us with so much respect, I had promised him I would not 
myself leave the place without his consent, When I saw the steamer, therefore, I sent 
Mrs. Freiday over to Mr. Roberts, with instuctions for her to go with them to the steam- 
er by the first opportunity ; while I went myself to the Chinese temple, to announce the 
coming of our steamer, and to request that I might be allowed to leave. Consent was 
given reluctantly ; and the captain’s gig was allowed to come up to the town, and take 
us away. | 

The Burmese treated us with much less respect than the Chinese. A Chinaman 
who ventured within their lines, with a note from metothe English steamer, was seiz- 
ed, and thrown into the hold of the steamer. My Shan cook, who followed Mr. Rob- 
erts down to the steamer, was fired upon, and his life saved only by the personal exer- 
tions of Mr, Roberts and Mr. Soltau, The Chinaman was also rescued by the captain 
of our steamer. Friday night, the Burmese rulers positively refused to allow our native 
helpers to be brought away ; although the captain and Mr. Soltau both clearly pointed 
out that they were English subjects, and would be allowed to leave by the Chinese, 
We all gave ourselves to earnest prayer that night, that the Burmese might relent; and 
Saturday morning the captain and myself went over to make a last appeal to our fugi- 
tive Woon: A great change had come over him, and he was willing we should bring 
away any for whom we would ourselves vouch. We at once went up again to Bhamo 
with the cutter, and brought away over forty persons, and such things besides as we 
could in thesingle trip of that one boat. That is all we have leftof Bhamo. We great- 
ly fear that our houses have since been burned, if not deliberately, at least by accident; 
but we hope for the best, and do not think the Chinese leader will order their destruction, 


It is now reported that the Burmese have recaptured Bhamo, 
and that the Chinese leader, who showed so much courtesy and 
kindness to the Missionaries, was killed in the conflict. 


12. COREAN CoNnVERTS, BY REv., JoHN_ Ross. 


f=. Lhe Rev. John Ross,’who first translated the Gospels into 
Corean, and is still engaged in mission work in Manchuria on the 
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borders of Corea, says there are scores of thousands of Corean 
families who have crossed the Yaloo, and have for 20 years settled on 
its western bank, in this border land. Of his work, and of some of 
his Corean converts, he writes to his U. P. Secretary in Scotland 


A native of that locality was employed by me here in setting Corean type, the pre- 
ceding compositor having become a colporteur to sell the Corean gospels, printed here 
two years ago. This new compositor became a convert, though he is not yet baptized, 
and as a younger and nimbler fingered Corean turned up, I set that man to sell Corean 
Scriptures in his native district. He sold several thousand gospels and tracts, and re- 
turned bringing with him a remarkable man who had read the books, and desired furth- 
er instruction than this colporteur could give him. 

You may possibly remember that a short time ago there was a rebellion in Corea, 
which consisted in a rising of the conservatives against the introduction of foreigners 
into the country. This party was put down after the murder of a number of Japanese 
then in the country, and its head, the father of the king, was seized by the Chinese and taken 
into the interior of China, where he still is a nominal prisoner. ° Previous to that rising, 
a large number of the most prominent mandarins and literary men forming the conserva- 
tive party petitioned the king against the introduction of Christianity. After the prince, 
the king’s father, was some time imprisoned in China, the same party remonstrated, in a 
document breathing the most undefiled Confucianism, against the king for silently sub- 
mitting to the imprisonment by China of the prince, his father. Not long after, many, 
if not most, of those who had signed this document, were apprehended and thrust into 
prison. Out of this many of them were led to the barbarous execution of being torn 
asunder. Those in prison were all waiting their own turn, but some of them were ‘trans- 
ported’ to serve as common soldiers in the remotest frontier armies. Even there, 
however, ever and anon executions took place. One of the ringleaders, a noble—as 
those entitled to hereditary mandarinates are called—and possessed of the highest liter- 
ary degree obtainable, was a descendant of a man who some generations ago had done 
notable service for ‘his country. Hence his life was spared; yet living month after 
month among the common soldiery, with no active employment, he became terrified» 
seized his opportunity, and crossed the border into the colony of Coreans, in the terri- 
tory of Joonghwa, He was there when my colporteur was selling his books ; he became 
interested in their contents, desired further instruction, and walked to this city, the col- 
porteur paying his travelling expenses. Here he soon devoured all the Chinese Chris- 
tian literature in my possession which was written in the Chinese literary style, in which 
he is far better versed than in the language of his own country, the vulgar tongue, which, 
to my astonishment, he disliked to read. He came with his heart ill at ease, so much 
so that it had badly affected his eyesight. He was not long here till he declared that his 
mind had found rest in the True God through the one Saviour. Though he can read 
and write Chinese as easily as I can read English, he could not speak a single word of 
. Chinese. He was about a couple of months here when he was baptized; and after I be- 
came satisfied of the accuracy of his Christian knowledge, I permitted him to go to that 
colony whence he had come, to preach there the gospel he had learned here. It ap- 
pears that in his native home he had properties, and thirty slaves. Of the former only a 
little can be sold, but what can be sold he is anxious to realize, to get his family and re- 
tainers to the colony. These men, he says, will build him a house, and he believes that 
he will be able to carry out his wish to preach the gospel at his own charge, desiring me 
to go occasionally to examine applicants, and admit them into the Christian Church, 
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Not long after he left, another of the same party of conservatives, who fled across the 
frontier to Russian soil, having heard that in Moukden there was a ‘ virtuous’ Englishman, 
who entertained Coreans, and taught them Christianity,turned up. He is here now. 
He too is professedly of the highest literary rank, and so far his proved scholarship is 
guarantee of his story. 

But there is another man who has been a great help to me in my translation work 
since my chief assistant died, This man received two of the first published copies of 
Luke and John fully two years ago, and came here some time ago, ‘ not to learn Chris- 
tianity, but to apply for baptism.’ His knowledge of the fundamentals of Christianity 
was perfectly accurate, and after a month’s trial he was baptized. This man too, from 
the very beginning, has been anxious to go to the same colony to teach, stating his belief 
that his countrymen there, freed from all the social and political hindrances in his na- 
tive country, will most readily receive the gospel. It appears that among those scores 
of thousands of colonists there is not a single school, nor a learned man, z, ¢. one whois 
well versed in Chinese. This man talks Chinese as easily as his native tongue, and 
writes the Chinese literary style quite as well and easily as he writes his native Corean, 

You will thus see that what appears a most promising field of work on the borders 
of Corea is opening up in connection with Moukden. 


3. RABINOWITZ, By Dr. BAEDEKER AND SAPHIR. 


In our last number we mentioned the rumor, then current, 
that this leader of the christian movement among the Jews of 
Southern Russia, had been found dead, killed, it was supposed, 
by some of the orthodox Jews. We rejoice to find that rumor 
contradicted, and itis reaffirmed that he is successfully prosecuting 
his work. Of his character and the energy and disinterestedness 
of his aim and efforts Dr. Baedeker, some time since, wrote as fol- 
lows: 


““M. Rabinowitz is evidently a most remarkable man. He is a lawyer by pro- 
fession, and in easy circumstances. He is forty-five years of age. His eyes have been 
opened, and he is full of the Hofy Ghost; he sees Christ everywhere, and he speaks 
constantly of Him. Old Testament Scripture opens to him in a wonderful way. His 
knowledge of Hebrew is now become a fountain of light and life to him. Everything 
he sees and hears seems to be full of the revelation of the Son of God. He speaks 
German pretty well, so that I was able to understand and to make myself understood ; 
but I did not always find it easy to follow him in his figurative speech, full of original 
illustrations. He is a warm-hearted, loving brother. The interest in the movement is 
widespread. In Odessa, also, I have made the acquaintance of some intelligent Jews, 
who, in most points, go with Rabinowitz. It may lead eventually to a great awaken- 
ing amongst Israel, although the greater mass of them are now out-and-out Materialists. 
An application is just now before the Minister of the interior, favoured by the Gov- 
ernor of Bessarabia, for permission to build a hall for these Judaic Christians, and if 
this be granted, Rabinowitz will step out into a more public activity, but at present his 
influence and teaching find an entrance in many hearts. 

He told me that he had been invited to come to London, but he declined,. not hav- 
ing any cal! in that direction, nor does he wish to be brought into connection with any 
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missionary endeavours, If the Jews, who keep a watchful eye on all his movements, 
were to find out that he sought the protection of English or other. foreign societies, or 
that he received any pecuniary support, they would suspect him of selfish motives, and 
thus his influence would at once be paralyzed. This is the opinion of himself and of 
Pastor Faltin at Kischieniew, and also of his friends in Odessa. When asked what 
message he would send to the Christians in England, he said Heb. xiii. 18 described all 
he wished them to do. 

“T believe that this movement will prove a link in the chain of developments 
which will finally result in the return and conversion of Israel, but at present it seems 
only a step in advance, and one cannot possibly say how it may affect the large Jewish 
population of South Russia. It is certainly unique in its character, and unlike anything 
that has gone before. Rabinowitz is quite the Jew in character and feeling, without 
sharing in the degradation of his people; he has a strong loving impulse towards them 
but he is also awake to their faults. The best service that can be rendered for the 
present is to leave the work in his hands, bearing him upin prayer. He does not speak 
English, although he is able to read and understand a little. It did me good to spend 
some hours with him, and to hear what depths he fathoms in Old Testament Scripture, 
which the ordinary reader can have no conception of.” 


More recently, Dr. Saphir writes : 


“The desire of this Israelite, Rabinowitz, and of those influenced by him, 
is to form a community of Jewish believers in Jesus, recognizing the New Testa- 
ment and observing the Lord’s supper, observing also part of the Jewish law, not asa 
means of justification, which is exclusively by faith, but as a divinely appointed national 
characteristic. They wish to call themselves Jsvaelites of the New Testament, to build a 
Synagogue for worship, and also for meetings conducted by christian ministers and 
friends.’’ 


They have obtained the emperor’s approval and are now plan- 
ning to build. 

As indicating M. Rabinowitz’s spiritual growth we have his 
utterances thus: “At first I received Jesus as the Man with com- 
passionate heart, then as the great Benefactor of Israel, but now as 
the Lamb of God who died for my sins.” There is much encourage- 
ment to pray for God's blessing on this movement, and much need 
of God’s help and blessing that it may be rightly ordered, so as to 
secure the largest and best results both to the Jews, and also to 
the whole Church of Christ constituted of all true believers of 
every tribe, nation and race. We rejoice that the rumor of M. Rabin- 
owitz's death has proved incorrect, but, let us not fancy all danger 
is past. If he continues true to Christ, ‘he will have to meet severe 
persecution. 


4. New GuINgEA, MISSIONARY CHALMERS AND THE COOLIE TRADE. 
By Lieut. Lowry. 


Those who read our paper on Mew Guinea (vol. VII. p. 335) 
will enjoy the following letter; and those who did not read it will 


by 
| 
| 
9 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| | i] | 


1885. ] Letters. 211 


find rich compensation in turning to it, especially to pages 343-5 ; 
and be glad of this further sketch of Rev. Jas. Chalmers, as here 
given by Lieut. Lowry. For the letter we are indebted tothe Ms- 
sion Field, of March. Lieut. L. had been sent to New Guinea to 
publish to the natives a proclamation, declaring the fact and purpose 
of the British Government in taking the southern portion of the 
island under its protection. Giving a narrative of his expedition,and 
mentioning different points at which he landed to gather the chiefs 
and people and read the proclamation ; speaking also in highest 


terms of the greatly reforming and elevating influence of the mis- 
sions, he thus describes 


Rev. JAMES CHALMERS. 


We have been fortunate, too, in carrying about with us Mr. Chalmers, the oldest 
Missionary in New Guinea—a truly noble fellow of the Livingstone stamp, He knows 
every yard of these 500 miles of coast, roughing it in open boats, sleeping in any shelter, 
or in the open air, with only just the luggage he can carry, making lung expeditions in- 
land where no other white man’s foot has ever trod, and trusting himself alone and un- 
armed amongst the wildest tribes, yet well-nigh worshipped by even cannibals, His is, 
indeed, a marvellous personal influence spread over such a vast extent of savagedom, 
and the wildest seem to brighten up at the sight of him. He is a stout, broad-built 
man, of about fifty, with hearty laugh and ready wit and good story for every one—the 
delight of our mess and the hero of our lower deck, yet with a manly piety which carries 
great weight. Last Sunday he gave us a ten minutes’ sermon—short, pithy, and to the 
point, full of quaint Scotch phrases, yet instinct with earnest pleading which touched 
alike officers and men. He sits with us yarning, and talking by the hour, with such a 
ready fund of anecdote, wit, and general information, that “all hands” vote him the best 
companion they have ever known, neither dress nor language showing aught but the 
rough explorer and well-read man of the world, till some remark brings forth a reply 
which shows what is the source of all his happiness and “ the hope that is in him. ’”? 


THE NATIVES. 


The whole population of Kerepunu seemed to be in or about the water when we 
arrived, uttering shrill cries of wonder and delight at the size of theship. Weblew our 
steam syren, an instrument which makes a series of most unearthly noises of great pow- 
er, intended for fog-signalling, and capable of wonderful variations when skilfully play- 
ed, wailing and howling in a fashion no banshee could equal, and that can be heard for 
many miles. It was a sight to see those natives skedaddle out of the water, hiding be- 
hind houses and trees, and crying out—as we were afterwards told—that we had got the 
devil on board, and that he was trying to get after them, only we had tied him up! 

Next day, when the Ve/son came in, she flashed the electric light on them after | 
dark, and this, they said, was the evil spirit’s eye looking for them. ‘They soon, how- 
ever, recovered from the scare, and came off to us freely, bargaining keenly for anything 
we valued, and sticking to their price, yet trusting us implicitly if we took away any- 
thing to look at it. They never went back on a bargain, or failed to bring off anything 
ordered or paid for in advance ; so, on the whole, we were much struck with their hon- 
esty. When I landed I bought a quaint hairecomb from a native, and immediately 
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every youngster ran off, and returned with combs of all sorts andsizes. It was the same 
with shells, plants, ferns, and flowers ;—anything they thought we cared for was brought 
to us, and bargained for keenly. This is the only place in these seas where I have seen 
thoroughly savage tribes trading systematically—one village taking yams, another fish, 
another birds of paradise, pigs, sago, cocoa-nuts, small ornaments, making trading voy- 
ages in their canoes for often a hundred miles, exchanging produce ; for money they have 
none! The villages are built on raised piles, with platforms some five feet from the 
ground, the families each having a house to themselves, and the greatest affection being 
shown for the children, who nearly always seem to walk hand-in-hand with their par- 
ents, even the men carrying them in their arms when frightened. 


PROCLAMATION OF THE PROTECTORATE. 


When the WVe/son arrived “all hands’’ were landed, the flag hoisted, a Proclama- 
tion read and translated, cheers given, a salute and feu de joie fired, and every one came 
off very hot and very sun-beaten. That p. M. I landed with my gun, bagging in an hour 
and a-half two ducks and seven curlews——a welcome addition to our mess fare. It was 
the cool of the evening and most pleasant walking, the excitement of four natives (who 
followed me) as each bird fell being most amusing. Their faith in the power of gum 
was most touching, for they often wanted me to fire at birds several hundred yards 
away, and in one case at a stork fully half a mile off! 

On leaving Kerepunu we were sent to Toulon Island to read the Proclamation, on- 
ly staying a couple of hours, for which we were all sorry, as it is the prettiest part we 
have yet seen. All this eastern part of New Guinea is very beautiful, thickly wooded, 
with fine timber and splendid mountain ranges inland, from which many good streams 
run down to the sea, with very fertile land around the mouths—all a great contrast to 
the scene about Port Moresby. From Toulon Island we went to South Cape, and had 
three very enjoyable days there, going through the flag ceremony again. About a dozen 
officers, with Mr. Chalmers, went up a mountain some six miles inland, and 4,700 feet 
high. It was a stiff climb for this climate, but they managed it, slept on the top, plant- 
ed a flag, and returned next day all very tired, but having thoroughly enjoyed the tramp, 


a crowd of natives carrying all the packages. Meanwhile I had some fair pigeon- 
shooting. 


COOLIE TRADE. 


From South Cape we were sent to return eighteen natives to their homes in Moresby 
Island. ‘Their story is a sad, though all too frequent one, in the iniquitous labour trade. 
They had been enticed on board a labour vessel for, as they thought, three months, but 
really for three years or longer. After more than a year of bitter slavery on a sugar 
plantation they then ran away; travelled one hundred miles to the coast; stole two 
boats, and in these tiny crafts navigated 500 miles of open sea without chart or compass, 
feeding only on afew roots and cocoanuts, at last landing in Murray Island Mission 
station, on the New Guinea coast. 

The Queensland Government hearing their sad story, sent a schooner to take them 
on to their homes. We met her with them, and the Commodore, fearing trouble if 
such a weak craft went to a warlike and cannibal village with but a small number of the 
missing ones, sent them on with us toreturn home, The excitement of the poor fellows 
as we went east and the coast grew familiar to one another, was very touching. They 
spent the whole afternoon previous to arrival in combing and frizzling their huge mops 
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of hair, painting their faces, and piling on anyhow any sort of European dress they 
could get hold of, except boots. Some were in old marine’s or sailor’s clothes; some in 
uniforms the seamen had ornamented for them with fantastic badges, good-conduct 
stripes galore—and mighty proud they all were. Their collection of valuables—given 
to them aboard the ships—resembled poor children’s collections of toys—battered old 
dish-covers, pieces of wire, knife-blades, tin pots and boxes, any odd scraps of metal. 

When we anchored the captain took two of them in first, with fourteen men in the 
cutter, while I followed with acrew of five more in the galley, to assist if they proved 
hostile. 

They saw at once we came as friends, and when they recognized their two com- 
rades the excitement was unbounded. ‘The whole population mustered on the beach to 
receive those whom they had so long mourned as dead, and the strangest scene now oc- 
curred. The chief stood in advance on the beach where they landed, and solemnly rub- 
bed noses with the two men, who then sat down quietly apart from every one, the chief 
standing facing us, with hands clenched and lips compressed, the women meanwhile 
keeping up a sort of plaintive whimper. At last he exclaimed, “ It’s no use!” and 
rushed to one of the returned men rubbed noses hard and clasped him by the neck, 
wailing loudly, but not shedding tears. This was the signal for the whole village to 
crowd round each in two groups or circles—men, women, and children all trying to rub 
noses as hard as they could. 


This scene, which was repeated on a far larger scale when the other men landed, 
was, we were assured, indicative only of excitement and rejoicing. 

Three chiefs of neighbouring villages came off to the ships with us, and in their 
presence the captain read the Proclamation on the quarter-deck, explaining through Mr. 
Chalmers the meaning of the Act, and pointing out how they should actin case of future 
labour-trade outrages. 

They replied very nicely, somewhat in this fashion :—*‘ You have this day made 
many hearts in our district glad, by bringing back to us those we had long mourned as 
dead, We thank you and your chief. but there are yet many sad hearts among us, for 
twenty-two of our husbands, sons, and brothers, are yet prisoners far away. Will you 
do all you can to have them released?”’ Alas! with the escapees’ scant knowledge of 
geography and proper names, it is almost impossible to trace them. 


This gives us a slight idea of the cruel oppression long prac- 
ticed by christian nations on the inhabitants of these South Sea 
Islands. What wonder they have become enraged by such out- 
rages, and, counting all white men enemies, kill even such a de- 
voted friend and missionary as Bishop Patteson! 


5. [THE WorK OF NEW CHRISTENDOM. 


‘‘Suppose there is to be a great outburst of missionary zeal at the end of this cen- 
tury as there was at the end-of last. What is the best preparation to make for such an 
outburst ? 

‘* Undoubtedly one important part of the preparation is, to have full and connected 
reports of the whole Mission field, brought out yearly, stating work done; work now 
doing, and work not yet begun. 

“There is a notice in the January number of the MISSIONARY REVIEW of the for- 
mation of an Jnternational Missionary Union. It seems as though it must be part of 
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the work of this Union to give such annual reports. To give an International Report 
is ‘o give International help. Another point is to make suggestions as to the division 
of labor among the workers. One portion of the workers must not be overlooked, 
namely, those who reside in New Christendom, By New Christendom is here meant 
those countries which have only recently been brought into that division of the world’s 
inhabitants. 

‘‘ In South Africa, for instance, there are portions of the country which properly 
belong to this division, but how much or how little, few would be prepared to say, 
Reckoning South Africa to include all to the south of twenty degrees, south latitude, 
there are fourteen Missionary Societies at work, besides the work that is carried on by 
the resident christians themselves. 

‘* What are the prospects for the whole of South Africa to be evangelized before the 
end of this century? What are the prospects for the regions beyond to be also evan- 
gelized by those who are in South Africa now ?”’ 


The above comes from a valued correspondent in England, 
whose heart is warmly interested in all christian work for the hea- 
then. Deprecating the lack of interest and effort in their behalf, 
on the part of Christendom, he writes: “ There are so many things 
to distract the public mind, both here and in America, that the 
800,000,000 heathen are apt to be overlooked. Yetthere are signs 
that they are soon to be thought upon by many of the Lord’s 
people. May the time come speedily!” 

This correspondenl desires to know more about the /nfer- 
national Missionary Union, mentioned on pape 71 of our Jan.—Feb. 
number, hoping it “will not degrade into a ‘mutual admiration 
society,’ as so many other societies do.” 

We pass his inquiries and suggestions, on this point, over to 
Bro. Gracey, the Society’s President, and all alive, doubtless, to its 
interests and greatest usefulness. His present address is Rochester, 

Of the great importance of enlisting ‘‘ New Christendom ” as 
earnestly as possible in efforts to evangelize the “ regions beyond,” 
we are entirely at one with our correspondent. Will he develop 
ways, Means, measures, and the mighty motives for it? 


6. INDIA GOVERNMENT AND EDUCATION, BY REV. J. JOHNSTON. 


* DEAR SIR :—In your kindly criticism of my ‘ abstract’ of the Report of the Com- 
mission on Education in India, I see that in your notice of the ‘ resolution’ of the India 
Government you, not unnaturally, take exception to a passage on Caste, which has been 
misunderstood by others also, from not referring to, or having the recommendations of the 
Education Commission to referto. When read in the light of the recommendations, it is 
found to be no new law for the encouragement of Caste, but on the contrary is a neces- 
sary exposition of certain rules, by which the interests of children of low Caste, or of 
no Caste, are more carefully guarded than under the old regime. 

‘It is well known that under the adinirable despatch of 1854, while government 
schools were required by law to admit all castes to their schools and colleges, (a law 
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often evaded), ‘ Aided’ schools were not compelled to admit low Caste children to high 
Caste institutions. But now, under the present rules, ‘aided ’ schools must admit all classes 


of children, unless they are ‘ regarded as special schools.’ The clause objected to, by you © 


and others, is simply an explanation of this new arrangement. 

‘*] feel assured that you and your readers will be glad to have this very natural 
misconception corrected. I entirely sympathize with you in your jealousy of any en- 
couragement of the degrading system of Caste, but you will agree with me that its toler- 
ance in schools supported, to a large extent, by high Caste natives, is in the present state 
of India, a necessary evil. The branding of such schools as exceptional or special is 
a step in the right direction. 

«P, S.—Legislation is only deferred. Our Council brought the matter before Lord 
Dufferin before he went to India, and got his promise of attention to it,”’ 


We are glad of this explanation from the Hon. Secretary of 


the Council. It places the clause we criticised in a different light 


when viewed in connection with the fact that the requirement of 


the despatch of 1854 that, ‘“‘no boy be refused admission to a Gov- 
ernment college or school merely on the ground of caste,” did not 
apply to “ atded”’ schools at all. Still, as the whole body of mis- 
sionaries and other benevolent persons conducting aided schools, 
refuse no pupils on the ground of caste, the question remains 
whether this special proviso and the emphasis given to it by the 
government, for the encouragement of caste schools, is any real gain 
in the interest of our common human brotherhood. We think not. 

In a private note, the Secretary kindly assures us that legisla- 


tion will not be overlooked, that the timely recommendations of 


the Education Commission are to harden into positive enactments 
and secure “a great change for the better in carrying out the pro- 
visions of the old despatch of 1854.” We will hope so. The 
lower classes, and the great masses of the people of India, and 
their children have far too long suffered injustice from the evasion 
and keeping in abeyance of those provisions. 


VI. AFRICA. 


Conco Baptist Mission (ENGLISH). 


The reconstruction of the S. S. Peace, of this Mission, was com- 
pleted in June, 1884, and in August Messrs. Comber and Grenfell 
went up the Congo as far as LiBoko, about 500 miles, or half way 
to Stanley Falls. They fixed upon sites for three new Mission 
Stations, viz., BoLaso, and ILEBu. They spent some time 
also in exploring the Kwa River, a southeast affluent of the Congo, 
and in making acquaintance and securing friendly relations with 
chiefs and people at all localities visited. The different tribes ex- 
hibited varying superstitions and elements of character, but all 
seemed friendly, and ready to have the white people settle among 
them ; many invited them to come. 
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HEATHEN LIFE. 


«On the afternoon of our arrival, accompanied by Lieut. Liebrecht of the Associ- 
ation Internationale, we walked through all the towns of Bolobo and Moié. In Bolobo 
it was a great day, a gala day indeed. The wife of one of the chiefs had died some- 
where away, and, of course, there must be four or five days and nights of orgies—any 
amount of dirty sugar-cane-beer swilling, unbridled license in every species of sensuality, 
and a grand finale of fair human sacrifices, each victim, mark you, being a poor wretch ofa 
slave bought for the purpose! Drums beating briskly, circles of * fine’? women, wear- 
ing the great heavy brass collar (25 to 30 Ibs. !), dancing and clapping rhythmically, and 
plenty of people about in all the streets. The victims were tied up somewhere; of 
course, they would not tell us where; but were said to be apathetically and _ stolidly 
awaiting their fate—bowstring or knife—both being Babangi ways of killing. Remon- 
strances and pleadings on behalf of these poor victims were all in vain. Another cruel 
tragedy was also to shortly take place. Prices of certain food were to be arranged, and, 
as a sign or seal of such arrangement, a slave was to be killed thus—a hole was to be 
dug between the two towns, and the victim’s arms and legs broken, and he thrown into 
the hole to die, no one being allowed to give him food or drink. Oh, Christians at 
home, think of this! Very few children are seen in any Babangi town, and this may 
easily be explained by the immorality of the people. The towns are kept large, and 
the population sustained chiefly by the purchase of slaves, who frequently receive the 
tribal mark—two rows of raised blebs along the forehead from ear to ear.”’ 


Of the inhabitants of the towns along the Congo, where it 
crosses the equator, they write : 
‘‘ They also, for the most part, wore hats of monkeys’ skins; the head of the 
animal coming in front of their heads, and the tail hanging down behind. 
however of their coiffure and arms, they did not appear wild or savage.”’ 


In_ spite, 


HABITATIONS OF CRUELTY. 


‘That they are cruel, curiously and ingeniously cruel, we know from the descrip- 
tion given us by Lieut. Vangele, the chief of Equatorville station, of the methods of 
execution among them. Certain victims die by the knife alluded to above, and others 
have to afford to the bloodthirsty spectators the pleasures of the chase These last are, 
given a certain start across country, and then are pursued in full cry by all the people 
armed with spears and bows and arrows. An obstinate victim who will not run well 
causes disappointment, but others are said to make a ‘ fine run’ before they fall, pierced 
with arrows and spears. 

«The death by the knife is given thus, 
into the ground, in a squatting position, his arms behind him, and his head bent well 
forward, Round the chin and coming toa loop at the topof the head is a strong plaited 
rope. Four feet or so in front is a strong young sapling, which with great force is bent 
down until its top reaches the loop at the head of the victim, to which it is made fast. 
The sacrificial knife (a strange sickle shaped affair, the holJow fitting the curve of the 
neck) is brought, and, after a little playing about with the miserable doomed man, 4 
smart deft stroke is given which never fails to sever the head, which springs high in the 
air by the relieved tension of the sapling. Indeed, interior Congo is one of the ‘ dark 
places of the earth, full of the habitations of cruelty.’ We have been told that among 


The victim ts tted down to stakes driven 


the Babangi, on the death of a chief, scores of victims are sacrificed.”’ 
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THE CAMEROONS AND GERMANS.—The seizure of the Came- 
roons by the Germans, in July last, seems to have aroused much 
hostility towards them by some of the natives, who became so 
bitter against King Bell for signing a treaty with the Germans that 
they burned his town and destroyed his property, compelling him 
and his party to flee, till the German forces landed and adopted 
such severe measures as to destroy property of the Baptist Mission 
to the value of some $8,000; killing the natives and threatening the 
lives of the missionaries. 

EXPLORATIONS.—Major Sirpa Pinto, at the head of a large ex- 
ploring party, is on route from Mozambique to Lake Kilwa, and 
thence to Lake Tanganyika and the head waters of the Congo; 
while Major Carvalho with a similar party has gone up the 
Quanza River, on the west coast, with a view to push on to Muata 
Yanvo and thence across the continent, making his exit at Mozam- 
bique. 

Mr. Leon Giraud (French) has been making a fresh explor- 
ation of Lakes Bangweolo, Moero, and Tanganyika. Mr. Kerr 
(Scotch) has just completed a journey from the Diamond Fields 
in South Africa to Cape Maclear, in the Nyassa country. 


UprER Conoco BaSIN. 


With the exception of Livingstone and Stanley, no modern 
explorers have done more to open up the vast interior of Africa 
and introduce us to the untold millions who constitute her many 
tribes and nations, than Dr. Pogge and Lieut. Wissmann. 

It is their account of some of these interior nations that has di- 
rected Bishop Taylor’s attention to them, and led him to his present 
attempt to plant Missions among them. A general description of 
this vast region is given as follows: 


“It has the great Lakes Victoria Nyanza,.and Tanganyika, on the east, the Zam- 
besi River on the south, the Congo or Livingstone River on the north, while on the 
west it is limited only by the Coanza River and the malarious country along the coast.’’ 
This immense region is computed to contain some 2,000,000 syuare miles and 75,000,- 
000 people wholly unreached by the Gospel. Wedo not wonder Bro. Taylor’s large 
heart was drawn towards them. 

For what little we know of these peoples we are indebted to Pogge and Wiss- 
mann. From the published accounts of these explorers we learn that they started from 
St. Paul de Loanda and penetrated through nations hitherto unknown, and tribes of the 
most remarkable character, until they reached the Arab settlement of Nyangwe on the 
LLualaba, the place where it will be remembered, Dr, Livingstone witnessed the terrible 
massacre of 400 natives by the Arab slaves. Many attempts to penetrate this region 
had been made by different explorers, but without success, owing to the hostility of the 
natives ; but these travellers, by a fortunate circumstance, were forced to take a new 


route, thus leading to the discovery of these new peoples, some of them having very in- 
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teresting characteristics, When they crossed the Kasai (Ikelemba) River, latitude 6 deg. 
20 sec. south, they entered the Tushilange country, which is governed by two kings. 
One of these, Kingenge, who was out with 200 men hunting elephants, met the explor- 
ers, and readily consented to conduct them to Nyangwe, seven or eight hundred miles 
distant, and they started in his company. On the way, the travellers learned that the 
other king, Mukenge, was the more powerful, and in order to conciliate him the travel- 
lers separated, to meet again at a given place. 


FRIENDLY AND INTERESTING PEOPLE. 


“The reception the travellers met with among the Tushilange was exceedingly 
good. As ‘men come out of the water,’ they were looked upon as spirits of departed 
chiefs come back to revisit the ‘ glimpses of the moon,’ and all sorts of people were 
introduced to them as claiming kindred. The natives gaudily painted and well armed, 
stood about the travellers in thousands, sometimes inconveniently crowding them—when, 
however, a shot or a firework was sufficient to disperse them like a flash. The Tushi- 
lange are called by the Ambaquistas ‘ Lubuks,’ or friends, and they well deserve the 
name. Their country extends from the Kasai to the Lubi, is undulating, and in parts 
hilly, with many deep-channelled rivulets, fringed by forest belts, especially in the west- 
ern districts. The villages are numerous, and are formed of well-built huts ; the natives 
all friendly and peaceable. The country is wonderfully fertile,producing manico, maize, 
millet, and beans; four palms, all yielding wine, and some, oil; and from the fibers of 
one of these palms the Tushilange weave a beautiful fabric, closely resembling silk. 
Excellent pasture for cattle abounds, but only pigs, goats, and a few sheep are kept. 
Among wild animals they have the wart-hog, a small buffalo, and hippo. The natives 
do much trade in India-rubber. The climate is warm, but everywhere salubrious and 
decidedly healthy. The expedition remained in close quarters at the capital for a month, 
without having a single case of sickness, 

‘‘ The expedition at length left these people, and proceeded under the guidance of 
_Mukenge, who aided the expedition by taking fifty of his wives as carriers, They dis- 
covered a lake 2,300 feet above the level of the sea, and about fifteen miles in circum- 
ference, then entered the Basonge country. They had been struck by the great num- 
bers of the Tushilange, but the Basonge were even more numerous, They were friendly, 
laborious, and highly skilled in all kinds of industrial art, The people live in large, 
fine houses, that form nice, clean villages, which are surrounded and shaded by palms 
and bananas. Lieutenant Wissmann brought away with him splendid specimens of 
their weapons, baskets, carved ivory, iron and copper utensils, and beautiful inlaid wares. 
The Basonge are undergoing a truly wonderful development. 


EXPLORING THE HEART OF AFRICA. 


‘“‘ Leaving these interesting tribes and the fertile plains they inhabit, and which 
Lieut. Wissmann compares to the best-watered countries in Europe, the travellers 
entered the vast virgin forest that extends as far as the Lubilash. In this region the 
absence of fruit trees, and consequently of game and birds, is noticed. Reaching the 
Lubilash, the travelers encountered fresh difficulties in the ill will of Kachichi, the king 
of Koto, who would not provide boats for the party to cross the stream. They remained 
here two weeks, but finally succeeded in intimidating the king by a show of fire-works. 
He then produced the boats, and the party crossed the Lubilash and came into the 
country of the Batus, a degenerated, miserable dwarfish race, no doubt allied to the 
Akka of the North and the Bushmen of the South. Leaving these, the travellers 


We 
| | 
i 
| 
i 
it 
| 
il 
i 
i 
| 
1 
i? 
| 
| 
| 
| 
if) 
| 
1 
| 
Hy 
i 
| | 
Hi 
| M 
| | 


1885.] Africa. 


entered the kingdom of the Beneki tribes, of whom Lieut. Wissmann speaks very high- 
ly. He says their villages are models, well built and clean, their houses surrounded by 
gardens and palm-trees, They are an agricultural people, very numerous, and many of 
them well to-do. Some of the villages took four and five hours to march through, and 
had one, two, and three rows of houses or streets. One village took them the whole 
day to march through, and probably had a population of a hundred thousand, The 
population everywhere was simply dense. From here they passed through vast prairie 
lands still densely peopled, and extending to the Lomami, another tributary of the Congo, 
beyond which they crossed Cameron’s track, and proceeded through a salt swamp to 
Nyangwe. At Nyangwe they were on travelled ground. Here the travellers separated, 
Mukenge, the Tushilange king, when offered payment for his service, would take noth- 
ing but the promise of a musical box when the travellers would go again to his town. 
Dr. Pogge determined to go back and establish a station at Mukenge’s, and proceed 
home via !.oanda, while Lieut. Wissmann went home via Zanzibar, and gave accounts 
of his journey before various geographical societies, He was unable to publish an official 
account, Mr. Pogge being the head of the expedition. : 

“The International African Association then made an offer to Lieut. Wissmann to 
return and make further explorations in the Congo basin. He started with a well- 
equipped expedition and reached Malange, the Portuguese settlement, 200 miles inland, 
on the second of last February, and there met Dr. Pogge, who proceeded to the coast, 
and died at Loanda on the 7th of last March. Hence, full official reports of this won- 
derful expedition are held over till Lieut. Wissmann’s return. 


THE CoNGO CONFERENCE AT BERLIN. 


This view of the Congo basin and its teeming millions enables 
us to estimate more correctly the importance of the Berlin Con- 
ference. It has had under special consideration the great interests 
of commerce and civilization as related both to the nations repre- 
sented in the Conference and to the millions of Central Africa. 
Delegates were sent to this conference by America (U.S. A.), Great 
Britain, and every continental power in Europe, except Greece and 
Switzerland. Those representatives have not defined the precise 
limits of this immense territory. Stanley would have it extended 
quite across the continent,and from the Somali country on the 
north, quite down to the present Portuguese territory at Quilemane, 
leaving out the narrow strip along the Indian Ocean now under the > 
jurisdiction of the Sultan of Zanzibar. Our Scotch friends are 
somewhat anxious lest the recent aggressive efforts of the Portu- 
guese to extend their authority inland so as to include Blantyre 
and Livingstonia, may be allowed, and their Missions be thus left 
out under Portuguese jurisdiction. It will not be easy to deter- 
mine precise boundaries, even should the conference attempt it. Its 
aim, thus far, has been to adopt safeguards for the general interests 
of commerce and civilization. Free navigation and free trade have 
been recognized and approved—“ All flags, without distinction of 


> 
. 
f 
- 


220 The Missionary Review. [ May, 


nationality, to have free access; merchandise to be subject to no 
taxes but such as may be needful in the common interests of trade. 

A more vital principle decided is that “all powers exercising 
sovereign rights or influence in the aforesaid territory, bind them- 
selves to watch over the preservation of the native tribes, to care 
for the improvement of their moral and material well-being, and to 
cooperate in the suppression of slavery, and especially of the slave 
trade. Christian missionaries, scientists and explorers, shall be the 
objects of special protection. The free and public exercise of all 
forms of divine worship, and the right to build churches and chapels, 
and to organize’religious Missions belonging to all creeds, shall not 
be limited or fettered in any way whatever.” 

Here, certainly, is a hopeful outlook for the evangelization of 
these 75,000,000 in the heart of heathen Africa. How can the re- 
deemed of God delay to hasten to them at once with the message 
of Christ’s amazing love and atoning sacrifice! 


THe Mission, A. F. M. 


- We are glad to learn Mr. and Mrs. Sanders are safe back at 
Bailundu. Nothing reveals more clearly the spirit and pluck of 
young Arnott than the part he acted in this drama. His influence 
on King Kwikwi seems to have been very decided, as shown in the 
king’s prompt letter recalling the fugitive missionaries. This letter 
deserves permanent record. It is reported thus: 


“To MR. SANDERS AND PARTY, MISSIONARIES :—I wish you to return with all my 
heart. I have acted very badly to you and those with you. I have been as one turned, 
having received you as my friends and children, and then to turn you away as my ene- 
mies. Braga persuaded me ina way I could not resist! He told me, in short, that to 
harbor those ‘ English’ [Americans] was to be at war with the Portuguese ; that you 
were people only to be killed. I hearthat you are now bound for Bihé. I will not stop 
you, as I did when you first came here, three years ago. The whole country is before 
you; only return and be friendly with me. I will do my utmost to restore your things. 
I have eight bales of cloth, alsu tools, books, etc., belonging to you and your company. 
All shall be returned. My people are all crying. Weare ashamed. Come back! Do 
not allow our name to stink everywhere because of Braga’s deception!”’ 


East AFRICA. 


The missionaries of this same Board, prosecuting efforts to found © 
a station at Inhambane, have recently explored some distance in- 
land, gaining some knowledge of different tribes. Of the Amak- 
wakwa, Mr. Richards writes: | 


“They have no gardens at all, They are so frequently robbed by Umzila’s émpis 
(soldiers) that they have become quite discouraged. Another reason is that the native 
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fruit is capable of sustaining life, and is abundant; ard, again, the palm wine flows 
freely all over the country. ‘This palm tree is usually four or five feet high, seldom ten 
feet. It manifests little life, save at the top, where a few leaves appear, looking like a 
flower-pot on a stump. These leaves are all cut off, and, from the cut, each tree yields 
daily about a pint of delicious juice, but highly intoxicating when allowed to stand fora 
few hours. There seems to be no limit to these trees, and we were surrounded on every 
hand by drunken men and women. Even little children were staggering about as in- 
gloriously as their parents, It was difficult to avoid trouble with these people, yet our 
guns were respected, and a ball fired carelessly at a near tree would produce quiet for 
half an hour. They were coarse, rough drunken fellows, often plundering, often plun- 
dered, and accustomed to quarrels and fights not altogether bloodless.’’ 


KiNG JOHN OF ABYSSINIA is reported to have promised, in a 


recent treaty, to abolish slavery and the slave trade in his do- 
minions. 


CETEWAYO’s Successor.—The conflict for sovereignty in Zulu- 


land is long and fierce. The outlook at latest dates is favorable to 
young Dinizulu, the son of Cetewayo. 


FRESH TROUBLES ALONG THE SHIRE.—The attempts of the 
Portugues at Quilemane to dominate the natives far inland and 
force them to pay taxes, continue to provoke resistance and retali- 
ation. A Machinjira raid along the lower Shiré has recently 
caused very heavy losses to the African Lakes Company and the 
Blantyre Mission, and carried off seven bales of the calico of the 
Free Church Livingstonia Mission, besides breaking open boxes and 
wantonly destroying their valuable books. Dr. Scott writes: “‘ This 
entails serious loss to the Mission, and the chance is small of get- 


ting any compensation from the Portuguese, whom we have more 
to fear than the natives.” 


VII. FOR THE CHILDREN. 


LEGEND OF CHAMBRA. 

In olden times the people of Chambra, India, suffered so griev- 
ously from lack of water, that their Rani ( Princess) took their 
suffering to heart, and asked the devotees of the gods what could 
be done to remove the terrible curse of drought. They replied that 
ifthe Ruler of Chambra should die in a certain place for her peo- 
ple, plenty of water would come. “ Main hazir hun” (here am I), 
cried the generous Rani. They next consulted the gods to learn 
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at what place she should be sacrificed, and the high summit of the 
hill was shown. “Main hazir hun” was again her prompt re- 
sponse, and climbing to the high point she had her grave dug and 
was buried alive for the sake of her people. Soon a fountain of 
pure, sweet water flowed forth from the spot, bearing an ample sup- 
ply for the wants of all the people of Chambra. Who was it, dear 
children, who gave his life, not for a few people of one place only, 
but for the whole world ? 

“ HE that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall HE not with Him also freely give us all things ?” 

“ The love of Christ which passeth knowledge.” 


“‘ It passeth knowledge, language fails to speak 
Its worth, my tongue is all too weak. 


Chorus. ‘* Jesus, what wondrous love is that of thine, 
Eternal, without bound its fulness to confine, 
‘“* Place thou that perfect love within my heart ; 
There let it reign, renewing every parts, 
“ None else can fill my mind or peace impart; 
My soul’s salvation, strength and shield thou art. 


“ OQ, Son of love, arise and fill my heart, 
And bid all sorrow, fear, and pain depart.”’ 
This hymn was composed by Makunda Das, a native christian 


and preacher in India, and is a favorite among the hymns of their 
native hymn book. | 


VIII. LOVE TOKENS. 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD vs, BISHOP TAYLOR. 


‘“« The distinctive feature of William Taylor’s so-called ‘Self-supporting Mission’ has 
been that he refused aid from churches at home, and specially objected to the aid of 
organized societies. Now that Mr. Taylor has been made Bishop of Africa, and has 
on his hands a large work, we are not at all surprised to find that, under his inspiration, 
a society has been incorporated in New York entitled ‘ The Transit and Building Fund 
Society of Bishop Taylor’s Self-supporting Missions,’ The only diffierence between 
this organization and that of other Boards is that no salaries of agents at home, or of 
preachers or teachers in foreign countries, are allowed,” etc. 

Do such old and consolidated missionary organizations as the Am. Board fear their 
craft isin danger from Jnudependent Foreign Missions? If not, why do they oppose 
them, even by a word? Why do they not rejoice, as Paul did, that Christ is preached 
(Phil. i,.18) even by those who accept not support and control from these Boards ? 

As to the subject matter of this complaint ayainst Bishop Taylor, is the s/era/d’s 
statement truthful? Instead of formerly refusing aid from the home churches, and 
especially from organized societies, we had it from Bro. Taylor’s own lips, years ago, as 
well as from his missionaries in India, that he has welcomed aid from any and all offering 
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it; that he accepted aid from the M. E. Missionary Society even, for the passage of some 
of his missionaries from America to India, in the early years of his work there. Does 
not the Hera/d, then, utterly mistake the distinctive feature of Bishop Taylor’s Missions? 
Is it not rather ‘the distinctive feature of his Missions’’ to repudiate salaries of home 
officials, as well as of the workers abroad, and especially to prevent the damaging con- 
trol of home boards and officials. We speak only of those who use and abuse exces- 
sive authority over the missionaries, who know a thousand times more about the best 
ways, means and measures for evangelizing the heathen than the home officials do, or 
can, with little or no experience in the Missions? And dves not Bishop Taylor still 
guard this ‘ distinctive feature of his Missions ’’ with jealous care ? 

The Missionary Herald says: ‘* But the distinctive principle which rejects the aid 
and supervision of organized societies in the prosecution of Missions is dropped.’’ Not 
at all; the aid has been as welcome heretofore as now, and the arbitrary supervision is 
as firmly rejected now as heretofore. So far as we understand the character and func- 
tions of his Transit and Building Fund Society, Bishop Taylor and his fellow workers 
are just as liable to control, discipline and recall by the officials of the Am. Board as by 
his own society. Let the Independent Self-supporting Missions reported in past numbers 
of this REVIEW be carefully studied, and it will be found that every one of them re- 
ceives aid from any and all who please to give. ‘Their distinctive feature appears in 
rejecting the authoritative and damaging control of home boards and officials, one or 
two of whom “clothed with full power and authority,”’ so severely hamper and hinder 
them in their work—a few such, bringing dishonor even upon those who use no such 
arbitrary authority, Whether the views of these Independent workers, self-supporting 
in that they as no support from the old organized boards, are right or wrong, we do 
not here discuss, Whether the results of their efforts are more speedy and abundant 
than those of the organized boards giving fixed salaries to the missionaries, and still larger 
salaries to home officials, we need not undertake to determine. But, just in this con- 
nection it may be well to compare the visible results in case of the Am. Board and one 


of Bro. Taylor’s Independent Missions. 
Church Members. Scholars. 
After 74 Years’ labor the Am. Board reports. . ... . 21,176 36,537 


Bro. Taylor’s South India Con., after It years, reports. . 1,912 2,048 


In estimating this comparison it must be borne in mind that the pupils and church 
members in the South India Conference embrace Eurasians and some Europeans, as 
well as natives, as those of the American Board embrace Austrians and Spanish-speak- 
ing people in Spain and Mexico; and also that the South India conference is but oe of | 
Bro, Taylor’s Missions, while the figures of the Am. Board represent a// its Missions; 
and thus the few thousand dollars from Christendom in voluntary gifts to the work of 
Bro, Taylor in India, now quite indigenous, are to be set over against the millions of | 
dollars expended by the Am, Board during all its history, millions more still being a 
necessity before its Missions will become indigenous. 

While the organ of the Am. Board thus charges Bishop Taylor with having aban- 
doned his “ distinctive principle ’’ and ‘* become like one of us,’’ is it not very signifi- 
cant that the organ of the Presbyterian Board, so far from adopting a like view, says of 
Bishop Taylor’s undertaking in Africa: “‘ We regard the experiment a hazardous one, 
especially in such a country,”’ 

Does not this view of the Presbyterian Board show the better understanding and 
appreciation of “ the distinctive principle of Bishop Taylor’s Missions,”’ and a truer esti- 
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mate of the perils involved—the mightier faith necessary ? And will our brother of the 
Gospel in Ali Lands step in at this point, and tell us it requires faith and self-sacrifice 
of no higher order to gointo Africa, as Bro, Taylor and his forty co-workers go, without 
salaries, than to go with fixed salaries under an organized board that has not failed to 
pay a missionary’s salary for 50 or 100 years? God bless Bro. Taylor and his noble 
band in this most difficult enterprise—an enterprise more difficult and dangerous than 
has ever before been attempted in the whole history of modern Missions, And let those 


of us who abide at our ease in Christendom cease to throw stones, and help rather with 
our prayers. 


MISSIONS ON THE WEST COAST OF AFRICA. —*‘ British-Primitive Methodists, 
United Free Methodists, Wesleyans, London Missionary Society, etc.— Gospel in All 
Lands, March, p. 105.”’ 


Will our contemporary be so kind as to tell us the locality and working force of 


any Mission or Missions of the London Missionary Society, on the ‘* West Coast of 
Africa? ”’ 


“On LAKE VICTORIA NYANZA, the head of the Nile, the Church of Scotland 
commenced a Mission in 1877.’’—Dr. Gracey in the Worthern of Feb. 26. 


How can you so confuse and mislead your readers, my brother? This Wyanza 
Mission work was begun,and has been carried on to the present time, by the Church Mts- 
stonary Society. The Mission of the Church of Scotland is at Blantyre, far south from 
Lake Nyanza, near Lake Nyassa. 


CosT OF ADMINISTRATION.—“ It is, however, true that over 96 cents of every dol- 
lar paid into the Treasury [of the Presbyterian Foreign Board] is used directly and 
solely for Foreign Missions.’’— Gospel in All Lands. 


And is it not equally true that 100 cents of every dollar so paid is used for Foreign 
Missions? Are not the salaries paid to the officials used just as directly and solely for 
Foreign Missions, as is the money expended in printing periodicals or in building a Mis- 
sion house in New York? And if the Board has invested funds is not the annual inter- 
est of such funds, however invested, a part of the Board’s income, whether invested in 
railroad stock, or in buildings—for Mission use or any other use? If, by your emphatic 
words—* directly and solely for Foreign Missions ’’—you mean your readers to under- 
stand that 96 cents of every dollar so paid are expended 7” work among the heathen, 
then, my good brother, may the Lord forgive you for misleading them. 


HOME FOR MISSIONARY CHILDREN.—‘“ Mrs. Walker, of Auburndale, Mass., has 
for the last fifteen years been caring for the children of foreign missionaries who have 
been left in this country or returned to it. It is now desired to raise $50,000 to pur- 
chase a house and furnish an endowment fund. A meeting was held recently to take 
some decisive action toward raising the amount. Mrs. Walker has had under her care 
for the last year twelve children.”’ 3 


Does the Am. Board approve this scheme, and thus recognize its own serious mistake 
a few years ago in declining the noble and generous offer of S. V. S. Wilder—an offer 
of more than $300,000 (if we remember rightly) for a Home both for missionary chil- 
dren and for disabled misssionary parents ? 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN INDIA.—‘‘ Twenty-five years ago, probably no one had 
thought of such a thing as a Sunday-school for the children of Hindoos and Moham- 
medans; the few Sunday-schools which possibly existed then in our mission stations— 
and I am not sure that there were any at all—had been started simply with reference 


to the children of the native Christians.’’—Rev. C. W. Park, in Sunday School Times, 
of April 5, 1884. 
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Our attention has just been called to this communication of Bro. Park in the S. S. 
7imes, with much of which we are in fullest accord. But we think the above sentence 
overlooks a large amount of Sunday School work for Hindu and Mohammedan children, 
in the earlier years of Mission labor in India, We, ourselves, engaged regularly every 
Sunday in such work, in the city of Ahmednugger /¢hirty-eight years ago. We often 
had 150 Hindu and Mohammedan boys in our Sunday School, and found them deeply 
interested in the parables and teaching of the Gospels and the Christian hymns they 
learned to sing. Dear Miss Farrar, a most faithful and devoted worker in that and the 
Bombay Missions, had her Sabbath Classes of non-christian girls a dozen or twenty 
years earlier; and while rejoicing in the greater attention latterly given to Sunday 
Schools for Hindu and Mohammedan children, let us not disparage or overlook the like 
schools and efforts for non-christian children, made by earnest workers in the earlier 
missions. 

RATE OF SUCCESS IN CHRISTIAN WORK AT HOME AND IN FOREIGN MISSIONS,— 


“ About 7 converts to each preacher in the United States, and 70 to each missionary in 
Asia,’’—J/lustrated Christian Weekly. 


Will those responsible for this statement be so kind as to state distinctly its data, or 
of what branch of the church it is made? The net gain in the home work of Presby- 
terians, North, the past year, being 15,247, the ratio to each of the 5,341 home preachers 
is only 2.85 ; while the net gain in foreign Mission fields of this church being 1241, 
the ratio to each of the 163 ordained missionaries, omitting the 24 American lay- 
men and 288 women is only 7.61. When an Editor publishes such statements as the 
above, should he not mention the branch of the Church of which it is predicated? If it 
is true of any church we would gladly know which the church is, 


IX. RECENT CONVERTS. 


JAMAICA.—At latest dates from the Jamaica Mission of the Disciple church 4% 
baptisms are reported. 

GUIANA.— The Bishop of Guiana sends to the AVission Field notes of a very inter- 
esting visit in Oct. last, to the missions among the Indians on the Essequibo, Portaro 
and Demarara rivers. He speaks of finding 400 Indians at one station gathered to 
meet him, and 700 at another. Much of his journeying was by boat on the river, but 
he also speaks of travel on foot, in one instance of a walk 16 miles by an Indian path 
“through the finest forest that I have ever seen.’’ Between Oct. 12 and Nov. 23, he 
confirmed 470 persons in the various stations, and says the baptisms, in the last four 
years, have been 2,851. | 

U. P. Mission, INDIA.—In our last issue we gave Dr. Stewart’s report Dec, 16, 
1884, of 372 baptisms. Dec, 31, (1884) Rev. A. Gordon mentioned the baptism of 34 
more adults and 15 children. Surely our brethren in this mission are finding great en- 
couragement in their work. Their net gain in communicants, the past year, has been 
529—47 per cent. | 

Rev. Nowrojee, C. M. S., reports 7 adults baptised in the Aurungabad Mission, 
India, Jan. 7th, and 52 in 1884. 

Rev. V. Bhabal, Am. Board’s Maratha Mission, India, reports 11 adults baptised 
and 12 previously baptised now received to communion, 
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Rev. W. D. Powell, Baptist, from Saltillo, Mexico, writes ( Feb. 9, 1885 ): ‘* We 
are now in the midst of a glorious revival. The meeting has been continued ten days. 
Twenty have joined the church to date. Our membership now numbers 101, The in- 
terest continues unabated. Nearly every girl in school, not a member of the church, 
seems deeply moved on the subject of religion.’”’ Again, speaking of Patos, he writes: 
“The Alcalde ( chief magistrate) has been converted and joined the church; also Col, 
Pedro Aguero, a gentleman of large means, and one of the most influential men in the 
State.’’ 

Rev. J. B. Hail (Cumberland Pres. ) writes, Jan. 12, 1885: ‘We had the pleasure 
of baptising ten persons on Sunday, 4th inst., 4 of them Mrs. Drenan’s pupils.” He 
adds that God had given them an increase of 200 per cent. in 1884, and had given the 
church “a stronger spiritual life.” 

The M. E. Missionaries report revivals in Sweden—52 received on probation at 
Arboga and Koping and 25 at Sandorken. 

The Baptist Missionary Magazine of March reports 272 baptisms, and that for 
April, 180. 

The Presbyterian Monthly Record of March reports 91 accessions to Foreign Mis- 
sion Churches, and that for April reports 18, besides 418 baptised in Shantung Presby- 
tery in the year. 

Rev. A, Turnbull, of the Darjeeling Scotch Mission reports 52 baptisms in the pre- 
vious 6 months, and his letter develops a right understanding and exercise of the judic- 
ious discipline and training of native converts to honest and moral lives, as also to habits 
of industry and self-support. 


WORK OF THE WALDENSES IN ITALY. 


1883. 5884. Year's Gain. 
Total Communicants. ....... 3,616 3,778 162 
Accessions of 541 520 21 less 
Pupils in Day Schools. ....... 1,990 2,030 
Pupils in Night Schools. ....... 463 633 170 
Pupils of Sab. Schools. . ...... 1,973 2,180 
$11,425 


The United Presbyterians of Scotland began their Mission in Rajpootana, India, in 
1860. They havesent out 24 missionaries, in all, and 2 Catechists. Of these 4 have 
died, also 7 wives of the missionaries have died, and four other missionaries have left 
from failure of health, and one, Dr. Valentine, conducts an independent mission. The 
mission has 4 Dispensaries, at which 120,000 were treated last year, 80 schools with 
4,000 scholars, and Dr. Schoulbred, the first agent and founder of the mission, is still liv- 
ing and working in it. The progress of the work is indicated thus :— 

6 | Communicants. 


In 1871, the Christian community was I52............+24.4... 59 
In 1881, the Christian community was 666 . Pc. s 382 
In 1883, the Christian community was 833... «© «+ 412 


Mr. Ramage, So-Africa, writes: ‘* When I came here 4 years ago, we had a small 
membership of 120, and for the first year and 9 months I saw but little fruit, In the be- 
ginning of 1883 the Lord was pleased to visit us, and since then we have had additions 
to the church every month, sometimes as many as 60 at once. We have now amember- 
ship of 500 communicants.” 
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X. ANSWER TO THE PRESBYTERIAN FOREIGN MISSION 
BOARD, REQUIRED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY. * 


Presented to said Board, Oct. 3, 1877. 
SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE. EPH. IV. I5. 
(Resumed from Vol. VII. p. 228. ) 
The tenth proposal of my paper is, 


X. Moved that, as our Foreign Board ts not an Ecclesiastical body, 
it be instructed to recall no ordained Missionary from Foreign service 
without the recommendation of his Presbytery. 

Bro. Lowrie says: ‘“ The power of recalling a minister or any 
missionary * * should be lodged in the same body that appoints 
him.” But you have no power to appoint a Missionary without 
the recommendation of his Presbytery. No such power has been 
“lodged” in you. So that on Bro. Lowrie’s own principle, as Gen- 
eral Assembly has limited your power of appointment, why should 
it not limit your power of recall also in the same way ? 

What is the concurrence of any or all the Missionaries in your 
recall of one of their number worth, unless their concurrent action 
be taken and recorded in regular Presbytery ? And that too, defore 
the recall by your Board? Has General Assembly, even, a right 
to give you such arbitrary power of recall? Can such power be ex- 
ercised without trenching on the prerogatives both of the ordained 


* Most of our readers will remember that, with a heart intent on the wisest and 
most efficient conduct, and on the highest and largest success, of our foreign missions, 
we presented to the General Assembly of 1877, in Chicago, a paper proposing 
several modifications in their conduct and working, which seemed to us well adapted to 
be helpful to all engaged in this sacred work both at home and abroad. When the 
paper was first read the Assembly considerately voted to refer it to a Special Committee 
to study the proposed changes and report to the next Assembly. Had this decision 
been carried out, it would have secured an opportunity for a fair understanding of the 
nature and aim of the proposed changes, and a deliberate rejection or acceptance of 
them by the next Assembly of 1878. But instead of this, it will be remembered that in 
the bustle and confusion of adjournment one skilled in such diplomacy sprung upon the 
Assembly a proposal to recall the action before taken and refer the paper to the Mission 
Board itself, thus making it both judge and jury in its own case, and even requiring 
the author of the paper to appear before the Board and answer for his conduct in pro- 
posing changes in its administration, Probably few of the commissioners present, in 
the flurry of the moment and their haste to leave, understood what was being done ; 
but those interested in the scheme were enough to carry it through ; and hence this 
answer in obedience to that requirement of General Assembly. 

This paper is now nearly eight years old, but we do not see that its force is abated, 
or that the measure proposed in this Zem¢h item of it is any less vital to the best interests 
of foreign Missions. Indeed the necessity of some action of the Assembly, limiting the 
powers of the Presbyterian foreign Board and secretaries, has become more imperative 
than ever before. Exercising this power of disciplining, threatening and recalling 
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Missionary and of the church court to which alone he is amenable 
in his Ecclesiastical relations ? Does not such power as you exercise 
in recalling a Missionary strike at the very vitals of the Presbyterian 
olity ? 

: You cannot recall a missionary without prejudicing him and 
his case in the minds of many of his Co-Presbyters. He is entitled, 
if accused, to a regular trial by his Presbytery, without such pre- 
judice to hiscase. You have no right to inflict upon him a penalty 
before such trial; and you have no right by any penalty or prejudg- 
ment inflicted by your body, to forestall such fair and equitable 
trial by his Presbytery, with opportunity to appeal to the higher 
church courts, if he please. On all these points let me commend 
to you the regular usage and repeated deliverances of the Presby- 
terian church, viz: : 

a. General Assembly has repeatedly declared, that the discip- 
line of a minister can be exercised only by zs own Presbytery, 
even when he is absent from it. ( See Minutes of 1835, P. 476. 
and 1872 P. 495. 

6. General Assembly has ruled that even a Church Judicatory 
may not exclude a minister from Pulpits, without regular trial and 
conviction. Such action of Presbyteries, when taken, General As- 
sembly has ordered to be rescinded. (See NV. S. Minutes of 1840, 
P. 24. ) 


Missionaries, so long unchecked, they seem to have inferred that the confidence in them 
of pastors, churches, and General Assembly is so absolute that do what they please they 
will never be called to account. To this feeling we attribute their recent action in 
sending back to the Missions in India a man dismissed by the board and deposed from 
the ministry by his own Presbytery—and this, notwithstanding their printed rules forbid 
their sending a minister to any mission without the recommendation of his Presbytery ; 
while their action in inducing the Ferukhabad Presbytery to restore the deposed man 
in violation of the law of the Church that no Presbytery can restore a deposed minister 
but the one that deposed him, and in taking measures to crush and destroy the Presby- 
tery that deposed him, is an ecclesiastical crime which we need not characterize. Some 
believe that the Presbyterian Secretaries have grown to this extreme of power, usurping 
ecclesiastical authority over church courts even, mainly from the act of the Chicago 
Assembly in placing us and our paper wholly in their power, not even requiring a report 
of the case from them. Be this as it may, we have no Jersona/ complaints, but the sad 
and ruinous results of the Secretaries’ action in their India Missions we deeply 
deplore, and for the sake of Christ and the heathen we pray God to interpose, and bring 
toa speedy and effectual end their destructive policy and corroding controversy with the 
Missionaries. Let it be understood that this and any other foot-notes appended, are of 
the present date. The original paper was addressed to the Board itself. To the vital 
principle urged in this ¢enth item of our paper, we ask the prayerful attention of all 
Mission Boards and Secretaries; as also of pastors and missionaries, and all who love 
the heathen and long to see the world evangelized. 
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c. General Assembly has ruled that no church court, even, 
may suspend a minister without trial. In 1811 Gen'l Assembly re- 
fused to approve the Minutes of a Synod in which such a suspen- 
sion was recorded. ( Minutes of 1811, P. 468.) 

Does not your recall of a Minister pull him out of his own 
pulpit >—virtually suspend him; take him forcibly from his own 
Ecclesiastical body in the Mission abroad and pitch him into the 
limits of some other Presbytery, if indeed, it does not lead him to 
ignore all Ecclesiastical relations ¢ 

d. A church court, even, may not so much as censure a Minis- 
ter, before, or without, trial. (See Minutes of General Assembly 
1793, P. 71 and 1849, P. 264, O. S.) 

From these and many other deliverances, is it not manifest 
that General Assembly forbids a church court even, to treat any 
Minister as you treat every one you recall? How can General As- 
sembly allow in you what it forbids to its own church courts ? 

Doubtless it zs possible that an ordained Missionary fall into 
sin, and sin as gross as that of a late Secretary of one of our For- 
eign Boards; in which case no personal wrong could be inflicted by 
his abrupt recall. But what would be the gain? Suppose the Mis- 
sionary be in Africa, and his Presbytery in North Carolina, or Tex- 
as, if your please. Your Board is here in New York. Will not the 
same letters and facts that convince you of the said missionary’s 
guilt, convince his Presbytery also ? And will not the loss of a little 
time be compensated a thousand fold by preserving intact our val- 
uable church polity and the order and prerogatives of our church 
courts, by referring his case to his own Presbytery ? 

You will perhaps urge that your recall of a missionary leaves 
his Ecclesiastical relation still in force. But what is that relation 
worth under the stigma of your recall? If he is a member of a 


Presbytery in his mission field, your recall gives undue advantage | 


to any unfriendly co-presbyters, and takes him from the only place 
where a fair trial is possible. If he is amember of some Presbytery 
in America, then, just in proportion as his Brethren and the Chris- 
tian public have confidence tn you, will they not prejudge his case? 

In every instance of recall, the Missionary must be guilty, or 
not guilty, of some offense sufficient to justify his recall. If guilty, 
a fair trial is needed to establish his guilt. He should not be pre- 
judged and punished Jdefore or without, such trial. If innocent, then 
his recall is a cruelty, and a sin against him. It cannot be safely 
said, as Bro. Lowrie says, that ‘“‘ No Missionary Board will exercise 
this power, except, in manifest plain cases.” The past history of 
the church warrants no such statement. Where is our assurance 
of the infallibility of any Board in existence? Dono members of 
Boards ever prove unfaithful to their trusts? Is not an honorable 
member of one of our own Church Boards—his name prominent in 
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the very Charter of that Board,—suffering to-day under the stigma 
of being a defaulter ? 

Have no Secretaries of Church Boards ever proved defaulters, 
or fallen into sin? Are not our Brethren of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church suffering at the hands of such a Secretary at the 
present time?* Are not you, my Brethren, in danger of prejudice 
and wrong bias as we!l as your Missionaries ? 

If a Missionary’s Brethren in the Foreign field become dis- 
pleased with him, and send you hasty and exaggerated statements 
against him, such as they could never substantiate in a church 
court, and of which they themselves will soon become ashamed, 
are your judgments so immaculate that there is no possible danger 
you may be misled ?—no possible danger of wrong bias in your 
own minds? And consider how any bias against a Missionary on 
your part, tends to encourage, develope and exaggerate, all the ill- 
feelings of any of his brethren against him. And is it not true that 
your position and influence is such that some of our Presbyteries, 
even, on most cursory examination, would unhesitatingly condemn 
a missionary already condemned by you? Is not the very exis- 
tence, in your hands, of this arbitrary power of recall, a temptation 
to you and to your Missionaries, against which we ought all to 

ray ? 

‘ And yet I grant you that a missionary, even when recalled by a 
Board of such prestige and power, ca prove his innocence, and 
win a declaration of his innocence, in our Presbyterian church 
courts—if said courts will be independent, and be governed by evi- 
dence, and by our constitution, instead of being overshadowed by the 
said Board’s prestige and authority ; and providedalso that such mis- 
sionary have patience, persistence, moral and physical courage and 
endurance, and withal, the grace and help of God, sufficient to enable 
him to challenge the trial and to suffer the tax on time, purse, nerves, 
energy and life, involved in fighting it out on this line. But what 
right have you, or the church, to impose such severe disadvantage 
—such cruel pain and enormous expense to vital resources, on any 
missionary ? + [To be continued. | 


* This was written eight years ago when the cases here alluded to were before the 
public and widely known. Names are not necessary now unless the facts are doubted. 

Tt On this point, after eight years further reflection, we remark : 

1. Why should not foreign missionaries, in their missions and church courts abroad, 
exercise all the rights and prerogatives they would at home in christendom? Why not 
govern themselves, and decide all questions that arise in their work, just as pastors and 
co-presbyters do in christendom? All the serious troubles we have ever known in fhe 
foreign missions have originated, continued and developed their sad results, through ap- 
peals of one or two schemers to home officials and the latters’ unwise interference. Let 
missionaries be self-governing, by the same principles and laws ministers are in christen- 
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XI, FOREIGN MISSIONS IN 1883-1884. 


VIII. AssocIATE REFORMED Synop, SouTH. 


The report of this church’s work in Mexico has reached us 
since our partial review of it on page 42. Its statistics will be 
found in the table of our next number. The progress of the work 
under a single missionary is so noteworthy that we give here his 
own report of it: 


REPORT OF THE MISSIONARY. 


TAMPICO, Tamaulipas, August 30th, 1883. 


‘To THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MIssions—Arethren: Your Missionary, although 
contemplating a visit to the United States, having received an invitation through the 
Secretary, thinks it not improper to send a written report, as there is great uncertainty 
of his being able to leave his post on account of quarantine regulations. 

‘The ecclesiastical year now drawing to a close has, we trust, been blessed by an 
outpouring of the Spirit, there being many reasons for rejoicing, notwithstanding the 
many embarrassments and discouragements that strike at the very life of the Mission. 

‘‘In the good providence of God, with a few exceptions, health has been enjoyed 
in all the Stations, there being only four deaths during the year; yet we have to report 
other fearful dispensations, and humbly bow before Him in whose hands are the sea- 
sons and plagues. Throughout this entire section we have suffered from severe drouth, 
vegetation has been parched, man and beast sufferers ; and now we are scourged with 
the locusts, that are destroying all in their path. 


dom, and three-fourths of your Mission Secretaries will have lost their occupation, and 
the harmony and success of your missionaries abroad will be multiplied twenty-fold, 
at least. 

2. The recall of missionaries, is not only needless, unjust and generally cruel, but 
is so effectually barred by Presbyterian laws and rulings, as quoted above, that the Pres- 
byterian Church is under obligation to interdict and prevent such recalls, if she would 
guard her own honor and consistency. 

3. Such recall is not only a violation of ecclesiastical rights, but it is also a civil of- 
fense, and renders the Board or Secretary who recalls a missionary without trial, amen- 
able to the civil courts and their penalties, Without enlarging on this point with our 
own arguments and illustrations, we commend to sober reflection, the following, taken 
from a much valued exchange, viz: 

“It is the general belief in this country that a minister is a man, and as such has the 
rights of a man under the laws to which, as all others, he is amenable. No power or 
hierarchy has the right to override his inalienable prerogatives, or to assert its superior 
authority to the law of the land, And yet there is a church which for ages has arrogant- 
ly dominated in lands where its authority has been supreme, and which longs to usurp 
the same sovereignty here. That its bishops have Ecclesiastical authority over their lower 
clergy may be proper, but that does not give them arbitrary power to depose or remove them 
without reason given or redress allowed. This question has now been settled by high 
_ Judicial authority. Six years ago Bishop O’Hara, of Penna., dismissed Farther Stack, a 
Catholic priest of Williamsport, from his charge and forbid him to exercise his priestly 
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‘¢ Tampico, The services have been regularly dispensed three times a week, but 
spiritual indifference reigns in our midst. There were four baptisms and three members 
received on a public profession of faith during the year, and three removals from the 
place, 

“The school continued until May, there being on the roll fifty-three pupils. All 
of our efforts have been futile to induce the children to attend services. 

‘Zenon Zaleta continued his studies with diligence until the first of May, when 
circumstances of which the Board were made acquainted necessitated a change, and he 
was sent to Panuco. 

* According to instructions approved by Synod, Senor Pedro Trujillo was ordained 
to the office of the ministry on the 26th of last February, two Ruling Elders taking part 
in the exercises. It is sad to report that he is in bad health and has been sorely afflicted 
several times during the year. : 

“On the 5th of June, Senor Jesus P. Segura was licensed to preach the Gospel in 
the bounds of this Mission. He was a student in the Theological school in Mexico, 
and is a young man of more than ordinary promise. His examination was highly satis- 
factory, and his father has left him unrestrained under my direction. May God make 
him a useful instrument in the cause. 


‘‘CHICONCILLO. The preaching of the Word has been regularly dispensed in this 
Station by Senor Ines Hernandez, the teacher of the public school. The church is in 
an encouraging state; was visited four times during the year, twice by your Missionary 
and once each by Senores Trujillo and Segura. Twenty-four adults and twenty-nine 
children have been baptized, and twenty-one received into full communion of the church. 
The elders are zealous in the performance of their dutics, The church building, 30x16, 


functions, without assigning any reasons for the act. ‘The lower court, when the case 
came before them, decided that the action of the Bishop was unlawful. He appealed to 
the Supreme Court which now sustains the former decision and requires the Bishop to 
pay costs. ‘The Court maintains that a Bishop has no right to remove a pastor without 
specific charges, thus taking away his means of support and fixing a stigma on his repu- 
tation, and then pronounces this equitable decision : 

‘We cannot assent to the doctrine that the pastor’s right of property may thus be 
stricken down, and he be prohibited from following his profession without accusation 
and opportunity for hearing on trial. If it is not contrary to the laws of the church, 
which we are not prepared to admit, z¢ zs contrary to the supreme law of the land.’ 

This judicial decision may not be favorably received at the vatican [or by Mission 
Secretaries] but it will meet the approbation of all right thinking men who believe that 
a clergyman should enjoy the protection of the civil law no less than any citizen.”-—/- 
lustrated Christian Weekly, Oct. 25, 1879, p. 513. 

Why is not a protestant missionary as well entitled to protection, when his reputa- 
tion is assailed and his support taken from him, without trial, as a catholic priest is? Is 
the offense of Bishop O’ Hara any less an offense when perpetrated by a protestant Mis- 
sion Secretary? Are our courts and laws made for the protection of catholic priests, 
and not for the protection of protestant missionaries ? 

A large number of missionaries, now suffering under the cruel wrong inflicted 
by their recall, have just as good claims to protection and costs and reinstatement as 
Father Stack had, 
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will be finished by the end of the year. I earnestly ask the additional appropriation of 
$240 for this Station. Two places of preaching have been opened in connection with 
this point, one at Tapa Boca and the other in the town of Tantima. The school con- 
tinues under Dona Gila, and has on the roll eighteen pupils. 


‘* PUEBLO VIEJO has had three religious services every week. The few that have 
identified themselves have remained most firm under the trying circumstances through 
which they have been called to pass. There have been three deaths in this little flock, 


two of the principal men and one child. In this Station there are several baptized con- 
verts, all members of the church, 


“TAMPICO ALTO is a small town about ten miles from this port, and although there 
has been occasional preaching, active work was not begun until the 5th of last April. 
This place being the seat of idolatry in this section, the few members ‘and adherents 
have suffered more than in any other Mission from persecution. Regular visits are made 
by your Missionary, the work being in charge of Nemesio Arrebalo. Ten persons have 
been baptized in this Station, and four received as members, A Christian Association has 
been established with a membership of thirteen grown persons. 


‘‘ PANUCO, a town of about two thousand inhabitants, and distant about twenty 
miles, was entered in the month of May, and while there is nothing as yet organized in 
the place more than a Christian Association, the prospects are encouraging. 


‘‘A provisional selection of nineteen Psalms has been printed and in use. Four 
hundred copies were printed at a cost of $25. | 


“ May the blessing of God rest upon our Mission the incoming year, and its wants 
sustained by the Church of its planting.” 


I am, dear brother, your obedient servant, 
NEILL E. PRESSLEY. 


We are glad to see this church is about to send another mis- 
sionary to this interesting and fruitful field. 
XXIV. METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, NORTH. 


(See Vol. VII., p. 206.) 
REv. J. M. Reip, D.D., Sec., 805 Broadway, New York. 


Home Strength. 1883 1884 Year’s Gain. 
Conferences. . ..... 99 103 4 
Presiding Elders. . . . . 446 488 42 
Itinerant Preachers. . . . 12,654 12,811 157 

al 12,337 12,211 126 less. 
18,152 18,210 58 more. 
Full Members. . . .. . 1,799,593 1,800,150 557 “ 
S.S. Scholars and Teachers. 1,865,597 1,970,355 104,758 “ 
Value of Church Prop. . . . $75,426,602 $83,515,210 $8,088,608 
Disbursed to For. Missions. $ 394,724.67 $ 388,698.26 6,026.41 less. 
Debt at Year’s Close. . . $ 43,036.90 $ 87,635.20 44, 598.30 more. 
Prop. in For. Missions. . $ 1,405,446 $1,405,446 
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! Foreign Force and Results. 
& 
South America. . . . .| 4! 4) 4) 4 15) 3) 69) 1090) 1210) 9,255 
Foochow,China. . . .| 2) 3) 4| 26) 42) 1778) 443] 1369 1,702.48 
North 6| 2! 32! 348 65| 311 452.96 
North India. . . . . .| 30/1102) 2508/11,530\17,774| 29,338.21 
South India. . . . . .| 51|.{20'.| . | . 1295) 2048] 2882! 42,004.00 
—| —|—|—| —- |_| -' — -| - 
Totals of above. . . . 95,371.03 
Totals in Europe. ... .| 4] 5) 1| 16/179) 106/24,165' 141|34,733| 89,619.69 
Totals in all Fields. . . 276/1765| 34,442 16,868|/62,801| $184,990.72 
Total last Year. . . . . 235,360.00 
VearsGain. ..... 1! o| I] I] 52 34 3,246, 1947| 2865 | 
i 1. Most of the figures above, under Home strength, show health 
S y 


growth, though we are sorry to see the ‘smaller income disbursed 

to Foreign Missions, and also the much larger debt. The contri- 

butions in the Missions, too, for various objects, have fallen off the 

past year, though the present, $184,990.72, almost half as much as 

the whole amount of home funds disbursed to Foreign Missions, 
is surely very creditable, and shows vigorous efforts towards self- 
support. The year’s gain in the number of workers in the Mis- 
sions has been small, only three in all, except in case of the 

| Woman’s F. M. Society’s ative workers, and the ordained natives. 

The number of these has increased by 52 and 34, respectively. 

The total gain in numbers is 3,246 as contrasted with 2,101 in 

883, showi large blessin th rk. The net gain in 

1883, showing a large blessing on the work. e- g 

| bea North India alone, the past year, (even omitting probationers, many 

j me of whom are communicants,) has been 417, or 20 per cent.; while 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


our own Presbyterian Missions, along side of the M. E. Missions, 
incurred a net loss of 129; although manned with much the larger 
force of workers, and expending more than twice the amount of 
home funds used by the M. E. North India Missions. The great 
falling off in the native workers, other than the ordained, and W. 
F. M. S.’s native workers, is not intelligible to us, only on the sup- 
position that some thousands of them have been omitted, as dis- 
tinctly manifest in case of Africa, where 284 (teachers) reported in 
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1883, are all omitted in 1884. There has been a net gain of 1,947 
native scholars, and, in condensing the fuller table of the Annual 
Report, we omitted 1,019 scholars in the High Schools, 85 Theo- 
logical students, and 642 orphans, which, included, make the net 
gain in scholars 3,693 

In the work of Saddath Schools we know of no foreign missions 
the world over that have had such success in gathering native 
children into them for christian instruction. The special charac- 
teristic of these schools is that they gather thousands of heathen 
children, and many heathen parents, as well as the children of 
christian parents. Take this example, told by a native christian 
teacher: ‘‘ On the Ist, of Aug. I went to a village called Kanjar- 
purma, and said to the people, ‘if you will let me teach your child- 
ren the word of God it will be very good for them and you too.’ 
Hearing this the peoplesaid: ‘If you were to give us Rs.10 a 
day we would not send our children to your school, &c.’... After 
telling them I simply wanted to teach them about God and His 
love toward man, they still refusing to send their children, I turned 
away with a heavy heart, yet with faith in God that He would make 
known His word in this village. ‘The next day I went again tothe. 
village, praying God to help me. As I came near the village I met 
a leper, who usked me why I was coming there. I said, ‘ Friend, 
I have brethren living in this place and I rejoice that I may be able 
to see and teach them some good things.’ The leper said, ‘ What 
are the names of your brethren?’ I replied, ‘I do not yet know 
their names.’ He said,‘ You must have queer brethren that you 
do not know their names!’ I replied, ‘Nevertheless, you and all 
the people of this village are my brethren.’ He retorted, ‘Only 
those people are brethren who are children of the same father and 
mother.’ When I told him that God, through Christ, was the Father 
of us all, he seemed much pleased and said, ‘I like this new word; I 
have never before heard it.’ ‘ Very well,’ said I, ‘if you will call 
the children of this village together, I will instruct them.’ He 
agreed to this, telling me to come in the evening. I then went 
home and during midday prayed for God’s special blessing on the 
people. At the time appointed I went ‘to the village, praying all 
the way, ‘O Lord, go with me to this village; as thou wast with 
the children of Israel, so be thou with me.’ Arriving at the village, 
I found the leper, as he promised, had gathered some children to- 
gether. I told them about Jesus and his love, and so greatly 
pleased were all, that the men told me to come again, and many 
boys and young men enrolled themselves as members of my Sun- 
day School. Through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ this work 
was accomplished, not through my strength. Praise the Lord, who 
does hear and answer prayer!” 

Of progress in the direction of self-support, besides the amount 
given, as shown in the table, take this example: 


a 
‘ 
4 
& 
| 

+ oy 


236 The Missionary Review. { May, 


“ Brother Andrias, at the beginning of this year, voluntarily 
gave up his salary. Dressed in the garb of a religious devotee, he 
continued to itinerate, preaching Chirst Crucified; trusting wholly 
to his countrymen for his support. He took this step against the 
advice and without the moral support of his own brethren; but he 
did it, beyond doubt, under the quiet leading and influence of God’s 
good spirit. In his last tour, just finished, he spent five weeks 
among a group of Chumar villages, where he was well cared for, 
and in presents of money he received from the people Rs. 7}. 
Often he sat up till midnight telling the story of the cross. Long 
after midnight earnest listeners refused to leave while they could 
persuade him to explain, to preach, andto sing... . Time and again 
he had to stop, because his voice was entirely exhausted. . . . 

Full of joy he says, ‘ We'll rest when we get to heaven. In his 
presence a heathen altar was thrown down, the people declaring 
they would use it no more.” 

This Report abounds in similar evidence of the mighty power 
of God’s truth to overcome the prejudices and enlist the hearts of 
the heathen. Those who fail to read and rejoice in such Reports, 
_show that their own hearts feel little sympathy with God’s work 
in human redemption. 

We notice that the ordained native brethren in this North 
India Mission are now 30 in number, while the ordained Americans 
are only 21 ; and in the Foochow M. E. Mission, in China, the or- 
dained Chinese are 42, while the ordained Americans are only 4; 
and yet this complete parity of Ministers, foreign and native, with 
such a large majority of the latter inthe same church court, results 
in no lack of harmony, or in any of the troubles predicted by the 
foreign Secretaries of our Southern Presbyterian brethren, and 
other advocates of keeping native brethren in church courts entirely 
separate from the Missionaries. 

The appointment of 4 regular Bishops, and of Bishop Taylor 
for Africa, at the Quadrennial Conference in Philadelphia, we have 
noticed in former numbers. 


XXV. Metuopist EpiscopaL SouTu. 
(Vol. VII., p. 209.) 
Rev. R. A. Youne, D.D., Sec., Nashville, Tenn, 


Home Strength 188 3 1884 Year's Gata. 
8 8 re) 
Annual Conferences. . .. . 38 38 
Itinerant Preachers. . .. . 4,045 

Communicants. .... 879,299 

S.S.Scholars. .... .. . 485,000 485,000 
For. Mission Income. . . . $160272.82 $183,962.91 $23,680.09 


Property in For. Missions. . $201,351. 202, 205.00 854. 
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Foreign Missions in 1883-84. 


Foreign Force and Results. 
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412 13/8) | 38 
2} 24| 105| 6223)°465| 188) 19,000) . 714.00 
.|. | 22] 20) 1322) 803) 243: 54,350) 8,225.00 
Mexico, Border. ... . Q} 2, 31) 1302/t184) 40; 31,555) 1,521.89 
6} 2, 32) 22) 1614)(207| 497; 45,000); 162.00 
48)13| 111| 202,205|16,801.11 
17| 1 6| 294|1678| o 7,566.56 
Year's Loss. ..... 6 192, 


doubt. 


The increase in ordained missionaries is noteworthy. Are they 
all Americans? The native preachers’ decrease strengthens this 


We would not at all intimate that American preachers are 


any better than the native brethren (ordained) but it is extremely 
desirable to classify them separately, otherwise our efforts to ascer- 
tain the number of foreign missionaries sent from Christendom are 
defeated. Besides, native preachers are not foreign missionaries. 
They labor in their own land. 
The large gain in collections ($7,566.56) within the Missions 
the past year is also an item of much encouragement, indicating 
progress in self-support. The 2,916 communicants in the two 


They have not been sent. 


Mexican Missions, show very gratifying progress in that field of - 


papal darkness and corruption. As a sample of this work, and the 
bitter persecution to which converts of influence are liable, take 
this letter from Manuel Maria Madero, a Mexican convert admitted 
on trial at last Conference with nine others. 
charge of the Zaragoza and Guerrero Mission. 
casion to write to his superintending missionary thus: 


He was placed in 
He soon had oc- 


** BELOVED BROTHER :—Last night I returned from visiting the mission, and in 
few words I will tell you what has happened during my round. The 12th inst, I 
reached Allende, and preached on Saturday. Sunday, on concluding the evening ser- 
vice, some individuals who were outside at the window said to me to come out, among 
other insulting words, to which I paid no attention. But on Tuesday, the 15th, while 
on the road to Gijedo, just as I was passing the Chupaderas wood, two bandits assaulted 
me, one from each side of the road, obliging me to get down from my buggy. Then 


they took me away into the center of the woods, and said to me, ‘ Do you know why we 


we 
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brought you here?’ ‘Iam ignorant of your object,’ I answered. ‘ Then know that 
you are going todie!’ ‘Why?’I asked. They said, ‘We will teach you how to 
censure a religion so holy and pure.’ Seeing, then, that the last moments of my life 
had come, I said to them: ‘Sirs, you do well to be zealous for your religion, but I 
will tell you the truth, the religion which you defend is not the religion of God, nor of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The religion which you profess is the religion of the devil, of 
antichrist, for you give testimony that his desires you do; for this is not the will of God, 
since the children of God, the true worshipers of Christ, do not rob, nor kill, nor as- 
sault ; consequently you do not the will of God, but of the priests, for they are always 
thirsty for the blood of those who believe in God and love Christ. They preach and 
tell their faithful, he who speaks to a Protestant at a distance of twenty-five steps 1s ex- 
communicated, and he that doesa favor to a Protestant is already ten times in hell, for 
your priest has preached these things in all this district, not remembering that the Lord 
Jesus Christ says: ‘Bless your enemies, and do good to those who do you evil, and 
pray for those who persecute you and speak evil of you.’ As I said this, they both rais- 
ed their voices and ordered me to stop and say nothing more. They then prepared 
their guns, and pointed them at me. I said tothem: ‘ Friends, I beseech you to let 
me commend my soul to the Lord whom I serve.’ They said: ‘ Doit, but very 
quickly ; for very soon you will go to your God 1? Hearing these words, my heart was 
filled with joy at.the mention of the place where my soul would go after breathing my 
last. Then kneeling down, and resting against the trunk of a tree, I said: ‘God of 
infinite goodness, full of mercy, I give thee humble thanks for having made known to 
, me the last moments of my existence, and for having kept me faithful to the end in 
* which I am to disappear from this world for the sake of thy divine and holy word, and 
that thou wouldst be pleased to receive my soul into thy kingdom, in the name of thy 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, for into thy hands I commend my spirit, And I beseech 
thee, O blessed Heavenly Father, to pardon the sin that they are going to conimit, for 
they are not the guilty ones—they do the will of the enemies of thy word ; therefore 
pardon them, for they know not what they do, O Lord, convert them, and take from them 
the veil that covers their eyes.’ The rest of the prayer I do not remember, for a great 
dread seized upon me that caused me to lose all my senses. But after some time, when 
I awoke from the trance in which I had fallen, I arose to look for my enemies, and to 

» tell them I was ready for them to carry out their purpose with me. But looking around 
in all directions, I saw no one, but a profound silence reigned ; and I found myself alone 
in that dark wood. But the singing of the birds as they flew among the branches ad- 
vised me anew to resume my journey. Directing myself to my frail buggy, I crossed the 
wood as one who quietly walks in the shadow of death. ‘Taking my reins in hand, I 
was soon in Gijedo. Going along the road I was meditating and giving thanks to God, 
saying : ‘O Lord, in me has been fulfilled that promise which says, If thine enemies 
come upon thee by one road, they shall flee from thee by seven.”’ 


if! y 


Of this account the Superintendent well says: 


‘Is not the above a case of martyrdom? Death was not inflicted, but all its agony 
was experienced, and all the triumphant virtue of Christianity over it was exhibited as 
clearly as in any case on record in any age of the world. We place this narrative on 
record not for parade, but in the simple language of the saintly man who penned it, for 
the sole purpose of showing to the Church the character of the work being done through 
its instrumentality on the border of Mexico.” 
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XXVI. African M. E. CuHurcu. 


Foreign Missions in 1883-84. 


(Vol. VIT., p. 211.) 


REv. JAMES M. TOWNSEND, Sec., Richmond, Ind, 


Home Strength. 1883 1884 Year’s Gain. 
Conferences. ...... 25 41 16 
2,000 2,000 
Itinerant Preachers. . . . 1,832 2,540 708 
6 6 391,044 391,044 
...... . 158,314 48,314 
Church Property. . .. . $3,286,000 $3,836,705,57 $550,705 
Missionary Income. . . . 13,644.56 10,443.83 3,200.7 3 less. 
For. Missionary Income, . . 4,357.15 6,567.72 2,210.57 more, 
Property in For. Missions . 2,000 9,500.00 7,500.00 ‘** 
Foreign Force and Results. 
I 27 26 
Women Workers. ....... 4 4 
Native Teachers and Helpers. . . 6 8 2 

130 700 570 


The very great advance, in some of the above items, results 
‘more from corrections than from the year’s progress. Evidently 
the number of conferences and preachers were not correctly given. 
in previous Statistics, and so of several other items. : 
The official statistics sent us seem much more distinct and defi- 
nite than heretofore, and the work among Am. Indians, as also on 
St. Domingo, is included here for the first time. Among the Am. 
Indians alone, we find reported, 25 missionaries, 600 pupils and 573 
communicants. On St. Domingo, one missionary, Rev. Mr. Ast- 
wood, one church, of 50 communicants and Ioo S. S. Scholars. 
On the Island of Hayti is Rev. C. W. and Mrs. Mossell, one church 
of 65 communicants and 300 S.S. Scholars. To this Mission, at 
Port-au-Prince, has recently been sent an iron church, large enough 
to seat 400, and costing some $4,081 ; the lot for it costing $1,400 
more. Of the entire expense of these two Missions (Hayti and St. 
Domingo) $6,507 were collected there on the ground; showing 
some manly efforts at self-support. Two young graduates, of Wil- 
berforce University, have been recently sent to reinforce this Hayti 
Mission, and the purpose is announced to begin a new Mission in 
Africa. Bishop Shorter, President of the Board, well says: 


ws 


“The African field makes strong demands upon us. In the language of Bishop 
Payne, we hear a thousand circumstances cry, ‘Onto the Congo.’ We agreed in our 
late General Conference to establish an African Fund and to this end several hundred 
dollars were subscribed. We shall be most sincerely glad to receive the greater part of 
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that this year. The fields are already white unto harvest and the laborers are ready to 
go, but where is the money?” 


The union between this church and the British M. E. Church, 
of Canada, has been consummated, and we shall look to see their 
Foreign Missions and work hereafter consolidated. 


‘‘The colored Methodists, of Canada, were connected with their brethren in the 
United States until 1856, when they withdrew on account of slavery and organized the 
B. M. E. Church, Slavery being no longer a live issue, there remained no substan- 
tial reason why they should longer continue separate. The united Church has ten 
bishops, seven general departments and officers, forty-five annual conferences, 2,600 
ministers, 4,000 organizations, 2,800 churches, 9,800 local preachers, and about 500,000 
members. They have also the following institutions of learning: Wilberforce Uni- 
versity, Paul Quinn College, Ward Normal Institute and Payne Iustitute.’’ 


XXVII. Arrican M. E. Zion CHuRCH. 
(Vol. VII., 212.) 


ilome Strength. 1883 1884 Year's Gain. 
Itinerant Preachers . .... 2,000 2,000 
Church Property. . . . . . . $14,000,00 14,000,000 ve) 


This church claims some 200 foreign members in Liberia, 


Africa, but we have gained no details of progress the past year, either 
at home or abroad. 


XXVIII. Cotorep M. E. CuHurcu. 


(Vol. VII., p. 212.) 


Home Strength. 1833 1884 Year's Growth. 
4 4 
Conferences ........ 14 14 oO 
Itinerant Preachers... .. . 1,000 1,040 40 
Members. .- ..... . 145,000 145,000 


We fear the claim of membership, accorded to this church 


last year, was excessive. We gain no evidence of growth at home, 
or of work abroad. 
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XXIX. Union Am. M. E. CuHurcu. 
(Vol. VII., p. 213.) 


REv. EDWARD WILLIAMS, Sec., Wilmington, Del. 


Home Strength. 1883 1884 

5 

Itinerant Preachers. ..... 112 


XXX. EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION. 
(Vol. VII., p. 113.) 
REv. S. L. Wrist, Sec,, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Home Strength. 1883 1884 
Annual Conferences. . .... . 22 23 
Itinerant Preachers. ...... 958 994 
Local 6 619 621 
Charen $4,085,088 $4,465,798 
Mission Income, Home and For.. _111,566.45 115,767.74 

Balance in Treasury. . . ... 11,363.05 14,720.76 
Expended in Japan. ...... 7,715.97 17,138.82 
Foreign Force and Results. 
Ordained Missionaries. . ... . 2 3 
4 6 
Native Preachers. ........ . 3 

Local Preachers... . I I 
Applicants for License. . .. . 4 4 
Native Members. ....... . 146 207 

Yens 43.84 Yens 93.49 
Mission Property. ....... $5,000 . $8,000 
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Year's Growth. 


Year's Gain. 


In the above the workers and converts in Japan only are includ- 
ed. In the Germanand Swiss Missions of this church are .8,489 
communicants, and these must be included to place its foreign work 
on the same footing with other churches reporting European con- 
verts. The workers of the church in Japan have much reason to ex- 
press “‘ devout gratitude and thanksgiving to God.” Their net gain 
in converts the past year has been at the rate of 41.78 per cent. © 
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XXXI. UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST. 
(Vol. VIL., p. 215.) 
Rev. D. K. FLICKINGER, Cor. Sec., Dayton, Ohio. 


Home Strength. 1883 1884 Year’s Gain. 


Itinerant Ministers. ....... 1,246 1,336 ere) 

« 66 6 660 160,828 166,323 5,495 
165,220 167,645 2,425 
Church Property. . .... . . $3,256,333 $3,276,759 19,926 
Expended in Germany and Africa. 14,614.56 40,144.35 25,529.79 
Raised in the Missions. . .... 106,570.69 110,478.98 3,908.29 
Property in the Missions,. .... 15,000.00 (estimate) 20,000 5,000 


Foreign Force and Work, 


Ordained Americans. . .... . 5 7 2 
4 7 3 
Natives Ordained. . ....... 20 20 re) 
Helpers and Teachers. .. 27 (27 
371 428 57 


Secretary Flickinger is in Africa again, for his eighth visit, 
and sends cheering reports of progress. 

Two Missionaries, Bros. Lesher and Sage, with their wives, 
were sent to reinforce this missionin Africa last year. 250 villages 
and more than 15,000 people in it are now reached with the Gospel. 
In the mission in Germany are reported 11 Missionaries and 600 
members. 


XXXII. METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 
(Vol. VII., p. 216.) 
REv. F. T. Taco, Cor. Sec., 1236 31st St., W., Washington, D. C. 


Home Strength. 18383 1884 Year's Gain. 


Annual Conferences. . .. . 48 48 
1,800 1,850 50 
Itinerant Ministers. . ... 1,400 1,400 
Unstationed Ministers. . . . 978 978 
Communicants. ...... 121,853 125,000 3,147 
100,000 
Church Property. . . . . . $2,988,491 $3,020,000 $31,510 
Missionary Income. . . . . 7,475.50 5595-82 1,876.68 less. 
Foreign Missionary Income . 2,557-43 2,943.58 386.15 more. 
Foreign Force and Work. 
Men, Ordained . 
Native Teachers. ..... 
Scholars . 
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We see it stated that Bro. Klein “has organized a Sunday 
School and baptized several converts ” in Japan, but the number of 
scholars and converts is not mentioned. 

Miss H. G. Britton, who has been the chief worker in this 
Mission since its origin, has resigned her connection; and the 
workers now in it are Rev. and Mrs. Frederick C. Klein and Misses 
Hattie E. Crittendon and Margaret Brown, who went from sdrian, 
Mich., the past year. 

The carefully prepared MWethcdist Protestant Year Book, by Rev. 
Horace G. Cowan, is of much value for its statistics, and is gotten 
up with much care and good taste. 


XXXII. AMERICAN WESLEYAN METHODISTs. 


(Vol. VII., p. 217.) 
Rev. D. S. KINNEy, Agent, Syracuse, N, Y. 


Home Strength. 1883 1884 Year's Gain. 
Itinerant Preachers. .... . 280 
14,002 
Church Property. ...... $350,000 


The organ of this church, the Methodist Wesleyan, occasionally 
speaks of Foreign Missions as if a purpose were ripening to begin 
in some foreign field. Ina recent number it says: 


‘‘In addition to the increase above indicated for Home Missions, not a few of our 
people are deeply impressed that the time is at hand when we should commence foreign 
mission work among the heathen, thus obeying the command, ‘ Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature.’ We commend a careful examination into the 
_ feasibility of at once raising means and opening mission posts where they have not 
heard of Jesus, and his wondrous power to save. 

“Let us, as a people, give ourselves, as never before, to real primitive Scriptural 
missionary endeavor.”’ 


XXXIV. FREE METHODISTS. 
(Vol. VII., p. 217.) 
REv. C. B. EBEy, Cor. Sec., 207 Walnut St., Chicago, Ill. 


Home Strength. 1883 1884 Year's Gain. 
Annual Conferences. .... 19 Ig 
Travelling Preachers. . .. 453 453 ° 

Local Preachers. .... . 372 372 

Members. . .... « 12,642 13,000 358 
Probationers.. ....... 2,037 2,037 | 


Foreign Misson Income. . $2,302.05 2,302.71 0.66 


| 
° 
| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

‘ 

. 


244 The Missionary Review. [May, 


Members of this church have contributed more or less to sup- 
ort Miss Eunice Knapp in Philippopolis and also Rev. and Mrs. 
ard at Burhanpur, India. 

The leaders of the church also have resolved to begin work in 
Africa; Rev. and Mrs. Shemeld are on the way and another broth- 
er expects soon to sail. For this African Mission we notice $2,- 
302.71 have already been contributed, and we have good courage 
to expect Bro. Ebey will hereafter send us full details of all collec- 
tions and work for the heathen on the part of this church. 


XXXV. PRIMITIVE METHODISTS. 
(Vol. VII., p. 218.) 
Rev. W. H. YARROw, Hazleton, Pa. and Rev. W. JAcKA, Plankinton, Dakota. 


Home Strength. 1884 Year's Gain. 

Itinerant Preachers. ..... 196 No returns 

Mission Income. , ..... . $667.12 


XXXVI. INDEPENDENT METHODISTS. 
(Vol. VIL., p. 218.) 


Home Strength. 


Ministers. ......... 24 No returns. 
Members. ........ 12,550 | 


The quickening to life of several of these smaller branches of 
the churches encourages the hope that those still slumbering, 
with not life enough even to report home strength, may yet rally 
and become active again. We much dislike to drop any of those 
on our list, but must do so if their leaders fail to send us annual 


reports. 
XXXVII. MErHopIst CHURCH OF CANADA. 
(Vol. VII., p. 218.) 
REv. A. SUTHERLAND, D. D., Sec., Toronto, Ont. 

Home Strength. 1883 1884 Year's Gain. 
Conferences. . ..... 6 7 I 
Itinerant Ministers. . . - 1,216 1,216 
Local Ministers. . ... . 1,338 1,338 
Home and For. Mis. Income. $168,000 $160,000 $8,000 less. 


For, Mis. Expenditure. . . $ 49,952 
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Foreign Force and Work. Indian, French, For. 
Missionaries Ordained. .. 50 0629+ 10+ 16> 55 5 more 
Native Ministers. ... . 17 164+ I= 17 
II o-+ O= II o 
4,418 3,691 + 270+ 913= 4,874 456 « 
Home Missionaries... .. 350 369 Ig “ 
«Miss. Members. .. 30,149 30,149 O 


No returns of the Home Strength of this church have reached 
us since last year. The increase in Foreign Missionaries, and in 
native commiunicants in.the missions is noteworthy. The strictly 
Foreign Missions are in Yapan and Bermuda—1i2 missionaries in 
Japan and 4 in Bermuda, the native members being 377 in Japan 
and 536 in Bermuda. We reckon the work among the Am. In- 
dians and French Catholics as Foreign to bring the work of this 


church on the same platform with the Presbyterian and other 
churches. 


XXXVIIL. M. E. oF CANADA. 


(Vol. VIL., p. 219.) 
REv. W. PERRITTE, Sec., Hamilton, Ont. 


Home Strength. 1883 | 1884 Year's Gain. 

Itinerant Preachers .... . 259 No Returns. 

Members, . . . 26,594 
S.S.Scholars........ 24,017 

Church Property ...... $1,392,160 

Mission Income ...... 19,799.53 

24 

55332 


XXXIX. PRIMITIVE METHODISTS OF CANADA. 
(Vol. VIL., p. 219.) 
REv. W. BEE, Sec., Toronto, Ont. 


XL. BIBLE CHRISTIANS OF CANADA. 
(Vol. VII., p. 219.) 
Rev. L. T. CouRTICE, Sec., Cobourg, Ont. 


The latest statistics we have of these last two churches may 
be seen on p. 219 of Vol. VII, as above. 

These four branches of the Methodist Church of Canada have 
happily united in organic union, constituting one church of some 
1,633 Ministers and 169,803 members; much to their own mutual 


happiness, growth and effective christian work, we trust, in all de- 
partments of Christ’s service. 
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Ni XII, INDEPENDENT FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


(See Vol. VII., p 52-55.) 


—— 


Miss ANSTEY AND Miss REapE.—lIn our last notice of these 


i women and their work in Colar, India, Miss Anstey had 350 
| orphans under teaching, whose support in 1881 and 1882 had in- 
yi volved an expense of Rs. 25,820 of which Miss Anstey had furn- 
I ished Rs. 3,114 from her own resources. Eleven of the orphans 
were baptized on one occasion, and of one. of them it was said “ he 
ag preaches with extraordinary power, holding heathen audiences en- 
tranced.” 

Hi @ In case of Miss Reade’s work some account was given of a 
wee young Brahmanee, Rathinam, hopefully converted, and of the bit- 
Bhp fer persecution to which she was subjected. 

Dt ae Later, Miss Reade gives some account of a young Brahman 
lad, Sublia’ Erow, who listened to her teaching, believed in Christ 
a and was baptized by the name of Samuel. Of him she writes: 

t | it “ ** He was most whole-hearted, and renounced Brahmanism and everything con- 
| : i ie : nected with it; his sacred Brahman string he gave upin the water. Such a shrinking, 
| | ii Hg too, does he seem to have from anything connected with Brahmanism, that he will not 
| ih i even retain the appellative of Erow, which all do with other titles of the same kind, 
Bi. Ha i | together with in many cases their old heathen names, We had the joy of the sym- 
| ' "i mie pathy and presence of kind friends of this place and from Coonoor, who cheered and 
| i aia encouraged us by their presence. Samuel is fully of age, being sixteen, and is very 
| i] Ht 4 | fairly educated, but my greatest desire is that he should be thoroughly trained for Mission 
| | hi th ‘ work, so as to become a native pastor. If only any one were moved to pay the ex- 

aes penses, I feel it would be an zmestimadle boon if he could receive an English training. 

: i | Ny From the instances I have met it seems to give an energy, spirit, moral status and in- 

: a i) fluence, that o training out here can give. I have thought longingly of Mr. Spurgeon’s 

ee College. I am sure he is one who would amply repay any expense laid out on him. 

, | i He is so happy, and has shown such decision and whole-heartedness in everything. To- 

|| 1atg day (Monday) has been a very trying and anxious day, several relays of Brahmans, in- 

a a | cluding his uncle, little brother, and one or two relatives, having been to see him. 

I La i ‘* Warned by the case of poor Rathinam—who was carried off by physical force, 
| \ ni ty and we fear cruelly ill-treated—I took the precaution of applying for police protection, 
a he i which Colonel C at once afforded, so there was no disturbance, but they seem to be 
| 24 f -contriving all manner of devices. A complaint was lodged against me yesterday at the 
q , 9 police station, but the boy being of age it is no case, I was told by an official to-day, 
We WG that they are going to try and have a civil suit against me on the ground of Hindu law, 
i) i under which eighteen is the age of majority. It certainly seems strange if two ages, 
i | fourteen and eighteen, are both recognized. Samuel spoke very bravely to them all, 
th ie saying that it was of his own free will that he had become a Christian ; and when one 
Ht 1 -of the Brahmans in his uncle’s presence asked why he had done so, he replied, ‘ For 
| | Bel, my soul’s salvation.’ On which they exclaimed, ‘ Why, cannot you get your soul saved 
| : a. ‘with us?’ He answered, ‘ No, all that Brahmans do, their works and ceremonies, are 
foolishness,’ 
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‘¢ Seeing that he is under protection, they are resorting to cunning ways of entrap- 
ping him. To-day, one party expressed the greatest desire to hear and to learn more of 
the one thing needful, and begged me to come and preach in their street ; a trick which 
they hope will afford an opportunity of seizing him. Yesterday afternoon his greatest 
friend,a dear young lad named Janibram Naidn, the son of a high native police official, 
came. He asked in rather an agitated manner, ‘ Is Sublia Erow here?’ Yes, I replied, 
when almost immediately a number of other lads came. After they left he came to me 
and said, ‘Do let me see Sublia Erow.’ I replied I will tell him you wish to see hjm ; 
and I advised him to come; they both sat down together on a bench and talked, and it 
was touching to see the two young friends leaning over the Bible together, while Samuel 
showed him the portion from which he had chosen his name, To our great surprise 
the latter told us that his friend had strengthened him much, having urged him to be 
sure if any one came to question him, to declare that he had become a Christian of his 
own accord, and that no one had forced him.’’ 


Further efforts were made by the lad’s friends to get him in 
their power, and Miss Reade was summoned to bring him into 
court, but the trial of the case had not ended when she wrote. The 
latest accounts of Ratthinam report her still alive, but in the power 
of her relatives and ‘treated as a widow. WHer case had excited 
much hostile feeling against Miss Reade, so much so that some 
Hindu mothers locked up their daughters when Miss Reade visited 
their villages. Not all, however, were so hostile, for she writes : 


“A man was refusing me entrance to their village, when a woman ran out and 
greeting me warmly, took me by the hand right into one of the court-yards, brought me 
a seat, and then introduced me to the women who collected, as the lady of Punrooty, 
who had cured her little girl of an ailment some years before. It was so delightful to 
me to think of work at that dear old spot, being the means of opening doors to me in 


places so far away. Many Mohammedans came to receive Scriptures and spoke with 


2. GHAZIPUR MISSION. 


Of the origin and work of this Mission we gave a somewhat 
full account in our Vol. VII., p. 133-135. We do not forget 
our good German friend, though we should not call it /xdependent, 
because its founder, dear old father Ziemann, had been sent to India 
by papa Gossner, and yet when Mr. Ziemann founded this Mission 
he seems to have been receiving no support from the Gossner So- 
ciety,and, so far as we can learn, his successors in the Mission receive 
none. [wo men, Messrs. H. Lorbeer and E. Petrick, are the present 
workers and report 26 baptisms during the year (1883-4). The 
native christians are nearly all cultivators of the soil, earning their 
own support, and some of them show their stable interest in the 
Christian Church and its ordinances by walking six to eight miles 
to Sabbath services. An instance is mentioned in this report in 
which a man, whose wife and children had been baptized, sued the 
catechist for having persuaded his wife to become a christian. The 


case was dismissed by the court, and the man is now asking baptism 
himself. 
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The whole number baptized in this Mission from the first is 
998; though the present number of communicants is not given. 
Total expenditure in 1883-4, Rs. 12,850. 


3. Mr. C. C. JEREMIASSEN’s MISSION. 


The head quarters of this Mission are at Hoz-how, on the is- 
land of Hainan, China. Mr. J. is a christian layman, long in the 
service of the Maritime Customs of the Chinese government, but 
who has left that service and gained some knowledge of medicine, 
in order to give himself to this christian work. 

In our last Vol. p. 135, we gave Mr. J.’s account of his interest- 
ing tour of exploration, in company with Rev. Mr. Henry, among 
the aborigines of the central and mountainous regions of this large 
island. This tour was made some three years ago, and the kindly 
manner in which the Missionaries were met by the people of Hainan 
seems to have been a pleasant surprise. Mr. Henry writes: “I 
can say with emphasis that the whole country, coast, interior, moun- 
tain and plain, seems fully open to christian work.’ ‘ Our favorable 
veceplion 1s assured. In ten years of mission work extending over 
the greater part of the province of Canton, I have never met with 
as much civility, friendliness and genuine hospitality, as among 
these people.” 

The island, in its greatest length, is 150 miles long, and about 
100 miles wide in itsextreme width. The northern half abounds 
in broad plains, with portions of gently rolling surface, while the 
middle and southern regions are mountainous, the summits rising 
4,000, 6,000, and some even 7,000 feet above sea-level. The soil is 
rich, and in some parts of the island gold, copper and magnetic ore 
abound. The climate is agreeable and healthy, being modified by 
the strong and constant sea breeze. 

The Chinese portion of the population mostly occupying the 
coasts and plains, is estimated at about 1,000,000. The Les, or 
aborigines, divided into numerous tribes under independent chiefs, 
have maintained their independence for more than 2,000 years 
against Chinese aggressions, retaining their original dress and cus- 
toms quite different from the Chinese, though driven back, by the 
Chinese invaders, into the interior and southern portions of the 
island. They are very numcrous, showing no tendency to decline 
in numbers or force of character; though no census of their popu- 
lation has ever been attempted. Rev. Mr. Henry says of them: 
“Although possessed of many of the usual characteristics of sav- 
ages, they are truly a fine race, both in physique and disposition. 
We found them invariably kind, hospitable, and glad to have us 
come among them. Invitations came from several important vil- 
lages to open schools among them.” 
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The Chinese or Hainanese dialect is spoken and understood by 
both Chinese and Les over the whole island. Mr. Jeremiassen is 
the only one engaged in this great work. Some time since he 
wrote: ‘‘ My hands are more than full. [am seeing patients from 9 
A.M. until almost dark,and am obliged to send away many every day 
unaided. During the last fortnight I have daily prescribed for over 
100 patients, performing many operations. ‘There is a fine oppor- 
tunity to speak to the people while they are waiting for the medi- 
cine, but there is no one to speak. I generally hold a short ser- 
vice of preaching and prayer before beginning work.” 

Later accounts from Mr. J. report ten applicants for baptism, 


and the outlook for a large and blessed work for Christ and souls is 
most hopeful. 


3. @ SHAMAKHU BARON SERGIS. 


An independent christian work has been prosecuted for some 
years in this place and the surrounding region. It seems to have 
originated on this wise. In 1838 the Basle Missionary Society 
sent missionaries who traveled through the Trans Caucasus with a 
view to establish a permanent mission. On coming to Shamakhu 
they found here Baron Sergis Hampartsumoff, who, already some- 
what enlightened in Gospel truth, gained further and clearer views 
from these Missionaries. Before their arrival Baron Sergis had ob- 
tained a Gospel, and been much enlightened and impressed by it. 
He then went to Kara Bagh and studied a year with the mission- | 
aries. After that he went to the shores of the Baltic where he 
learned the German language, and went through a course of study. 
He then returned and has ever since preached in Shamakhu. He 
is a live and earnest christian, and the Lord has greatly blessed his 
work, till he has now the largest protestant church in the Caucasus. 

The first seven years of this work were years of bitter opposi- 
tion. It was with great difficulty they could assemble for prayer 
and praise. They always worshipped in the open plain or in secret 
places, but even there their enemies found and persecuted them. 
The government officials were ever hunting up those who prayed, 
to punish them. Often when assembled in the fields they kept on 
their hats from fear, because if seen with their heads uncovered, 
they would at once be known and arrested. 

These items are gathered from an extract of a letter written by 
Baron Krakor of Shamakhu, but reach us in a letter from Mrs. L. 


C. Van Hook, addressed to Rev. Dr. Pierson, and kindly sent to us 
by him. Mrs. Van Hook writes: 


‘* It is said that the conversion of Vartabed (scribe or teacher) Sergis was the only 
fruit the Basle Missionaries saw of their work in the Trans Caucasus, and the mission was 
given up because so unsuccessful. He has devoted his life to the promulgation of the 
Gospel, but I think is not an ordained Minister, 
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‘‘Tn traveling through the Caucasus now in almost every village a group of from two 
or three to ten or a dozen are found studying the New Testament in the modern tongue, 
(The O. T. is not yet translated into the Ararat Armenian.) Upon asking how they 
came to direct their attention to this study, they will almost invariably reply that they 
were traveling toward the Caspian and met Vartabed Sergis who interested them in the 
matter. These investigators of the truth, are not all converted men, but the Armenians 
are a people of so much character and intelligence, they cannot study the Bible long 
without having their eyes opened to the errors of the old church and they form a large 
protestant body, using the word in its original sense, and in some places as at Shamakhu, 
the old church has been entirely broken up and tine protestant church there called Bar, 
on Kreker from Tabriz, pay him a good salary and an allowance for traveling two 
months of the year as an evangelist. The whole country is not only penetrated with 
Gospel truth, but the work where organized is self-supporting and not under the care 
or direction of any foreign society. While this is a wonderful work when viewed by 
itself, still it is but the beginning of what the Gospel has to do in the Caucasus.”’ 


We shall be very glad to be kept informed of the progress of 
this interesting work. It seems to have in it the true elements of 
vitality and permanent growth. 


XIII. FIELD NOTES. 


‘¢ ECHOES.—THE MISSIONARY REVIEW is one of the most admirably conducted 
journals of the kind which we have ever seen. If more of our church members would 
subscribe for missionary periodicals, those interested in collecting money for Missions 
would have all the funds they could use. We commend this REVIEW and recommend it.” 
— The Illustrator of the International S. S. Lessons. 


““We have received Nos, 1 and 2of the MISSIONARY REVIEW forthe present year. This 
bi-monthly publication, edited by R. G. Wilder, Princeton, N. J., will specially commend 
itself to that increasing class of Christians who really desire to get a clear comprehension 
of the evangelical missionary work of the world. There is evidence on every page, that 
the editor has a distinct purpose to furnish, in its successive numbers, the latest and most 
satisfactory information in regard to fields already open, and to those into which the 
heralds of the Gospel are pressing, Those that are most fully aware of the labor at 
tending the gathering of missionary statistics, the geography and topography of Mission 
fields, and the characteristics of the nations and tribes to be reached, will be most ready to 
estimate the true value of what the editor is achieving. To pastors that wish to lead 
their churches to a deep and permanent interest in missionary work, the REVIEW will be 
invaluable, if not indispensable.” —Vazional Baptist. 


SAMPLE CopriEs DISCONTINUED —Considerate readers will have 
noticed that our annual review of Missions and Mission Boards runs 
through the entire volume, a part in each number. A simg/e num- 
ber, therefore, gives but an imperfect idea ofthe REviEw, besides 
rendering all the remaining numbers of the broken volume nearly 
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or quite useless. We find also that our subscribers have so largely 
increased this year, that not a back volume of the first szx remains 


in store, and only twelve volumes of 1884 (VII). We have there- 


fore decided to send no more sample copies, except in case of friends 
who send money desiring us to post its equivalent in samples to 
certain names and addresses given by them, or, as sometimes, leav- 
ing the choice of persons to us. 

There has evidently been a purpose on the part of such 
friends to accomplish a two fold kindness—one to us and another 
to those receiving the samples. We have received gifts for this 
purpose from many kind friends, varying in amount from $1 to $50, 
and we would have them know that we value their help in this 
way most highly. In every such case, for every dollar received, we 
have sent six samples to the person mentioned, or according to our 
own choice and judgment when it was left to us. Such help will 
continue to be much valued whenever sent, and the samples will be 
promptly posted. Such samples never break a volume, as each 
dollar sends its six numbers to six different persons. If non-sub- 
scribing readers will note this change of usage it will save corres- 
pondence. 


Rev. Grorce Mutier’s Work.—This faith work continues 
in full force. Since 1834, there has come into the hands of Mr. 
Muller, “simply as the result of prayer and faith,” as he himself 


states it, $5,063,850; 95,143 children and adults to educate and 


train, of whom 5,947 are pupils at the present time; 189,359 
Bibles, 647,775 New Testaments, 20,275 Psalms, and 205,084 other 
portions of scripture have been put in circulation, as also 80,219,- 
334 tracts and pamphlets. From the first, missionaries have been 
helped in their work, to the extent, in all, of $983,165. Of orphans 
educated the total number is about 6,895, and the five large build- 
ings for their accommodation have cost $575,000. Of spiritual re- 
sults Mr. Muller says: ‘‘ We have the fullest reason to believe 
that tens of thousands of souls have been blessed, but the day of the 
Lord alone will fully make manifest all the good accomplished.” 
The converts of the past year are reported to have been III. 

/s this work an outcome of no higher and more effective faith in 
God than that of a man who goes to some christian work on a fixed 
and regular salary ? Can our good Bro. Smith of the Gospel ix all 
Lands demonstrate this so clearly as to make it plain to all minds? 


SLANDEROUS ATTACKS ON Missions.—Dr. Warneck has done 


good service in meeting so conclusively the virulent slanders lately 


published in the College Gazeiéte, furnished by one of its reporters. 
Such direct and positive proof of the fabrication and falsity of many 
of the charges against missions in South and East Africa, proof de- 
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rived, too, from the very authority on which the reporter based his 
calumnies—should make editors, of any self-respect, more cautious 
in publishing such attacks. 


Cost OF ADMINISTRATION.—We havea warm Love-Joken from 
Brooklyn, N. Y., calling in question our mode of computing per 
centage of this cost. We hope to find room for it in our next issue. 


** SELF-SUPPORT.—The problem of self-support is the one now confronting our 
missionary Boards, Foreign, Home and Freedmen. To meet and solve this wisely is 
not easy, but it cannot be avoided. New fields are opening. The funds contributed 
are necessarily limited, and the sooner any church able to support itself begins to do so 
the better is it for itself as well as for the whole work of evangelization.” 


DECREASE OF NATIVE POPULATION.—Are the native people of the 
Hawauan Islands to become extinct? They are 4,000 less in num- 
ber now than six years ago. 


Dr. MACKAY’s WoRK IN NORTHERN FORMOSA.—The Gospel in China says: 
‘* This work has come to an entire standstill, so far as the missionaries are concerned. 
They have been forced to leave the island, and are now in Hong-Kong. The anti- 
foreign spirit has had full sway, and the result has been persecution of native christians 
even to the death in some cases; robbing and pillage of their goods, and wild and wanton 
destruction of their chapels .. . Surely their case calls for special sympathy and prayer.” 


Bishop Taytor.—Miss Mary Sharp, from Monrovia, West 
Africa, writes: 


‘Bishop Taylor arrived on January 22nd, after dark, He has preached twice a 
day every week day, every afternoon at Krootown to a native audience. We are having 
a wonderful work of grace there. Yesterday a powerfully built man said: ‘ Last night 
I began to pray. Me say Lord Jesus, me don’t know you. I have stood about you and 
I come to you. Now me beg you to save me,’ In the church at Monrovia the altar ts 
crowded with seekers for pardon and seekers for holy hearts. Yesterday, the 2gth, 
Conference convened. All the members were present but two. The Bishop presided. 
After the session he dined hurriedly and then went down to Krootown to my bamboo 
church. On the way back he met some one pressing him to go and help another into 
the light. Then he preached again until 10 o’clock at the church in Monrovia. The 
fever will have no chance at him with such prodigious work. God is with us. Glory to 
his name!”’ 


After a month in Liberia Bishop Taylor wrote : 


«The water is good, the climate salubrious and equable, the people seem in good 
health, in moderate circumstances, but dress well, and present a good appearance. | 
enjoy this climate, eat well, sleep well, work hard, and keep close to Jesus. I have 
great cause of gratitude to God, and no disposition to be dissatisfied with God or man.” 


He was to leave in a day or two (Feb. 22) for St. Paul de 
Loanda, to meet his band of missionaries with their families from 
New York, via Liverpool. 
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“He that watereth shall be watered also himself.” —Prov. xi., 25. 


Mr. Epitor:—Please allow me to second the motion of the Michigan Confer- 
ence in favor of establishing a foreign Mission. For several years my mind has been 
much exercised upon this question, so much so, that I read with deep interest reports 
from foreign mission fields. I have, to some extent, contributed with other denomi- 
nations for foreign Missions, so as to ease my conscience, and to be in harmony with 
such statements found in God’s book, as the following: ‘He hath dispersed abroad; 
his righteousness remaineth forever.’ I know that some of our people will say, that we 
have plenty of heathen at home, and more home interest than we can well sustain. 
Very true, but I believe if we disburse abroad, that we shall have greater prosperity at - 


home. The fact is, we are undeveloped in benevolence. 
H. T. BEssE. 


We find the above in the American Wesleyan (now Wesleyan | 
Methodist) and quote it to express our accordant conviction. Bro. 
Besse and the Michigan conference are entirely right in the view ik 
that for growth and effectiveness at home, no other measure would 
avail so much’‘as a strong, earnest and well-sustained Mission 
among the heathen. 


Morrat’s ALBuM—On returning to England, after 54 years of 
mission work in South Africa, Dr. Robert Moffat, being asked to 
write in an album, wrote impromptu: 


‘‘Mine Album is the savage breast, | 
Where darkness broods and tempests rest 
Without one ray of light; 

To write the name of Jesus there, 

And point to worlds all bright and fair, 
And see the savage bow in prayer, 

Is my supreme delight,’’ 


NoRWAY.—“ The people of Norway are very well educated. There is in operation | if 
the system of Board Schools, and attendance is compulsory. The children are in- 
structed in the doctrines of the Lutheran church, and are required to pass examination 
in religious knowledge. ‘They are then presented for confirmation, and are received at | i, 
their first communion; and until then no boy or girl is considered fit to take a situation, 
or to enter in any engagement for life.”’"—Rev. William Orton in General Baptist Maga- 
Zine. 


CONGREGATIONAL CHuRCH PoLity.—A Baptist Association in 
England recently resolved to form an “Association Board.” 


1. ** To give advice to churches in the choice of pastors ;’’ making the said Board’s 
advice and approval essential to settlement, | 
| 


eo wo 


2. “To arbitrate in cases of grave dispute between churches and their minister, and 

e in cases of serious division amongst the members of churches . . . Churches or ministers 

1 having appealed to the Board, and declining to act on its decision, shall be considered to 
have withdrawn from the Association.”’ 
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Is not this attempt to tone up the congregational polity a move 
in the right direction ? 


ENDOWMENTS FOR Mission SECRETARIES.—A fresh appeal is 
being made, to wealthy men, for such endowments. We are glad 
to see the following utterance on the subject in the /nudependent, 
viz: 


‘It is a serious question whether one generation should pile up endowments so that 
the next generation will find it less expensive to support the Gospel. The Congre- 
gational Council has indorsed the idea of spending a hundred thousand dollars or two 
to endow some secretaryships. It seems to us that it is a great deal better investment of 
such a sum of money to put it all into immediate use for church work where needed so 
much for immediate evangelization. It seems to us better economy and better honesty 
to let the reasonable expense of management be fairly seen and paid, and not to be 
ashamed of it.”’ 


The investing of money in endowments, for any purpose, by a 
Mission Board, judged from a purely business stand-point, is plac- 
ing it at three to seven per cent. interest, and at the risk of loss from 
the elements of nature and of human depravity ; while its immedi- 
ate use in Mission work, precludes all risk and brings interest at 
100 to 1,000 per cent. 

Besides, cannot secretaries trust God for support, as well as the 
missionaries? If not, where is their faith in God, and their fitness 
for this sacred work? 

And if christian men and churches regard the secretaries, 
abiding in their pleasant homes in Christendom, as so much less 
self-sacrificing than the missionaries, who leave native land, home, 
friends, and oftentimes their own children, to dwell among the heathen 
in “the dark places of the earth full of the habitations of cruelty,” 
that the secretaries in Christendom must not only have a salary, 
three to five times that of the missionary, but must have his salary 
made sure by such endowments, while the missionary’s smaller 
salary may be left dependent on voluntary offerings; what will be 
the effect on our foreign missionaries bearing the burden and heat 
of the day among the heathen, and what the effect on the young 
men and women of our churches who are needed in twenty-fold 
numbers among the heathen if the latter are ever to be evangelized ? 

We submit to all thoughtful, prayerful christians, that every 
such existing endowment is a reproach to the faith and piety of 
the church, and especially so to those who so speak and preach, 
and write as to lead good men to give, or increase, such endow- 
ments. Any proper estimate of the value of perishing souls brands 
all such endowments as wrong in the sight of God. A thousand 
millions unevangelized cry out against such endowments, as really 
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and piteously as the wretched state of a tattered, shivering, fellow 
mortal cries out against the passing miser who refuses bread and. 
leaves him to perish. 


Opium IN TAnHITI.—In a population of 6,820 natives of Tahiti. 
and the Society Group, 982 natives of other Pacific islands, 1,343 
Europeans of different nationalities, and 406 Chinese, total 9,551, 
the use of Opium is so increasing that a Frenchman has paid the 
government $15,000 for the monopoly of its sale one year. 


TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION.— The foreign missionar- 
ies of the Baptist Missionary Union are feeling keenly the injustice 
of being held amenable to the arbitrary rule of this Union’s Execu- 
tive Officers while permitted to have no voice or vote in its Councils 
or the election of-its officers. Its Telugu Missionaries say: ‘“ We 
respectfully and earnestly express the opinion that there should be some 
constttuttonal provision whereby missionaries can have a voice and vote 
in the Council of the Board of Managers and of the Executive Com- 
mittee, through representatives chosen by themsclves.”’ 

The Ongole Missionaries ask: That the constitution of the 
Union be so amended that your missionary brethren may have the same 
voice and vote in directing and shaping the policy of the Missionary 
Union which their brethren at home possess.” | 

The Baptist Missionaries in Burma unite in the same petition ; 
and who can fail to see and feel the justice and wisdom of this re- 
quest? Why should a2 few Union Secretaries in christendom exer- 
cise absolute authority over scores or hundreds of their brethren 
in the mission, utterly disregardful of the views and convictions of 
the Missionaries, who, from their position and experience, under- 
stand the work and the proper means and measures for accom- 
plishing it, far better than the home officers can possibly under- 
stand them? 

This arbitrary and obstructive authority exercised by Mission 
Secretaries, has reached its climax in case of the Presbyterian Secre- 
taries and their missions in North India; where the Missionar- 
ies, almost to a man, have united in remonstrance against the Sec- 
retaries for reversing the action of a church court, and where the 


Secretaries have stubbornly persisted, and have actually destroyed 
the said court. 


SEEKING Sort PLaces.—-We were recently pained at hearing 
ayoung brother, about to leave for a foreign mission field, affirm 
that if he did not find things as he desired them to be he should not 
Stay. It is because things among the heathen are not as we desire 
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them, that Missionaries are needed among them. And whether the 
undesirable things in a mission field are caused by the brethren or 
by others, it is the part of the Missionary to feel that he goes to 
make rough places smooth, to change things for the better, to “en- 
dure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ;” and the brother 
who does not go with this understanding is not fit to go at all. 
Foreign Missions is no work in which to look for a “soft place.”’ 

Bro. Whorton recently told us (p. 352 of Vol. VII.) of mis- 
sionaries in India who are having “ providential leadings,” gener- 
ally leading them to larger salaries and softer nests. All such 
should prayerfully ponder the views and spirit of dear old Dr. 
Grant, when, in his first discouraging efforts to plant the Nestorian 
Mission, some friends urged him to consider the special hindrances 
and trials, a sufficient reason for giving up the undertaking. In- 
stead of listening to such friends, or seeking a softer nest, his noble 
reply was: “I cannot leave this field till 1 have reasons which I 
can give at the judgment seat where I expect soon to stand.” Or, 
better still, they should consider Him who “ pleased not himself,” 
but “endured the cross ” even to save sinful men. 


AFRICANS SEEKING Gop’s HELP INSTEAD oF Makino Juju.— 
Mr. Fuller of the Cameroons Baptist Mission writes: 


“We have recently had fresh tokens of the good that is being done by the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. The Cameroons people are going up to Beducan to war. This 
tribe has so long kept the river close that the Wuri people have appealed to the people 
here to come and help them. But before leaving they crowded the chapel morning and 
evening to ask guidance, wishing us to pray for them—a thing I have never seen before 


in Cameroons. .. . So, instead of making their Fuju as formerly, they came to ask 
God’s favor and support.”’ 


New Mission.—The Scottish Universities have decided to es- 
tablish a new Mission among the Santals in India, and have ap- 
pointed the Rev. William McFarlane to select the site and begin 
the work. | 

In Zripolz, North Africa, with an area of some 345,000 Square 
miles anda population of 1,200,000 there is no protestant mis- 


sionary. 


Mr. Coillard and party, on route to found a new mission in 
the valley of the Zambesi, Africa, reached Leshoma, within 10 
miles of that river, July 25, 1884. They found the soil fertile, well 


adapted to the culture of cereals and vegetables, and were all in 


good health and spirits. 


Non-Payinc REapErs.—An Exchange paper hits some of his 
dishonest subscribers, and three or four of ours, thus : 
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“That religion which allows a man to read a religious paper [or any other] two or 
three years with great satisfaction, and then refuse to pay for it because he did not order 
it renewed, is worse than that practiced by the heathen. We have a few of that class 
on our list. Let all our readers join us in the prayer that we may be delivered from 
such religion. Wherever the spirit of common honesty is wanting, all pretensions to re- 
ligion are mere mockery,”’ 


JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT, Ps. 89.13.—Much as we rejoice in the 
divine attribute of #zercy, yet mercy at the expense of justice, or in 
conflict with it, turning back deserved judgment, involves demorali- 
zation and direst evils. It is with sincere gratification we learn 
that the three defaulting bankers of Norwich, Ct., have been sen- 
tenced to imprisonment with hard labor. The easy escape of such 
offenders from merited punishment, and their frequent reprieve by 
officials when once condemned, are unmistakable evidence of the 
low standard of integrity and justice in the minds of our public of- 
ficials, tending still farther to demoralize communities and the 
whole nation. 


INCREASING USE OF Opium.—Dr. F. N. Hammond affirms that 
the use of Opium in this country has increased from 20,000 pounds 
in 1840 to 533,452 pounds in 1880, and habitual opium eaters, from 
90,000 in 1868 to more than than 500,000 in 1884. 


THE BIBLE FOR AFGHANISTAN.—An English Missionary, Rev. 
T. J. L. Mayer, at Bannee, is translating the Bible into the Afghan 


language. 


TrutH.—Will win its way. Teach it, trust it, be true and 
loyal to it. 


OOSHOOIA AND THE ARGENTINE SUB-PREFECTURE.—In our last, 
p. 149, we mentioned this new Sub-Prefecture. Among its whole- 
some official regulations we notice with pleasure the following: 
“ Sth, the traffick in spirituous drinks, whether imported or other- 
wise obtained, is probibited under the severest penalties.” All 
honor to Col. Lasserre. 


UNSALARIED MissioNaRIEs.—Mr. C. T. Studd has decided to 
become a missionary in China, at his own charges, at the same 
time giving largely to the Society, in connection with which he 
goes to labor. Mr. J. K. Studd is entering upon mission work in 
East London, The father of these two brothers, some ten years 
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ago came under the influence of the Gospel under Mr. Moody’s 
preaching at Camberwell, England, and at once became thoroughly 
changed from being a sporting gentleman to an earnest worker for 
Christ and souls, and his influence on his sons is seen in this work 
and purpose of their lives; and their example and influence have 
been the leading force in awakening the special interest in missions 
among the young men of Cambridge, some thirty or forty of whom 
have volunteered for foreign missions. 


Too Free Use oF Money In Missions..—Zhe Globe Democrat 
traces the !ack of stamina, energy and force of character in native 
converts and some foreign missionaries to the free use of money at 
their disposal. It says: ‘‘ The mistake is at the bottom of much of 
the backsliding which, to the grief of the missionaries, so often 
follows quickly upon their absence. The system is, in fact, largely 
one of coddling, both of converts and of missionaries. . . The 
missionaries have come to believe themselves the special wards of 
the church, and the converts are catching the same spirit. They 
will retain it as long as the system of petting continues, and until 
missionaries and converts are taught self-reliance.” There is much 
of truth here, but our neighbor needs to know more in detail, that 
very many missionaries go from Christendom to this work among 
the heathen wholly at their own charges, supporting themselves 
and their work; and some native workers are doing the same. 
Unsalaried missionaries may now be reckoned by the hundred, and 
perhaps there has not been proper care to make this fact known. 
And would it not help much in this direction if more of the officers 
of Mission Boards would become unsalaried, or at least reduce 
their salaries to a par with the salaries of their missionaries? A 
salary of $5,000 to a secretary, whose missionaries are allowed only 
$1,080, presents a contrast which must inevitably work harm to 


this cause both in Christendom and in the mission fields abroad. 


FIINDRANCES TO THE WoRLD’s EVANGELIZATION.—The chief 
hindrances to this greatest, noblest, holiest enterprise among men 
are not the superstitions or depravity of the heathen, but the infi- 
delity and mistakes of christians. As the wrong views of Christian 
Ministers, embodied in Dr. Ryeland’s unrighteous rebuke to young 
Carey: “ Sit down, young man; when it shall please God to con- 
vert the heathen he'll do it without your help or mine either ’’—pre- 
vented the inception of this work for generations ; so now the 
mistakes of christian men hinder and prevent its accomplishment. 
As God did not interpose to save the generations of heathen who 
perished because of the inaction of christian men and ministers before 
the time of Carey ; so now he does not interpose to prevent the 
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hindrances to this sacred work caused by the wrong views and 
doings of Christian men. 

As God has made the evangelization of the heathen depend on 
the instrumentality of His people, so, also, does he make the pro- 
gress and success of this work depend on the wisdom, energy and 
self-sacrifice with which they prosecute it. 

What, then, must be inferred from the following? viz.: In 1880 
Secretary Lowrie took up a deposed missionary, who had been dis- 
missed by the Board, and solemnly and prayerfully deposed by his 
(Sahranpur) Presbytery in India, reappointed and sent him back in 
contempt and defiance of the Church Court, and inducing the Fur- 
rukhabad Presbytery to receive the deposed missionary in violation 
of Presbyterian polity, usage and assembly’s rulings, has kept up 
this bitter conflict between himself and the missionaries, and 
between some of the missionaries among themselves, so engrossing 
the time, energies, thoughts and feelings of all that the spiritual 
interests of the missions have constantly suffered. In 1882-83 the 
labor of 28 ordained Am. men, of 48 Am. women and some 200 
native preachers and helpers, expending more than $102,000.00, 
resulted in a net gain of not one communicant; and in 1883-4 a 
still larger force and expenditure resulted in a net /oss of 129 com- 
municants! Has not God a controversy with those missions, and 
with Bro. Lowrie for his attempt to oppose and reverse the action 
of a regular court of the Church of Christ, the one divine institu- 
tion authorized and established by Christ himself? 


HEALTH OF MIssIONARIES.—Any one who will keep an eye 
tothe ‘“ MovEMENTs OF MISSIONARIES”’ as recorded in this REVIEW 
cannot fail to notice the short periods of service, in many instances, 
in marked contrast with the longer periods of former years. And 
not only will he be struck with these frequent returns to Christen- 
dom on furlough after five, three, or even two years abroad ; but, if, 
he is an observant reader of our missionary periodicals and church 
papers, he will note also the fact that many of our foreign mis- 
sionaries are coming to fee! it a necessity to visit the Hills and 
Health Stations in the vicinity of their Missions, and popular senti- 
ment is more or less approving this extra care for health, as it is 
regarded, with the consequent hindrance or neglect of regular mis- 
sion work. We are not an extremist on this subject. We believe 
occasional visits to health stations and furloughs to Christendom 
after proper periods, are right; and yet we apprehend both are 
becoming far too frequent, and threaten serious injury to this sacred 
work. We apprehend, too, that health is often injured rather than 
benefitted, by these frequent changes. In confirmation of this view 
instead of giving some of the many cases in our own knowledge 
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and observation, in which health has been restored in mission fields, 
and lost or injured by such changes, we quote the following 
instance of one, who, though not a missionary, spent her life in 
India, whose tropical climate is thought to justify most frequent 
changes in case of missionaries: 


‘In Mrs. Kennedy, of Benares, a notice of whose death in her 97th year appeared 
in our issue of yesterday, Indian society loses a strangely unique life. Born in the last 
century—in 1788—she lived to see no less than 176 lineal descendants, of whom 128 
are still living. She had 18 children, 80 grandchildren, 73 great-grandchildren, and 5 
great-great-grandchildren. A quarter of a century ago her husband died at the ripe age 
of 82, after 55 years of married life, so that she lived for more than 80 years after her 
marriage. Her family has been always a military one, Her father, husband, two sons, 
one son-in-law, and four grandsons have been Generals in the army. Besides this her 
descendants have included six colonels and many other military officers. Her life has 
set at defiance all well-established medical theories, She was married at the age of 15 
—had 18 children—was never out of India a single day—never visited the Hills (except 
for a month when she fell ill and had to return to the plains), and yet notwithstanding 
all this she lived to see her 97th year.”’—Pvoneer. 


The Rev. Dr. Spaulding had 52 years’ service on Ceylon, 
never revisiting America but once (after 25 years), and similar 
cases are numerous enough, if properly considered, to rebuke and 
check this popular notion that such frequent changes are necessary, 
or even helpful, to missionaries’ health and long life. 


Sir LEPEL GRIFFIN vs. THE MISSIONARIES AT INDORE.—Our dis- 
cussion of this case in Vol. VII., pp. 12-17 and 154, will be 
remembered by most of our readers. The obstructive attitude of 
the British officials has become somewhat modified, but there is 
still room for improvement. We are glad to see the other mis- 
sionaries in India, and the christian public as well, have felt keenly 
the very unworthy conduct of those British officials, and many 
have united in earnest remonstrances. From the utterance of the 
General Baptist missionaries in Orissa we take this paragraph : 


‘‘The Governor General's Agent at the Maharajah’s court [Indore], Sir Lepel 
Griffin, is, no doubt, an able officer of Government, [no abler for his opposition to 
christian missions] but he is understood to be one of the old school of Indian politi- 
cians who believe that Hinduism is better for the Hindu, and Mohammedanism for the 
Mussulmans, than christianity would be. It cannot be expected that any help in a 
question relating to religious liberty will be received from such. When the Queen 
assumed in 1858 the direct government of the empire she assured the princes and people 
of India that they should not be molested in their religious observances . . . but surely 
it is not to be endured that the christian faith, on the truth of which, as she nobly 
assured them in the proclamation then issued, she fully relied, and in the solace of 
which she rejoiced, should be the only one that is not protected, and may not be 
propagated at Indore.”’ 
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CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS.—We have little sympathy with 
those who Would abrogate the different branches of the christian 
church and condense them all into one huge mod. That there are, 
at present, too many of these denominations, and too much Sec- 
tarian spirit and strife among them, may be readily conceded. 
Combinations of those branches of the church whose creeds and 
polities are identical, or nearly so, e.g. the old Kirk, Free Church 
and U. P. Presbyterians of Scotland; the Free and Waldensian 
churches of Italy ; several of the different Presbyterian branches in 
America, as also of the Methodists and some others, would unmis- 
takably promote the interest of true religion and evangelistic work, 
both at home and abroad. But human nature being what it is, 
even in its best estate, there is no room for a doubt that the more 
fundamental denominations are necessary to conserve the best in- 
terests of the whole church; and no more logic or reason can be 
urged for objecting to them than for objecting to the different Regi- 
ments or divisions of an Army, the different parts ina scale of 
music, or the different colors of a rainbow. 

The thing to be guarded against is the «#-christian sectarian 
spirit which too often prompts one branch of the church to watch 
and strive for its own growth and aggrandisement at the expense 
of the other branches. Let true christian love dominate, and each 
will watch and work for the good of others as well as its own. 
Phil. ii. 

Rev. Edward D. Morris, D. D., in his recent volume on Ec- 
clesiology, well says: 


‘“‘If as Protestants we agree, for example, in the position that there is no complete 
form of polity absolutely imposed in Scripture, and that Christian congregations, organ- 
ized on the basis of either of the existing types of polity, are true Churches of Christ, we 
may then peacefully divide according to our individual belief as to the degree of Scrip- 
turalness, or of general value and desirableness in any one of these admissible types. If 
we agree that liturgical worship is Christian worship, and that the less formal worship 
of most Protestant communions is also Christian worship, we may, without being 
schismatical, follow individual preferences, and legitimately seek fellowship with those 
in any Christian community who hold like preferences in the matter of devotion. If 
we are agreed that the Lutheran, the Arminian, and the Calvinistic varieties of theology 
are alike evangelical—that they contain, amid many circumstantial differences in arrange- 
ment and emphasis and real teaching, the essential doctrines of grace, we violate no law 
of the Gospel if we choose one rather than the others, or associate ourselves ecclesiasti- 
cally with those who make the same choice. The existence of such tendencies to differ- 
ence is an unquestionable fact, and decided justification of these tendencies may be 
found in the very nature of Christianity ; and it is therefore no schism if such differences 
are allowed, within proper limits, to affect Christian fellowship or church organization.”’ 


Nor less happy, fitting and forcible is the sentiment expressed 
by Rev. Dr. Barrows, in his recent address to a union meeting of 


Congregationalists, Baptists, Methodists and Presbyterians in Chi- 
Cago, viz. 
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‘‘ These denominations are like the four parts in music, each lovely by itself, but 
the four together bringing out the full richness of the treasure-house of *harmony. If the 
alto of pathos belongs to the Methodists, and the soprano, so clear and captivating at its 
best, though liable to be roughened by a New England east wind, fs the sweet posses- 
sion of the Congregationalists, andthe mellow and far-reaching tenor pertains to a de- 
nomination so wide extending, and so ripe with age as the Presbyterians, the noble bass 
may surely be claimed by the Baptists, whose voice mingles so grandly with the sound 
of many waters. Let us praise God for the variety which delights us in nature, and 
which ought equally to delight us in church life. If the Methodists, with their order 
and their fire, may be likened to the punctual sun whose heat preserves our world from 
death, and the Baptists to the fresh, abounding, purifying life of the majestic ocean, and 
the Congregationalists, with their splendid examples of individual development, and 
their steady, and surprising contributions to intellectual life, to the stars of heaven, per- 
haps the Presbyterians are the blue, the illimitable blue, which overarches the sea, and 
in which even the sun and stars move and shine. In rejoicing in the variety and vast. 
ness of God’s revelations in His Church, I do not forget, and you will not forget, the 
peculiar glories which belong to each of these denominations whose representatives are 


welcome here to-night.” 


RevivaL.—The Rev. Dr. Dale, of Birmingham, England, well 


says: 
‘‘ The religious revival we ought to pray for is a revival that shall affect the morals 


of the Church as well as its worship and religious sentiment, and ennoble the whole life 


of those who bear the Christian name. The power of the Church depends quite as much 


-on the steadfast justice, the courageous truthfulness, the tender mercy of Christian peo- 


ple, as on the soundness of their creed and the fervour of their religious zeal. 


PROTESTANTS AND RoMAN CATHOLIcs.—If the figures of Mr. J. 
Lambert Jones, of Dublin, are reliable, the Protestants at the close 
of last century were 40,000,000, while the Roman Catholics were 
120,000,000 ; whereas, now, in 1884, the Protestants are 148,060, 
ooo and the Romanists 184,000,000. Showing that the former 
have increased about 250 per cent., while the latter have increased 
only about 50 per cent. 

The following table brings to view his estimate of Protestants 
and Roman Cathclics among the English speaking populations of 
the world: 


| British |Others parts 
Protestants in Great Britain.' United States.| America. of the world. 
Church of England. 16,700,000 2,000,000 /|1,000,000;} 1,100,000 
Methodists. . 4,300,000 | 17,000,000 |1,300,000; 600,000 
Presbyterians. . . 4,200,000 7,000,000 /1I,100,000 700,000 
Baptists&c. . . . 5,000,000 | 15,000,000 | 500,000} 200,000 
Other Protestants . I ,000,000 9,500,000 | 500,000! 200,000 
31,200,000 50,500,000 |4,400,000} 2,800,000 ==88,900,000 
Roman Catholics. . 4,990,000 5,200,000 | 800,000; 700,000 ==11,690,000 
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Mr. James makes these figures, with the quality of Protestant 
owth, the basis of his belief in a “ fatal future for Rome, and pre- 
dicts that it will not survive to see the fifth century of Luther’s birth.” 


_ But assuming that there are no mistakes in his figures and estimates, 


can we assume the strict continuity of the conditions and results of 


the past century ? 


First KAFIR CONVERT.—Those who have read our sketches 
of Kafiristan, Vol. II., pp. 154-167, and more especially Vol. VII., 
pp. 98-105, and noticed on page 104 of the later Vol. that Furukh 
Chamlu gave Syud Shah, the Afghan evangelist, a little slave boy, 
Atti, whom Syud brought to Peshawar to educate, will be glad to 
know that the boy has been hopefully converted and received into 
the christian church, the first Kafir convert in Asia, so far as we 
know. 


CounT PasHkoFF, long known for his decided evangelistic 
views and efforts in St. Petersburg, was baptized last summer by 
George Muller, of Bristol, by immersion, but adheres, like Spurgeon, 
to open communion. The Bible readings and religious meetings 
he has long held in his palace at St. Petersburg have been blessed 
tomany. We have seen a report recently that Count Pashkoff has 
been required to leave Russia, virtually banished, but if true, we 
trust it is only temporarily, and that the tendency of the govern- 
ment, to greater religious toleration, is not to be permanently 
reversed. 


XIV. THAT VIOLATED AGREEMENT! 


A Worp To Dr. J. C. Lowrig, Src. Pres. ForeicN Mission Boarp. 


‘HE HATH BROKEN HIS COVENANT,” Ps. lv. 20: Isa. xxxiii. 8; 
Josh. vii. 15 ; Hosea, vi. 7; viii. I. 


My dear Bro. Lowrie, as I recall our personal and official 
intercourse and correspondence in past years, with never an 
unpleasant word or thought so far as I can remember, it is with 
real pain that I yield to a conscientious sense of duty in trying to 
convince you of the grievous wrong you have done to our Missions 
in North India, and the deep dishonor you have brought upon the 
Presbyterian Church. That you are the primary and efficient agent 
in compassing this wrong and dishonor, is patent to all who know 
or learn the facts of the case. A few of these facts may be stated 


thus: 


1. In Jan., 1879, the Lodiana Mission condemned Mr. J. S. 
Woodside for continuing in the directorship of the Dehra Doon 
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Tea-Company and giving his time and energies so largely to secu- 
lar, and so little to mission work, writing to you: ‘ We are com- 
pelled to raise the question whether his connection with the mis- 
sion is not a mistake; and we seriously recommend to the con- 
sideration, both of himself and of the Board, whether this connec- 
tion ought not to terminate. . . We feel that fidelity to the Board, 
and to the cause we represent, demands such action.” 2. In the 
autumn of 1879 Mr. Woodside was summarily dismissed by your 
Board without any trial. 3. Mr. W. had already been called to 
trial by his Presbytery, his trial was pending when you dismissed 
him, and in Feb. 1880, after a long and prayerful trial by his 
(Saharanpur) Presbytery, assisted by four other missionaries—three 
of them—Rev. Drs. Morrison, Newton ind Ullmann, being the 
oldest and ablest missionaries of you own Board, he was solemnly 
deposed from the ministry for lying, slander, violence and fraud. 4. 
Then, hastening to America, after trying in vain to gain help and 
support from the Reformed Presbytery of Philadelphia, or the 
Reformed Synod itself, he came to you in New York, and, con- 
demned by his own mission, dismissed by his Presbytery, as he 
was, you took him up, reappointed him, in spite of your printed 
rule forbidding you to send any minister to a foreign mission with- 
out the recommendation of his Presbytery ; and you thus sent him 
back, forcing him upon the brethren of his Mission and Presby- 
tery, who had condemned and deposed him, startling the native min- 
isters with this exercise of popish power overriding the powers— 
and prerogatives of the Church of Christ and its regular church 
Courts, and rousing in your missionaries mingled amazement, grief 
and indignation, as expressed in the extracts from their letters 
given at the end of the Upen Letter in our last isssue. 

5. In this brief list of the main facts of this case ,I must not 
omit the strange part you acted in inducing another (Furrukhabad) 
Presbytery, to receive the deposed Mr. W. in violation of the con- 
stitution and rulings of its own church declaring that no Presby- 
tery can restore a deposecl minister but the one that deposed him. 
6. Nor can I omit the bitter controversy you have waged with your 
brethren in North India the past five years, destroying the spiritual 
elements and prospects of the Missions, and rendering them so far 
barren that for the last year, your 33 ordained Americans, 5 lay- 
men, 48 Am. Women, 16 ordained native brethren, 34 native licen- 
tiates, and 134 other native workers, in all 270 workers, expending 
$126,621.35, have not only had no increase of communicants, but 
have incurred a et loss of 129 communicants ; while with much the 
same workers and expenditure, the previous year showed a net 
gain of only 3! 7. Nor can omit the diplomacy and misrepre 
sentation you and Bro. Irving employed in the General Assembly 
of 1884 to induce it to reverse the righteous action of the General 
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Assembly of 1883. You cannot forget that the General Assembly 
of 1883 recognized the great wrong done by the Furrukhabad 
Presbytery in yielding to your wishes, influence and authority, and 
restoring the deposed Mr. W., and that it sent a mandate to that 
Presbytery; showing its violation of the constitution and laws of 
the Presbyterian church, and requiring it to reconsider and correct 
its action. You cannot forget that among the highest authorities 
in the Presbyterian church, the Rev. A. A. Hodge, D. D., declared 
that this action and mandate of the Assembly of 1883, was ‘‘ wzse 
and righteous ;” and every loyal Presbyterian, knowing the facts of 
this whole case, must endorse the same conviction. 8. Another 
specification in this case is, that you have destroyed the Saharan- 
pur Presbytery, a regular court of the church of Christ. In this 
act your offence is none the less criminal in that you compassed its 
destruction through the Furrukhabad Presbytery. But for your 
influence and authority with that Presbytery, it never would, or 
could, have made its onslaught on the Saharanpur Presbytery, and, 
by inducing its native members to forsake it, as under your dis- 
pleasure, and join other Presbyteries sharing the favor of you and 
the General Assembly, destroy its quorum. This it did, apparently 
exulting in its opportunity thus to weaken and destroy, as far as 
possible, this Saharanpur Presbytery. And not only is this unwor- 
thy act your own, as having been compassed by you through the 
Furrukhabad Presbytery, but some of your letters and documents. 
show that you love to have it so. In one of them you state the 
“conviction that there ought to be only one directing authority in 
your Board and Missions;” thus placing yourself in direct antago- 
nism to the Fathers, Founders and early Directors of your Foreign 
Mission Board, and the special agreement into which they entered 
with the Reformed Church and its missionary organization, in 
behalf of their missionaries at Saharanpur. | 

It is not necessary for me or you to suppress our conviction 
that one directing authority ina Mission Board is better than more, 
but it zs necessary to recognize the fact that the constitution of your 
Board authorizes more than one, and that the special agreement 
made and endorsed mutually by the agents of the Reformed Synod, 
and your own Board and Church, guaranteed to the Reformed 
missionaries of the Saharanpur Presbytery rights and prerogatives 


which you have abrogated only by violating that sacred and bind- ~ 


ing contract of more than 40 years standing, and strict observance 
by both parties. This special contract might have been cancelled 
by mutual consent. We happen to know that the American mem- 


bers of the Saharanpur Presbytery deszved to have their Presbytery 
become connected with your own General Assembly. Did not one 
of them, Rev. W. Calderwood, bring a petition to this effect to 
your Assembly meeting at Springfield, IIll., in 1882 ? And did not you 
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yourself use your influence to prevent that Assembly from receiv- 
ing it? And was this because you had resolved:to persist in your 
scheme and efforts to destroy it? 

In view of the original contract, I submit now to every can- 
did mind that your manifest wish and efforts to destroy. that Sahar- 
anpur Presbytery rendered the act of your other Presbyteries, in 
receiving its deserting members, not only uncourteous but unchris- 
tian; and that your General Assembly ought now to send a man- 
date to those Presbyteries to at once dismiss those members and 
send them back to their own (Saharanpur) Presbytery. 9. To this 
climax have grown your offenses in this unhappy case, viz: the 
deliberate violation of a sacred agreement! {am aware you cavil at, 
perhaps I should say, deny,thisagreement. In one of your printed 
documents, attempting to invalidate the action of the General 
Assembly of 1883, you say: “It sets out on a theory which, in 
fact, has no foundation—the basis of an agreement. . . entered 
into years ago;” and then with diplomatic shrewdness, which, in 
such a cause, is itself a crime, you divert the attention of your 
readers from the real point at issue, to ‘fruitless attempts” to 
establish corresponderce between the two churches—the Reformed, 
Presbyterian and your own—a matter having not the least perti- 
nence to the subject in hand, and for your introduction of which in 
your statement | can conceive of no possible motive unless to 
throw dust in somebody’s eyes. Of the fact of an “agreement” 
between the Reformed Synod and the Synod of Pittsburgh, through 


_ the agents of their Foreign Mission Boards, endorsed by the Synods 


themselves; an agreement guaranteeing to the Reformed mission- 
aries going to Saharanpur, the full and free exercise of all the 
rights, privileges and prerogatives of their own Reformed ecclesi- 
astical polity and organizations, you certainly cannot be ignorant. 
The special form of that agreement I have not at hand, but the 
references to it in the Misstonary Chronicle, and Dr. Ashbel Green's 
History of Presbyterian Missions are ample and conclusive proof of 
its existence and character. The constitution of the Western 
Foreign Missionary Society provides for the union and cooperation 
of workers from different branches of the Presbyterian Church. 
To avoid quoting lengthy paragraphs from the Constitution, take 
this one sentence: ‘The Constitution always contained provision 
for the union and cooperation of all Synods and Presbyteries, hold- 
ing to the Westminster confession of Faith, and desiring a con- 
nection with the Society or a representation in the Board of Direc-. 
tors.” —Misstonary Chronicle, Vol. IV., p. iv. 

Hence Dr. Swift, in his charge to Rev. R. Campbell, the first 
Reformed Missionary going to Saharanpur, and his associates of two 
other branches of the Presbyterian Church, said to them: “ You 
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in this land, and the time will come, the committee hope, when each, 
sustaining its owa preferences, will have a station occupied by 
members of its own communion; that each arranged under its 
appropriate forms may be like each of the holy tribes of Israel 
encamping side by side under its distinctive colors around the ark 
of the covenant, as one indivisible family.” Id. Vol. IV., p. 21. 

It was views and feelings like these which led the early off- 
cers of the two Mission Boards to enter into the agreement that 
the missionaries of each branch of the Presbyterian Church should 
enjoy their own special church polity and rights in the Missions. 
This Saharanpur Presbytery was organized in India in 1838, in 
advance of any other in connection with your Board, and the edi- 
tor of the Chronicle, with evident gratification, reports: ‘‘ The 
brethren of Saharanpur have formed a Presbytery in connection 
with the Reformed Presbyterian Church of which they are mem- 
bers.” Id. Vol. IV., p. 203. But was not this state of things, 
and the original agreement, brought to an end when the Western 
Foreign Misstonary Society was transferred to your Board of Foreign 
Missions? Let us see. 

After the General Assembly of 1837 had resolved to take in 


hand Foreign Missions, and had organized its foreign Board of 80 


members or directors, this Board and the directors of the Western 
Foreign Misstonary Society, at the direction of General Assembly, 
adjourned to meet in Baltimore the following October to complete 
the transfer. Dr. Ashbel Green (p. 213) gives us the order. The 
directors of the latter society first took action as follows, viz: ‘‘ We 
the undersigned, members of the Board of Directors. . . do hereby 
transfer to the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church, the said Society with all its funds, Missions and papers. 
It being understood that this transfer shal/ not in any manner affect 
or annul the principles on which the missionaries, now under the care 
of the Presbyterian Foreign Missionary Society from the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, were received; but the said missionaries shall 
sustain the same relation to the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
General Assembly, which they have sustained to the Presbyterian 
Foreign Missionary Soctety.” 

And were these terms accepted by the General Assembly and 
your Board? On the next page (214) Dr. Green says: “ The 
transfer was accepted by the following resolution :” 

‘ Resolved, Thatthetransfer of the Presbyterian Foreign Mission- 
ary Society to this Board be accepted, on the terms and conditions 
Specified,” 

These Resolutions are dated Oct. 31, 1837. On the 1oth day 
of Nov., following, the Board of Missions of the Reformed Church 
met and recorded approval of the transfer in a Resolution pre- 
faced as follows, viz: 
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“ WHEREAS, The \Vestern or Presbyterian Foreign Missionary 
Society of the U. S. has been transferred to the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church; and, 
whereas, provision is made in the articles of transfer zo respect any 


pledges or contracts that may have been made directly or indirectly, 


between the Western Foreign Missionary Society and the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, acting by its Board of Missions or any of its 
Presbyteries, etc.” 

Was ever a sacred agreement more carefully guarded, or ren- 
dered more sacredly and permanently binding on successors, than 
this agreement was by these Resolutions of the three contracting 
parties? This agreement involved no “ecclesiastical correspond- 
ence” between your General Assembly and the Reformed Synod. 
The agreement was special, guaranteeing the ecclesiastical rights and 
privileges of the Reformed missionaries, about to be located at Saha- 
ranpur, India; and the two churches, and their church courts and 
Mission Boards thus became parties to this agreement. And though 
I hold every member of your Board,and your General Assembly 
also, to be guilty before God, for allowing you to violate that agree- 
ment and to destroy the Saharanpur Presbytery, yet I must regard 


you asthe foremost and chief offender, the most direct and efficient 


agent, in violating this agreement, and doing your utmost by mis- 
representation and misstatements to render the members of your 
Board and General Assembly itself particeps criminzs in this case. 
The Assembly is the more guilty because it has given its sol- 
emn pledge to the churches, in the very constitution of your Board, 
that. it ‘‘ will superintend and conduct, by its own proper authority, 
the work of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian church,” holding 
you andthe Board directly amenable to itself; whereas, both the 
Assembly and the Board have allowed you to violate this sacred 
and binding agreement, and destroy this Reformed Presbytery after 
you had strictly observed the agreement and recognized all the 
ecclesiastical acts of that Presbytery for more than 40 years! My 
dear Brother, it is with much pain‘and grief, that I thus charge 
upon you, before men and God, this great sin. You have 
wrought folly in Israel. Josh. VII., 15. You have brought dis- 
aster, mourning and spiritual barrenness upon your brethren and 
Missions in North India. You have destroyed a Presbytery which 
you were under solemn covenant to protect in all its rights and 
functions. You have induced another Presbytery to violate the 
constitution and laws of its church, in helping you compass your | 
unlawful purpose. You have brought dishonor upon the whole 
Presbyterian church, on which rests heavily the shame and disgrace 
of having violated this solemn and binding agreement. Is not the 


violation of sucha binding agreement as much a crime in you as it 
would be in Ingersoll or any other unbeliever ? Can we hope for God's 
blessing on our Missions among the heathen while showing such 
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bad faith and perpetrating such crimes, to the perplexity, grief 
and remonstrance,of our missionaries, and the amazement and 
confusion of our native brethren, rousing too the reproaches and 
indignation of all intelligent observers both European and native ? 
THAT VIOLATED AGREEMENT !—Can you forget it,my brother? 
Must it not haunt you by night and by day? That Saharanpur 
Presbytery! a regular court of Christ’s church, the most sacred 
thing of earth, instituted by Christ Himself: Do not its mangled 
members trouble your night-dreams ? Is not its ruin, wrought by 
your own hands, ever present to your view! Plighted faith 
broken! A sacred agreement violated! God pardon you, my 
brother—when you shall have done all in your power to restore 
again that ruined Presbytery and that VIOLATED AGREEMENT.* 


XV. MOVEMENTS OF MISSIONARIES. 


‘*Rev. J. Bassett and family have arrived from Record. 
Rev, and Mrs. Bassett sailed for Persia May 28, 1881. Absent 3 years. 


Miss A. R. Gage, Mrs. H. W. Hancock and Miss A. M. Barkley, of the Baptist 
Missionary Union, reached Boston Sept. 14, 1884. Miss Gage sailed Sept. 29, 1883, 
and returns ‘‘ so feeble that she required the company of Miss Barkley, who sailed for 
Burma Oct. 11, 1879.” | 


Miss Electa C. Parsons, arrived at New York Aug. 18, 1884. 


Miss Leonora M. Howard, M. D., known for her marked success as a medical 
missionary, especially in case of the wife of the viceroy, Li Hung Chang, last Aug. 21, 
became Mrs. King, of the London Missionary Society. 


*T trust you need no evidence, my brother, that, not in anger, but in deepest sorrow 
have I made this effort to reach your conscience, and convince you of the cruel wrong 
you have done to those dear brethren of the Saharanpur Presbytery, and to all your 
Missions and missionaries in India; and of the deep disgrace and dishonor you have 
brought upon your whole Church, by your deliberate violation of this sacred agreement, 
to the strict abservance of which both your Mission Board and your whole Presbyterian 
Church were solemnly pledged. Nor can I doubt that every candid and loyal Presby- 
terian, in your church, and in the world, knowing all the facts of this case, must view your 
act as one of covenant-breaking, asin so often and so severely condemned by God Him- 
self. One of your brethren, of very long service as pastor of prominent Presbyterian 
Churches; one of whom I know nothing, only from the Minutes of Assembly and the 
generous contributions he induces his present church to send to your Board—though, I 
may say, in views and feelings, he represents other hundreds of my subscribers—writes 
tome: ‘*] am so well pleased with your exposé of certain missionary methods that I 
hope, for the sake of Christ and His Church, you will keep at it till the abuses are cor- 
- rected, or present incumbents are forced to resign.’’ I may not “keep at it,’”’ for lam 
consciously nearing ‘‘ the river,’’ and must soon cross it. But my earnest prayer is, that 
then, if not before, God will move the General Assembly of the church of my love to 
remember its solemn vows to superintend and conduct, by its own proper authority, 
the work of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, and henceforth save this 
blessed work among the heathen from such grievous obstructions and calamities. 
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Rev. A. Loughbridge of Hanamaconda, India, reached New York in Oct. 1884. 
Rev. W.'J, Price returned from Burma on account of Mrs. P.’s health, arriving Oct, 
12, 1884. They sailed from New York Oct. 11,1879. Absent five years. 


Dr. B, C. Atterbury, Mrs. J. M. Shaw, Mrs. W. S. Holt and Mrs. J. H. Judson, 
are reported in the Pres. Record, as just arrived in this country from China, 


Dr. Atterbury, having sailed for China in Sept. 1879, has been absent five years, 


Mrs. J. H. Judson, having sailed for China Oct. 25, 1879, has been absent five 
years, 


Mrs. W. S. Holt, having sailed for China Oct, 21, 1882, has been absent two years, 


Rev. and Mrs. F. M, Price, returning for her health, reached America Nov. 25th, 
1884. They sailed for China, Sept. 6, 1883. Absent from America 14 months and Ig 
days. 

Rev. George C. Knapp, of Bitlis, Turkey, reached Boston, Dec. 7, 1884. 


Mr. Samuel T. Miller, of the Bailundu Mission, returning reached New York Dec. 
14, 1884. Mr. Miller sailed for Africa, Sept. 9, 1880. Absent 4 years and 3 months, 


Rev. and Mrs. A. H. Smith of North China, reached America Jan. 2, 1885. 
Mr. J. H. Reading arrived from West Africa in March, 1885. 
Rev. and Mrs. S. W. Howland, from Ceylon, arrived in New York Feb. 21, 1885. 


Miss H. G. Brittan, so long in the service of the Woman’s Union Missionary Society 
in India, and more recently in the Methodist Protestant Mission, Japan, has now re- 
signed this latter connection and accepted a situation in a school of the Presbyterian 
Mission at Tokio. 


XVI. SAILING OF MISSIONARIES. 


Mr. and Mrs, J. H. Molineux, Prot. Epis., sailed for China, Feb. 21, 1885. 


Rev. and Mrs. Hugh A. Robertson, sailed from San Francisco, Feb. 14, 1885, re- 
turning to Eromanga via Sydney, N.S. W. 


Messrs. Denham Robinson, William Carey, R. M. McIntosh, and David Thomas, 
B. A., left London for the Baptist Missions in India, Jan. 21, 1885. 


Dr, and Mrs. Watson, Mr, and Mrs. Herbert Dixon, and Mr. C, S. Medhurst, 
left England for Baptist Missions in China, Jan. 28, 1885. 


Rev. and Mrs. R. Rossall, Wesleyan, sailed Jan. 17, 1885, for Antigua. Rev. and 
Mrs. J. Nicholson, Wesleyan, sailed Jan. 28, 1885, for Colombo. Miss Nuttall, Wesleyan, 
sailed Feb. 12, 1885, for Belize. Miss Sturrock, returning, sailed for Peelton, South 
Africa, Dec. 9, 1884. 


Miss E. Wragg sailed for Raiatea, L. M. S. Mission, Jan. 7, 1885. Rev. J. 
Hudson Taylor, with Messrs. T. James, J. Smith, Foucar and Jenkins, left London Jan. 
20, 1885, for C. I. Missions. 


Rev. W. W. Cassels, B. A., and Messrs. Stanley P. Smith, B. A., C. T. Studd, B. 
A., Montagu Beacuhamp, B. A., Arthur T. Polhill-Turner, B. A., D. E. Hoste, and 
Cecil Polhill-Turner, left London for C. I. Missions, Feb. 5, 1885. 


Rev. and Mrs. W. F. Walker, M. E., were to sail April 4, 1885, returning to China. 


Rev. and Mrs. A. M. Merwin, Pres., returning to Chili, South Am., March 2, 
and Rev. and Mrs, W. Imbrie, D. D., with Mrs, M. C. True returning to Japan, sailed 
March Igth, 1885. 


Rev. and Mrs. T. Bryson, L, M. S., returning to North China, and Mrs. Lance 
appointed to Tientsin, sailed Jan. 28, 1885. 


Rev, J. H. and Miss Budden, L. M. S., returning to Almora, India, sailed from 
England Feb. 14, 1885. 
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XVII. DEATH NOTICES OF MISSIONARIES, 


Mrs. Dr. L. B. LANE, of St. Charles, Ill.,a missionary of the A. M, A. in Siam 
from 1848 to 1855, died Jan. 14, 1885. 


Rev. A. V. TIMPANY. We grieve to hear of the death of this able and devoted Bap-. 


tist missionary, at Coconada, India. 


Dear ‘FATHER GLEASON’”’ has passed to his rest, at the ripe age of 88 years. 
Much of his life has been devoted to Mission work among the Choctaws, and with such 
a genial, loving, earnest soul as to endear him to all who knew him. At his burial in 
Yantic Cemetery, Norwich, Ct., a little band of Mohegans followed the bier with bared 
heads, moved by love and reverence, and six of them acted as pall bearers, At the 
grave they ranged themselves on either side and sang several Indian hymns, while tears 
ran down their cheeks in sorrow and love for one who had so loved and labored for 
their people. 


Mrs. JOEL A. SMITH, M., E. Mission, Central China, died Dec. 12, 1884, just after 
reaching their China home. 


Rev. S. C, DAMOND, D.D. We grieve to hear of the death, Feb. 7, 1885, of this dear 


and faithful worker, more than 40 years seaman’s Chaplain and pastor of Bethel Church 
in Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands. 


REv. GEORGE H, Nosss, after 56 years’ labor for the Pitcairn and Norfolk Islanders, 
decendants of the Mutineers of the ship Bounty, has recently died at the age of 85 years. 


Mrs. MARY PRUYN, well known for her years of missionary work in China and 
Japan, died in Albany, N, Y., Feb. 10, 1885. 


Dr. SIDNEY COMBER, of the Baptist Congo Mission, died Dec. 24, 1885, we are 


grieved to learn, after only about one year’s service. 


Rev. W. B. CooPER, nine years Protestant Episcopal missionary in Tokio, Japan, 
died in Brooklyn, Feb. 26, 1885. | 


Mrs. ABBA W. SMITH, of the S, Islands, died Jan. 31, 1885. 


Miss MINNIE C. BRown, after brief service in Turkey, returning, died at N. Spring- 
field, Mo., Feb. 26, 1885. 


Mrs, ARTHUR A, DIGNUM, L. M. S., died of cholera at Gooty, India, Feb. 1, 1885 
—only a few months after reaching India. 


The recent death of JOHN KEMP WELCH, Treasurer of the L. M. S., is mourned 
as a heavy loss to the society. 


XVIII. BOOK AND LITERARY NOTICES. 


Two BooKs ON ALASKA—AMONG THE ALASKANS,—One of the marvels of this 
country is the opening up of Alaska. It is only a few years since it was almost entirely 
unknown, and was supposed to. be only a peninsula of snow, with a few Indians wan- 
dering about over dreary plains, and a few dogs and bears and walruses creeping about 
on the ice. Now, however, this strange peninsula has suddenly emerged from its 
obscurity and we find it a magnificent country, one-sixth as large as the whole United 
States, with great rivers and tall mountains and immense forests and vast mineral resour- 
ces, and strangest of all, a climate as salubrious as that of our Middle States. Itisa 
most interesting fact that it is to the Church, and ¢o the Presbyterian Church, and its 
faithful missionaries, that the opening up of this wonderful country to the world is chiefly 
due. It is a remarkable story, and this story is told in graphic style, in Mrs. Julia 
M’ Nair Wright’s new book, ‘* AMONG THE ALASKANS,’’ issued by the Presbyterian 


Board of Publication, The book is full of interesting descriptions of the country and © 


its people, their customs, habits, religion, etc, The work of our missionaries is detailed, 
ut with this narrative there are also given numberless facts about the country itself which 


will give to the volume a general interest. The book is full of illustrations. 16mo. 
Price, $1.25. 
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LIFE IN ALASKA.—Letters of Mrs. Eugene S. Willard. Edited by her sister, Mrs, 


Eva McClintock. 
As indicated in the sub-title above, this book consists entirely of letters written 


from Alaska. Mrs. Willard is the wife of one of our missionaries in that wonderful 
country. Her letters give us a journal of the missionary’s daily life, with all its sacri- 
fices, hardships and difficulties. They furnish us also a large amount of information 
concerning the country and its people, their superstitions, habits, occupations, homes 
and capabilities, The book will be read with pleasure by all who are interested in 
Alaska, as giving so many pictures of its inner life, and with still added pleasure by all 
the friends of the Gospel who are interested in the salvation of the heathen population 
of the country. Fully illustrated; 16mo, pp. 384. Price, $1.25. Orders will be 
received by John A. Black, business superintendent, Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Or any of the Depositories or Booksellers repre- 
senting the Board. 


Of all the marvels transpiring in Alaska, we know of none 
greater than the following, communicated under date of Feb. 4, 
1885, by the veteran pioneer of Presbyterian Missions in that 
country, Rev. Dr. Sheldon Jackson. He writes: 


“‘My wife and myself landed here in August. Since then, by the blessing of God, I 
have had one-half an acre of land cleared from stumps, such as you only see in Alaska, 
I sent three Indians in a canoe along the coast, a round trip of 400 miles, with a letter 
to the saw mill for 100,000 feet of lumber. Some of the trees to be converted into the 
the building were still standing in their native forests. The trees were felled and lum- 
ber sawed. A schooner chartered to carry it from the mill to Sitka. It was rafted 
from the schooner to the beach through the surf ; carried on men’s shoulders to the place 
of building (for there are no oxen or horses here). A three-story building, 130x50 feet 
in size erected, and so far completed that the girls’ department of our school moved 
into it the first week in January. We have now 40 boys and 60 girls in the boarding 
department. 

«Since coming here in August, I have organized a church of 70 members, 60 of 
whom are natives received on profession of faith and baptism, Many of them were 
from the school. These are largely the fruit of the labors of the Austins, who have 
faithfully labored here five or six years.”’ | 


Surely this is prosecuting Mission work in a business way of 
the right sort. 


The Twenty-Fourth Anniversary of the Woman’s Union Missionary Society for 
Heathen Lands—the Mother of all existing Woman’s Boards—was held in New York 
Jan. 21. This organization has established resident Homes in India, Japan and China 
for Missionary Ladies and their native helpers, and reports forty-five missionaries now in 
the field. 

Marked progress is indicated at every station. The Doremus Home in Calcutta, is 
the centre from which more than one thousand women and children receive christian 
instruction. | 

Dr, Elizabeth Reifsnyder—the Medical Lady at the Shanghai Home, who is now 
‘Superintending the erection of the ‘‘ Margaret Williamson Hospital,’ has begun noble 
work among the women and children, and has just performed a difficult surgical opera- 
tion, in the presence of six American and English Physicians,—the first of the kind 
ever performed in North China. 
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This Union Society has never been in debt, and a balance remains in the treasury 
at the begining of this its twenty-fifth year; but the plea for enlarged work and means and 
helpers is urgent, coming with peculiar emphasis from those already enfeebled by labor 
and prolonged residence in tropical and malarial countries. * * * 

At the close of an interesting session four ladies came forward and offered them- 
selves for the foreign work. 


THE LIBRARY MAGAZINE.—published by John B. Alden, 393 Pearl St., New 
York, is full of the choicest papers in the whole range of English Literature. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES.—John D. Wattles, Publisher, Philadelphia, Pa. 

We are profoundly impressed with the very great excellence of this Sunday School 
Helper, with the sterling ability enlisted, and rich treasures dispensed in each weekly 
issue. 

MONTEITH’S NEW PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY,—Just published by A. S. Barnes and 
Co., New York and Chicago, comes most highly commended. 


SOME ACCOUNT OF THE DESTRUCTION OF BHAMO, Upper Burma, is a fuller 
statement of the perils and escape of the Baptist missionaries, with some of their native 
christians, referred to more briefly in the letter of Rev. J. A. Frieday on a previous page. 
The heartless cruelty of the Burmese officials appears conspicuous. 


THE PULPIT TREASURY, of April, is a number of marked excellence and ability, 
furnishing much help for pastors and preachers. 


THE MISSIONARY HELPER, the monthly organ of the Free Baptist Woman's 
Society, is a Stimulating, well edited periodical, well fitted to be a real “ helper ”’ in 


the work of Missions. Only 50 cts. a year. Address Mrs, J. M. Brewster, Providence, 


THE MusICAL HERALD, $1.00 a year, Franklin Square, Boston, Mass., has no 
equal, in its department. It is a gem of beauty and excellence. 


THE CANADIAN METHODIST MAGAZINE, for April, brings a fresh and most inter- 
esting account of the Barbara Heck family, with a full supply of other valuable matter. 


THE HOME AND FOREIGN REcoRD of the established church of Scotland is develop- 
ing fresh interest and editorial ability, and has reached a circulation of 36,000. 


THE PULPIT oF To-DAy.—A. E. Rose, Ed. Westfield, N. Y., $1 per annum. 
Feb. No, is full of fresh, live thoughts. Among other good things Archdeacon Farrar’s 
Sermon on ‘ Spirituality ’’ is able and rich. 


THE EVANGELIZATION OF THE WORLD.—A small Tractate by Stanley P. Smith, 
B. A.; Charles T. Studd, B. A.; and Reginald Radcliffe, with good thoughts expressed 
with force and fire on this greatest of all subjects; thus:—** The great enemy of souls 
has succeeded to an alarming extent in blinding the eyes of christians, so that, in point 
of fact, the utter destitution of the heathen is not so much the outcome of wilful neglect, 
as of ignorance of facts and blindness,” 

_ “We built our magnificent cathedrals, churches and chapels, with their costly al- 
tars, organs, and stained glass windows ; but the cry of the heathen’s blood never en- 
tered into the ears of the men and women who worshipped within the massive walls of 
these steepled palaces.” 

‘“‘ The church of God is fast asleep; living in disobedience to our Lord’s last com- 
mand.”’ ‘‘Thanks be unto God for our Careys, our Marshmans, our Moffats, and our 
Livingstones ! But we want multitudes more of such men ; and instead of confining the 
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laborers to young men, we need women for many lands more than men. Again, for 
every university trained man we need a far greater number of hardy mechanics.” &c, 

THE SCRIPTURES, edited and arranged for Young Readers. Profs. E. T. Bartlett, 
and John P. Peters, are about to publish three volumes under the above title. From 
their plan and purpose, as explained in their circular, we judge the work will be very 
helpful to all readers, old as well as young, 

For copies of the KAUKAB I HIND (Zhe J/ndian Star) AND WOMAN’S FRIEND, 
the latter published by the M. E. Woman’s For. Miss’y Society for circulation among 
the women of India, and both the papers in the Hindu vernaculars, our M. E. brethren 
will please accept our thanks. Both are gotten up in good shape and clear type, and 
the latter is well fitted to take with the Hindu women. Thanks also for the local, 
India Report (20th) of the Mission Stations and North India Conference—a goodly, 
volume of 107 pages, filled with valuable facts and figures, the most important of which 
we embody in our review of the whole foreign work of the M. E. Missionary Society, 


BUREAU OF EDUCATION—CIRCULAR No. 4, 1884.—Proceedings of the D epart- 
ment of Superintendence of the National Educational Association held at Washington, © 
Feb. 12-14, 1884. 

Some idea of the value of this Association and its discussions may be gained from 
the number and character of the papers read and the subjects discussed. The Hon, 
John W. Halcombe had for his subject: Supervision of Public Schools. 

Indian Education was treated by Hon, J. M. Haworth, inspector of Indian Schools. 
Also by Capt. R. H. Pratt, superintendent of the Indian Training School at Carlisle, 
Pa., and by Gen. S. C. Armstrong, of the Hampton N, and A. Institute. ° 

Arbor Day in the Public Schools found an advocate in Hon, J. B. Peaslee ; and 
another in Hon. B. G. Northrop, LL.D. 

Hon. M. A. Newell and Hon, E. E. Higbee endeavored to show how a State 
Superintendent can best advance popular education. 

National aid to Public Schools was discussed by Hon, J. W. Dickinson; and the 
Educational Status and needs of the New South, by Major Robert Bingham. Indus- 
trial Education, and other branches of the one great subject, were ably discussed, and 
even a cursory examination of this volume of 176 pages impresses deeply with the feel- 
ing that the valuable facts, figures and information here embodied, should be made use- 
ful as widely as possible among the teachers and intelligent thinkers of the whole 
country, 


THE Book Buyer, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 743-5 Broadway, New York, gives 
lists of many and valuable books with prices. Subscription 50 cts. 


J. T. LovEtTT’s ILLUSTRATIONS, of all choice varieties of berries, cherries, grapes, 
flowers, vegetables, &c., are beautiful. Write him at Little Silver, N. J. 


BuDs AND BLossoms,—(Rev. J. F. Avery, Halifax, N.S.) only $0.75 a year, isa 
sweet, pure monthly, full of good things.; but would not a nice table of contents be an 
improvement, Bro. Editor? _ Would it not help readers to find choice things in back 
Nos. and Volumes ? 


FREE TRADE.—James R. Osgood & Co., of Boston, publish in neat and convenient 
form, the address of Robert P. Porter to the Arkwright Club of New England, on “ Pro 
tection and Free Trade To-day.’’ Mr. Porter graphically presents exactly what voters 
in both political parties want to know, the facts showing how free trade and protection 
works at home and abroad, in the field and the workshop. He shows how agriculture) 
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commerce and manufacturing in the United States, Great Britain, Germany and Hol- 
land have been affected by these two economic policies, Mr. Porter’s work will be ap- 
preciated by business men, farmers and artisans who have no time to read a volume on 
the subject, but who want a clear exposition of the condition of labor here and in Euro- 
pean countries. 

He takes decided Protective ground but makes a fair use of the official figures, 
which are, at times, handled with dramatic effect. His 18 months study of the conditions 


of labor in Great Britain and the continent adds point and force to his views and argu- 
ments. Price 10 cents, 


THE INDEx.—A very able Independent Journal of Liberal Education, published 
fortnightly in Ann Arbor, Mich., at $2.50 a year in advance, very justly and forcibly 
says: ‘ The high-handed operations of the French navy and soldiery in Madagascar, 
Tonquin, Formosa, and China, have become nothing less than outrageous. . . The 

world looks on in amazement at the cold-blooded slaughter and destruction inflicted on 
the unoffending Chinese and their property—and all this without a declaration of war 
or the assumption of any of the international obligations which a recognized state of 


war requires. If France is not speedily visited by remonstrances from the other great 
powers, it can be only because they have their own lusts to gratify.”’ 


RESULTS OF MISSION LABOR IN INDIA.—An address on India Missions, made 
some years ago, by Rev. E. H. Leavitt. 


This paper, like some other good things, has lost nothing by age. It makes the 
positive, tangible results ”’ of Missions in India to consist in 


1. “ An extensive and growing knowledge, on the part of the masses, of the great 
saving truths of Christianity. 

2. “In the fact that there is at this moment in India a church of Christ, consisting 
of some 100,000 communicants. . . precious jewels for the crown of Jesus, choicer 
than all the diamonds of Golconda, or the gold of Ophir.”’ 

But the special value of this paper, in our view, consists in the ability and emphasis 
with which the author presents and enforces the fact, that the immense obligation and 
solemn responsibility of developing results in India and in every other Mission field, 
rest upon the church and professed believers in Christendom. He very properly depre- 
cates the “ feeling,’’ so common among christians—“ that, having at a great price set up 
the machinery necessary for the work, now, beyond merely supplying the material means, 
men and money, their duty is done, and their responsibility ended ; and therefore they 
may shift the exclusive responsibility for results upon the laborer actually in the field.” 
He rightly calls this ‘‘ a pernicious and damaging mistake,’”’ There is a slight variation 
of this mistake no less pernicious and damaging—it is that of christian churches and 
believers shifting the exclusive responsibility upon Mission Boards and officers. This, 
we think, is the more common form of this error. They think of the missionaries 
among the heathen, if at all, as far out of sight; but the officers of the Board they see, 
and throw upon them the entire responsibility of conducting the work, controlling the 
missionaries, and securing results; and too often it is much the same to them whether 
results appear or not. This is a mistake which severely cripples and hinders this sacred 
work. Defining and enforcing this proper feeling of responsibility which should find 


place and prompt prayer and effort in the heart of every believer in Christendom, the 
words of this writer which we most heartily endorse are : 


“I would give the above proposition all possible emphasis, as deeply affecting th 
question of responsibility, we are now discussing. For hardly more surely does the law 
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in nature act, by which two connected columns of water of whatever dimensions find 
the same exact level, than that the piety and activity of missionaries as a body will be 
upon the precise line with the piety and activity of the general body they represent. A 
Moravian Church makes Moravian missionaries, and the “ icy mountains of Greenland ”’ 
and ‘‘the burning sands of Africa” alike witness the triumphs of their unquenchable 
zeal and childlike faith. But given on the other hand, a Church, in whose heart there 
is no prevading missionary fire, and which is kept partially awake to the solemn interests 
of a world’s salvation, only by the constant spurring of rebuke and appeal at the lips of 
a few ardent friends of the cause far in the advance; or, a Church with the outward 
semblance of activity but whose whole system of missions is a cold, mechanical routine, 
sustained by pressure of conscience in view of irksome but perilous and unavoidable 
obligation, and you will find on the foreign field, however remote, a perfect reflection 
of each in the life and character of its laborers as a class. It will not do then to syppose 
that the distant members will do their work with vigor and success, while the vital cir- 
culation is weak and dull in the heart and lungs of the main trunk; and the recurring 
figure brings us to a point in which the line of our remark naturally terminates as it 
began—the point I am trying to make in your minds—that the Home Church must share 
with her Missionaries the glorious hut awful responsiblities of the work, In a word: 
that not to the missionary alone, but more largely even to you, asa Christian public, 
belongs this direct question of the Redemption of India; to your warm hearts, and 
warm prayers, and earnest labors, speaking sympathetically through the hearts and 
prayers of your fellow-servants upon the ground.’’ 


REMOVAL OF DUTY ON FOREIGN BooKs,.—Most certainly, let us have this duty 
removed at the very earliest possible moment. The plea of Progress (E. Steiger) inthe 
Evening Post, of Aug. 20, 1882, is complete and unanswrable. As a source of revenue 
the income from this duty is petty and unworthy of our government, while its imposition 
results in partiality and favoritism, and conflicts with other and judicious legislation for pro- 
moting the education and intelligence of our people. If the plea referred to needed 
anything to render it absolutely conclusive, it has it in H. C. Hampton’s futile and vis- 
ionary non-sequiter, that our religion and politics will be Europeanized and our Ameri- 
can authors. be compelled to live in Germany, if this petty tax on foreign books is 
removed! If our religion and politics can be so easily Europeanized they are not 
worth retaining. 

AMERICAN TRACT SociETY.—The fifty-ninth annual report of this society is a 
volume of 182 pages. Its summaries are the same as those made public in May. 
Thirty-one volumes and 62 tracts were published during the year. Most of these were 
in the English language, but the list includes six printed in German, two in Spanish, one 
in Italian, and one in the Mortlock language of Micronesia. One feature of last year 
was the publication in very cheap form, with paper covers, of a large number of books 
which had previously attained a wide circulation, and the lowering of the price of 180 
others adapted for general use. The society, having prepared and printed this large 
body of Christian literature, amounting to 9,354,797 copies, books tracts, and periodicals 
during the year, has also taken vigorous measures for putting it into circulation. By a 
system of depositories in leading commercial centres, and by colportage, its sales are in 
the main directly to the people, and by means of gifts from the benevolent it has also 
been able to distribute gratuitously printed matter aggregating 55,725,150 pages, to the 
value of $37,150.10. Nearly one-fourth of the foreign distribution was despatched to 
foreign lands. The reports from the various agencies in the United States are of great 
interest. The work of the society has been pushed in pagan lands with unaccustomed 
vigor, and letters from missionaries in all parts of the world give encouraging accounts 
of the results. Included in the report is a very full account of the annual meeting held 


May 7, with abstracts of the addresses then made. 
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